TENTH ENDORSEMENT on subject record

From: Chief of Naval Operations
To: Judge Advocate General

Subj: Investigation - Missing Navy section, U. S. Military

Group, Chle, C-47, BUNO 17284, which occurred 4

August 1969 ——t

1. Returned contents noted,.
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
NINTH ENDORSEMENT on Colonel T%'&ﬂ , USA, 1tr of

4 September 1969

From: Chief of Naval Personnel
To: Chief of Naval Operations

Subj: Investigation - Missing Navy section, U, S. Military Group,
' Chile, C-47, BUNO 17254, which occurred 4 August 1969

1. Forwarded.

2. The aircraft involved dissppeared while in route from its home
base at E1 Belloto Naval Air Station near Vina del Mar, Chile, to
Buenos Alres, Argentina. One stop had been made at Los Cerrillos
Airport, Santisgo, Chile, for the necessary international clearance.
Aboard were four crew members and twelve passengers. The purpose
of the flight was calendar maintenance in Buenos Aires. The passen-
gers were traveling on space avallable and were all U. S, persomnel
or authorized dependents. In the opinion of the Investigating Of-
ficer, Navy C-47 BUNO 17254 crashed shortly after 1716, 4 August
1969, killing all aboard. He further opined that weather conditions
were the likely primary cause of the accident. Commander, Naval
Alr Force, U. S, Atlantic Fleet approved the investigation.

3. No disciplinary action was recommended by the Investigating Of-

ficer and no action within the purview of the Chief of Naval Person-
nel was indicated by this investigation.
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EIGHTH ENDORSEMENT on subject record a
From:‘ Chief of Naval Material

To: Chief of Naval Operations

Via: Chief of Naval Personnel

Subj: Inves, - Missing Navy section, U, S8, Military Group, Chile,
C-47, BUNO 17254, which occurred on 4 August 1969

1. Forwarded, contents noted.

By direction
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4 MA: 1970

SEVENTN ENDCRSEMENT oa subject recerd

Fram: Commander, Naval Air Systems Command
To: Caief of Naval Operations
Viag é } Caief of Naval Material

2) Chief ¢f Naval Personnel

Bubd: Inves. - Nissix Favy sectien, U. §. NMilitery Greup, Chile,
e-}‘r, BUNQ 17254, which ocewrred on 4 August 1969 ‘

. m.

2. An in-flight dats recerder/erash locator is under development
by this Command. It 1is anticipated that the recerder will retain
the most recent thirty minutes ef selected performsnce paramesters
and be ejected from the alrcraft at the insteat of impact. The
locator 1s & UHF redie bsscon for piupointing the locatien of the
recordear which has been ruggedized foar resistance to orash and
fire. Froduction meodels are nmot expected to be available before
Jaly 1979, Initisl installstion is planned for P-3 aircraft with
adaptation to other apprepriate type aircraft at a later date.

3. In aceordance with MII-C-18253, requests for utilizetion of
high visibility finishes on special mission or airaraft other

than training, target control, S8AR or drone aircraft should be
submitted via the type commander or cemtrolling oustedian to CKO.
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BUMED:3331:DJB:als (D)
TOUCH, Ralph J.

507648

2 December 1969

SIXTH ENDORSEMENT on subject record

From: Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery
To: Chief of Naval Operations
Via: (1) Commander, Naval Air Systems Command
(2) Chief of Navel Material
(3) Chief of Naval Personnel

SubJ: Inves. - Missing Navy section, U, 8. Military Group, Chile,
C~47, BUNO 17254, which occurred on 4 August 1969

1. Forwarded, contents noted.
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FIFTH ENDORSEMENT on subject record B

From: Judge Advocate General

To: Chief of Naval Operations

Via: (1) Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery
(2) Commander, Naval Air Systems Command
(3) Chief of Naval Material
(4) Chief of Naval Personnel

Subj: Inves. - Missing Navy section, U. S. Military Group, Chile,
C-47, BUNO 17254, which occurred on 4 August 1969

1. Porwarded for information and return.
2. The proceedings in this case appear to have been conducted in sub-

stantial compliance with the requirements of the Manual of the Judge
Advocate General.
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FOURTH ENDORSEMENT on Colonel 'ts,,gg ., USA, 1 ”?
4 Sep 1969 - .

From:  Commander Naval Air Force, U. S. Atlantic Fleet
To: Judge Advocate General

Subj: Investigation to inquire into the circumstances connected with
missing Navy Section, U. S, Military Group, Chile, C~47,' BUNO
17254 which occurred on 4 August 1969

S ——————"

‘1. Forwarded.

2., Subject to the actions of prior reviewing authorities, which are
. concurred in, the investigation 1is approved.

B-U AATV

Copy to: : ;

COMUSMILGP, Chile
USCINCSO

\-.-"
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SC(L) (4 Sep 69) 3rd Ind

SUBJECT: Investigation to inquire into the circumstances connected with
missing Navy Section, US Military Group, Chile, C-47, BUNO 17254
which occurred on 4 August 1969.

Hg, US Southern Command, Quarry Heights, Canal Zonep ; OCT 965
TO: Commander, Naval Air Force, US Atlantic Fleet, Norfolk, Virginia 23511

Forwarded, concurring in the findings, opinions and recommendations con-
tained in the basic investigation except for recommendation 3 pertaining to
unaccompanied dependent travel., This headquarters does not intend to ef-
fect or seek a change in the current regulations requiring military sponsors
to accompany their dependents on milttary flights.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

-~

Major, USA
Asslstant Secretary Joint Staff

CF:
COMUSMILGP, Chile
CMJSNAVSO

6677




]
-
~inges
|
1

NAVAL MESSAGE | " NAVY DEPARTMENT

“PRLORITY ROUTINE
P R 0520307 SEP 69
FM COMUSMILGP CHILE

i st

T0 CHNAVPERS
CSaAF

INFQ SECSTATE NASHDC

SECNAY
UScCINCSO

CND
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COMUSAFSQ
BUMED
COMNAVAIRLANT
CINCLANTFLT

UNCLAS/FOUQ

SOCH AA . ‘ ,
CSAF FOR CASUALTY CONTROL BRANCH ‘ : EE :

SUBJ: STATUS OF R 17254 . I ;
Ay MY : Z AUG 69 (1) S ;

B. BUPERSMAN ARTICLE C9801 (7) (D)

1. BY REF A THIS OFF REC THT FROPER ASSESSMENT FOR
SUBJ ACCIDENT WAS INCONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE OF DEATH PROPER ,
ASSESSMENT UNTIL TERM OF FACT FINDING BODY AND A/C ACCIDENT

8D, A : S . !
. S !

¢. BASED UPON PRELIMINARY FINDINGS OF A/C ACCIDENT BD - B
AND SUBSEQUENT SUBMISSION. RFC THAT ALL PERSONS ABOARD =

MISSING C~47 BE CONSIDERED UNDER REF B=~CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE
OF DEATH. THIS BASED ON FACTS THAT [MMEDIATE AND EXTENS|VE
SFARCHS HAVE PRODUCED NO RESULTS, REMAINS HWAVE NQT BEEN'
RECOVERED BUT CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE CONSIDERED TO Exxsv :
3ASED UPQON TIME. ELEMENT, LACK or SURVIAL EQUIP AND -
WEATHER 1IN CORDILLERA .

3. CHARGE CONCURSo
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. JULIETT: 1., DELELTE- SYLVESTER L KUHN AND
REV RICHARD W, KUHN, ADD B_p ‘
L PEL—(a . DEPENDENT CHILDREN:
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7254

NTS: MANUAL

ICHEGK‘SHOULD BE: MAJLED 'C/A0 CHIEF,  NAVY:SECTION; US: MILITARY
QROURy -CHIBE, APO/NY 09869 FOR SAFE::DELFVERY, o

- _LCDR:.HERBLD: LESTER :MOONEY, i JRI MRS, ;SPEL.BY 'PENN. I
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INFO RUVRAGA/HD EBRRRC: ROBINE AFB- sa
RUCEEUA/MAC/MAOCOA. - | | mﬁ
- RUEFMQA/AFCP WABH-BC S
‘RUWTRTA/MEP BCOTT UFB ILL . :
RUEFHQAZHQ USAF: NABH DC/AFXOPRH: = | it
"RULPAL/USCINCSD OUBRRY HTS (i O &HS?% «
ZEN/USA¥BO/CP e o !
RAESBA/UBMILAGP: ARGENTINA. XD e -
RULPAK/USARSD €Z M o ;G
RUCHARAZUSAF/ALT/MAXWEUL: AFB ALA. 6% o ey
RULPNA/USNAVSD CZ. | B N -
RUEBNA/USMILGP CHILE: 5o & TR~
nusouwuua C FT RETCMIE MD. Zx 2 @
EﬂAAA!UBAF/ALT/MIXHEbE APN ALA e LIS
‘ a sruenzdeltda(hﬁiﬁusu lSKlUASH aci' g ] = Y
UNCLAS RCC. ‘ ' | ‘ -
~1. nsscus PROGREES: REPORT DY FOURW.2; MISSION NO, 17v0280AuG & »
SITUATION, USN Ev47. Misgzua ON- FLIGHY FRDM SANY1AGO CHILE TO -
a ENOGviIREE ARNENTINA, . 3C, PERSONNGL; 16+ INVOLVED; 16 MISSING, -
1 FLYING ACTIVITIES, . cu:LﬁAN FORCES; 31 AlRORAFTa 45 BORTIES.
: 4& rLrlma MOURS, UBAF: FORCEFr 3 AlRGRAFT. 3 SORTIES, 14-FLYING
KDURS. 13) AREA’ SEARCHED]' NGTWBRN: PARY OF: SEARGH AREA, SOUTHERN.
k]
. 14) POD: ESY;HATES”Q PERGENY EFFECTIVE DUE TO: nou~1A1~oup
TtRRIAN AND TURBULENCHE; 36, FUTURE: ALANB!: CONTINUE S
SEARCH. IN AREAS OF: GROUND REPORTS,. LAYES TH:: AFRERNOON. ﬁRoUND,"’
REPORT PLACES POBETOLE: BIGMY AT 33 DEGREES: BOK-e. 70 DEGREES
1: uoaru THIE uILL oe cuuc:eo BY FARSY FLEGHY tn THE: MORNING,
#3503 e R CL ‘
" NN ‘;v 3 3.3 Co; . '4-»,‘.,‘, . o —; N o
(NFOs T 0esbg e aslis) po(2), 09(1) 0981 090¢1y

T latal o T 9t gl 3003 31(5) 35(8)u34a(2)
| 04121 05084 50(168) 51(1y 53(4q) O0scl)
S S T61(2) 07(1) 092(14)n094(12) 095(4) .
SR 098(4) 007(6) NRC(1) NAAFAp(1) Ip(5)
o FP{sIuBFR{1) JAG(5) OLA(S) UUN(s) o
PERS(1} 143n : ‘

|
oL ' . ! s
. . [ . i [’3
1 . . }
. T " .
B




_RUCIEUA/MAC/MADCOA. iR
~RUEFHQA/AFOP: WASH: PC: :

RUEFHQA/HG USAF WABH: DEZATXOPFH =
RUEGBA/USMILGP ARGENTINA. Iz -
RULPALZ7USCINCSO: ouianv HES G2 E SR
RUEENA/USNILGP: CH{LE. L
ZEN/USAFSO/CP FEm o
-Ruerwoachs-JSquifuiq DESKIMASH ac FED e
© RULPAK/USARED €F , DX N
 RULPNA/USNAVSO CZ - 5o &
RUEOHWA/AFEDC- FT ﬂt!cum MD e b

w4y ACFT NO 45111° AND 2 AﬂﬂENTIA Rwb6 ACFYY.

S
B

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
— MPS366E CENTER

VICZCUCS467

00 RUCRJCS

DE RUEFWGA #1504 2| Lnaeo
ZNR UUUBY 0V RUEFRGABOY4 REROUTE oF. RULFAFLS04. zz;uozs
RUCRJCS~»ZX Yoty

0 0900252 AUG 69

FM DET 17EARRC: ALBRDOK: AFB CZ.

TO  RUKTAAA/MO ARRS¢ARQCP7SCOTT AFB: jbLL
INFD RUVRAGA/HO EARRCRDRING. AFB GA'

'@ _

RUWIRTA/ZMCP SCOTY &FB JLL.

gutuanAfUSArzALWIngxuzuL AFB AL

UNCLAE RCC. . ' ‘ ‘
APDITIONAL - xnroRnAriou MY 084234072, 4UG 69, . MBN. no zwuola.Aue av.
1, REBCUE pansnesa>nesoar ~o taua. sna ACTIVITY conaucvap BY
ARGENTINA. AJR: roneln' ; z : : wﬂ AUG 69- A
7 SQRTIES USING . 2

5IX SORTIES FLOWN BY THf FaB& ACFY NAD 710 Bk CYY suaRT ous TO <
EKYREME' ICING: ON- WINGS ABOVE 1500 MGIERE,. THE UBAF. Cv4y RETURNEHW TO
BUENOS=AIREE UPON BOMPLEYION OF: 178" SORT!E RETURN WNAS BASED QN;. B
THE: FACT THAY SEAREH. IN vue LOwLANDS: ON: fH!rARQENY!A SIDE 1§
G§HPLET§c AND TNE B»47 CANNQT SEARCH [N- THE: H@UNTA!NDU! Auitc

MILGFR CH!LE=GONGURRGD IN Tﬁls Acvzon.
| #tsn4 s |
¢ NNNN e %y :‘T'—'WW"'T-»N~«MW. . ,,,,.,._______lw e '7 . -j,. "me-"_"'—u(-*,,

R 33-tes -
CINFO: - T 1o3360 WEMBEasN(S) 00(2):09(1) 09R (1) 090<1)
SR S 99¢1) 03(1) 30(82.31(5) 32(8)In34l2)
CREF Ay 7T T 0402y 0508Y 50¢16) 51(1) 53¢4) 06(1)

"61(2) 07(1)-092(14)Rr094(12) D95(4) \
098(4) 007(6) NRCI1D) NAAFAP(i) [p(5) ¢
FP(S)uBFR’(i) JAG(H) OLA(S) QON(S) :

PERS (1} 14:33:l -

L Few”

‘e EET - .
¢ PR . " ¢

\,‘3‘-., P b,




* NAVAL MESSAGE - | NAVY DEPARTMENT

m——
=i

PRIORITY
P 0820302 AUG 69
FM COMUSMILGP CHILE

TO SECNAYV
CSaF

INFO CNO
BUPERS

SUMED

USGINCS0

USAF S0 ,qlw
COMUSNAVS0/COM15 L/
CINLANTFLT . .
COMNAVAIRLANT ,

NAVAVNSAFECEN Cll/\
JAG. NAVY

CHNAVMAT

UNCLAS F 0 U O

SCCH-AA

CSAF FOR CASUALTY BRANCH
" SUBJ: PROGRESS REPQORT NUMBER FOUR:- MISS|NG C~47
‘BUNE: 17254,

A, BUPERSMAN, ARTICLE C~-9801 (7)

1, FOL REPQRT ON: EFFORTS FOR 7 AUG:
A. SaR EFFQRT COMMENCED 0800 LOCAL (073200Z) TO

TERMINATE 1830 LOCAL, 14 A/C FLYING 18 SORTIES PUT IN

58 HOURS, AREA OFi CONCENTRATION: 33505 7014W,

B. HEATHER SAME: AS YESTERDAY,

C. DUE TO REPORTED AIRCRAFT SIGHTINGS. AND RELIABLE

REPORTS OF: AIRCRAFT OVERHEAD BY SOUND THE MAIN EFFORT

OF THE SEARCH WAS: CENTERED EAST AND SOUTHEAST OF
RANCAGUA IN THE CANYONS OF: THE CACHAPOAL R]JVER. MINING
PERSONNEL REPORTED THE AIRCRAFT OVERHEAD AT THE TOuN

OF SEWELL AND THE: TWO PEQPLE SOUTH OF SEWELL THWENTY

MILES: HEPORTED THE SOUND OF ENGINES AND. A LOUND EXPLOQSION:
THIS AREA MAS BEEN CHECKED BY HELOS AND FIXED WINg
AIRCRAFT, THE: TIME OF THE REPORTS: yAS IN LINE WITH THE

33(6) ++,ACT 033604
SN(S) 00€2) 09¢(1) 09B(1) 090(¢(1) 90(1) 03«19 30(3; 31(5) 32(8)

34(2) ¢4(2) 05¢8) 50(16) 51(1) 53(4) 06(1) 61€(2) 07(1) 092(14)

0944427 095459 098(4) 007(6) NRC(1) NAAFAP(1) I[P(5) FP(5)

BFR{L) JAGES) OLA(S) OON(5) PERS(1) #+ 62 144

TIME OF RECEIPT

09700202

DATE TIME QROUP

0820302 AUG 69

CONTROL NO. OF

C13092/27MH/F




NAVAL-MESSAGE. © NAVY DEPARTMENT

PRIORITY
P 0814507 AUG: 69
FM COMUSMILGP: CHILE

TO NAVSTA RODOMAN

INFO SECNAV
BUPERS

BUMED

NAVY FINANCE CENTER' CLEVELAND OHJOQ
COMTHREE

COMELEVEN

COMONE 6’4 7

COMNINE
USCINCSO Q(/
USNAVSO .

CNO
" CSaF

UNCLAS SSSH-C

sUBJ: NAVY PE
RS ABOARD MISSING NAVSEC C+47 BUNR 17254
A. MY M3G 0520202 : '
B, URMSG 062219¢.

MAKE FOL CHANGES TQp REF A,

A, CONCERNING: JQE RNANDEZ,
FOXTROTY ADD SPOUSE CLA
NEE COX ABOARD SAME. A/C (MISSSING)

ATCq USN

RNANDEZ

JULIBTT: 1. DELETE. B—o AND
ADD: .. AND B,
) ' &4,

NOVEMHEKY 2, ADD Pw2 75,00 AND FORDU 22,50,

B. CONCERNING JOHN. THOMAS HIGGINS, ADGS, pR-ts
USN .

NOVEMBER ! 2 ADD FORDU 22,50,

C.. CONCERNING JAMES PETER KUHN, LCDR, Bl :
USN

JULIETTS 4. DELETE B AND ;
LEE&&, ADD B-L NEE CODY, B-b

(WIFE), DEPENDENT CHILDREN:

SN(5) 05(8) 50(16) 51t1) 52(6) 56¢2) 007(1) FP(1) BFR(1) JAG(S)
NAVREL(3) + 00 09 33 53 62 054
CONTROL NO. - LYY TS OF PAGE TIME OF RECEIPT DATE TIME GROUP
/013131/2/MH/r?BJD 1 2~ 09/00252 0814502 AUG 69

& e i b e e et s -




WA AR MY UE it b v

NATIONAL MILITARY

COMMAND CENTER . .

)

I s s pma i v
T iy MESWGE CENTER (=) 7 9‘
."” . . 33.QICOG : , .

= ' o SN gf g9 998 P9g 98 #3 3¢ 31
VZCICICS034 3213 g g5 59 5153 86 61 i1 b33l |
00 RUCRJCS 62,07 092 foh 995 §98 g7  CLmvea/ |
DE RUEOEFA #1413 2200040 ngi NaAFAP (P FP BFR JAG OLA'  cgaviCE
INR UUUUU OON PERS .
0 0800312 AUG 69 i \81
FM DET| 17EARRC ALBROOK AFB (CZ g
T0 RUC{IEUA/HO ARRSLARQCP/SCOLT AFB 1LL Ky
INFO RUVRAGA/HG EARRC ROBINS AFB G vl .Pih, L

RUCIEUA/MAC/MAQCOA ;
RUEFHQA/AFCP WASH BC
RUWTRTA/MCP SCOTT AFB ILL
RUEFHQA/HQ USAF WASH DC/AFXOPFH
RULPAL/USCINCSO QUARRY HTS (<
ZEN/USAFSQ/CP

RULPAK/USARSO CZ !
RUESNA/USMILGP CHILE :
RULPNAA/USNAVSO CZ
RUESBA/USMILGP ARGENT][NA
RUEOHWA/AFEQOC FT RITCHIE MD
RUCWAAA/USAF/ALT/MAXWELL AFB AL
RUCRJCS/JCSwJ3, WESTHEM DEﬁK: WASH DC
UNCLAS RCC L

L
1

cnary

(;;/(4’/2';

1, RESCUE PROGRESS REPORT NO, THREE, 2, MISSION NO, 174028=AUG 69,
3, SITUAT[ON, USN C=47 MISSING ON VL IGHT FROM SANTIAGO CHILE T0
16 INVOLVEL, 16 MISSING,

BUENAS AJRES ARGENTINA,,SL. PERSONNEL ,

3D, FLYING ACTIVITY, (%) CHILIAN AF 14 SORTIES,

(2), ARGENTINE AFe UTILIZED 1 C430,

FEBL'S AND A4B'S, GROUND SEARCH INCLUDED SK] TRO

TIME TO BE INCLUDED IN LATER RPT;

t3). USAF, 2 CA7'S 2 CiSU'S ACFT ASSISTED TN SEAF

INCLUDED [N

37.5 HRS,

2 C471'S UNKNOWN NBR, OF

CHILIAN AF FIGURES, (4), AREA SEARCHED, FROM 321

BETHEEN

6830W AND COAST LINb 3F. FUTURE PLANS (1), CONTINUE SEARCH 8 aAUG

69 AS

~ PROGRESS

RPT, NBR, TWO, 3G, SUMMARY OF SAR " T1'NS,

REPORTED,
SEARCH WAS WINBERED BY T 't
USE OF LIGHT AEFT, ?

BT 3

INFO: CJCS-1DJS~3 J3-12 N |

FILE-1(29)/2 IM/My

PAGE 1 OF 1

CSA~1 CNO-

PS, FLYING

¢

S YO 3600S

WEATHER PERMJTS, (2), SAR FORCES AVAJLABLE FOR 8 AUG 69, SAME AS
NO SIGHMTINGS WERE

A OF S8EARCH P&OHIBITED

SAF-1 CMC-7

{CH, FLYING TIME




NAVAL MESSAGE

PRIORITY
P 1401187 AUG 69
FM COMUSMILGPs CHILE

TO CNO
INFO CNC

USCINCSO

USNAYSB.

UNCLAS

SCCH AAA

SUBJY EXTENSION LTC B , USMC

A, YQUR MSG: 0841798Z, (U
LTC SMLITH. AGREES TOzONE MONTH: EXTENSION.

.ﬁEDLSJAEEﬂﬁ_L%/zagACT
05(8).7.C0G

SN(S) 098(3) 09Baf2) 10¢5) 03(1) 03v(1) 50(16) 51(1)
007¢2) 092¢2) NAAFAP(1) [P(1) FP(3) BFR(L) JAG(5) + 61 0405 090 09u.

"

uAvY DEPARTMENT

—— e

04820A

56(2)

063

CONTROL NO.

CL56@34LAKM/R:

TIME OF RECEIFT

| 11/02102

DATE TIME GROUF

1101187 AUG: 69




.‘Orig: OP-62(4cc)
- Dist: SN(S)..09B(1)..09B2(2)..10(5)..03(1)..03V(1)..50(16)..51(1)..
‘56(2)..007(2)..092(2)..NAAFAP(1)..IP(1)..FP(3)..BFR(l)..JAG(S)..oo (2)..

mae

' ' NANMAL MESSAGE ' AVY DEP , e UNC SSIFIED
OENAV FORM 2110-33 (REV. §-61) s!%_{oa -2000 N DEPARTMENT : ! ;
— L — v

PRECEDENGE ACTI(ON } RELEASED @y

PRIORITY o . R/JR CﬁT ORAFTER ne /). PHONK NO.
—INFQ ' ‘ ‘ %S' | (L. en ’ ’%—'kp ..-3‘: ,USN| 76117
PRIORITY ‘ Bl | oP-622, 8 1g”1969 o
Phone Chop

081758Z AUG b9 HQUSMC (DFA- 1)*3554 _

FM: CNO
TO: USCINCSO | | o
COMUSNAVSO |
COMUSMILGP Chile 17
RRERRE CNC ~CE" c*' ;

UNCLAS EFTO FOUO . - W ,

‘Missing NAVSEC C-47
A. USCINCSO 072210Z Aug 69
B, COMUSMILGP Chile 0616

LTCOL A,

10Z Aug 69
1. Ref A passed to HQUSrC (DFA 1) for action on extension of
2., HQUSMC concurs one mrnth extension as stated ref B provided
l B
!

LTCOL "®4 will agree

}
b 2900

09..33..063..61(2)..04(2)..090(1)..09(1)

PAGE OF PAGES Tor/ToOD . CONTNOL NO., {(COMMO} . DYG (COMMOY}

1 1| L ObE4-NB | DBL?58Z AUG b3

YRR SUERT WL aY PR sy issmehics Shah AP S bt eb St L SR

CIRCUIT NO. (COMMO)

coPY ‘l

CUNCLASSIFIED ' o

g

e ngead o ey




IMMEBIATE PRIORITY
0 R 0742107 AUG 69 .
FM USCINCSO _

T0 COMUSMILGP. CHILE P /'7E;Zj5
BUPERS Ut
COMUSAFSQ | Y

COMUSARSQ

COMUSNAVSO |

CO NAVSTA RODMAN //4/12
UNGLAS E F T 0 FOUO: (:;/’///’,,f”//

SC-P

CNO FOR QP-=62,

SUBJ¢ MISSING NAVSEC C=47

A, COMYsMILGP CHILE MsG SCCH»AA DTG 0616102 AUG 69 (NOTAL)
B, USNAVSOINST 536y,5/USAFSO REG 143=3 (NOTAL)

Cy, COMUSMILGP CHILE MSG SCCH=AA DTG 0520207 AUG (NOTAL)

D. BUPERS MANUAL C~980% (NQTAL)

1, FOLLOWING APPLIES REF A:
A, SPECIAL ESCORT AUTHORIZED FOR NAVAL: PERSONNEL IF- NOK REQUESTS)
FOR. AIR FORCE PERSONNEL AS AUTHORIZED BY AFSO REG 141-3,
8, POINT OF ENTRY CONUS DOVER AFB, DOVER, DELAWARE, -
C. AIRLIFT WILL BE PROVIDED,
D. PARAMED UNIT ON 2 HOUR NOTICE. FLIGHT SURGEON WILL
ACCOMPANY NAVY DECDENT AFFAIRS TEAM WHEN ‘REQUESTED, UTILIZE
LOCAL MORTICIAN PROVIDED ADQUATE MQRTUARARY FACILITIES ARE AVAIL.
'STRONGLY RECOMMENDLOCAL ‘PROCUREMENT OF GOFFINS BE: MADE
IF SUITABLE COFFINS. NOT AVAILABLE: WE WILL PROVIDE,
E, 2.130 DEPARTED: HOWARD 4FB 070500R AUGUST WITH 20 g0

| BAGS
AND MODIFIED MOUNTAIN SURVIVAL KITS,
Fl PHOTO COVERAGE =-A PHOTOGRAPHIC REGORD WIL: BE MADE QF THE
WRECKAGE INCLUDING ANY KNOWN MATERIAL FAILURES, AND THE SCENE OF THE
MISHAP BEFORE: IT IS. MOVED, INCLUDE. AERIAL: COVERAGE IF AVAILABLE,

2, HQ USMC' HAS AGREED TO GRANT ONE MONTH. E‘XTEJN.SIQ‘N: IN CASE OF LTC

MED(E)/PERsuyoﬂ.cou S 04820C

SN(D) uva(x) 0982(2) 10¢5) 03¢ 03v(1) 50(16) 51(19 56(¢2) ~
007¢(2) 092¢2) NAAFAP(1) IP(i) FP(3) BFR(l) JA?(S) . 62 oo 09 33 063

| TivE or‘n:gm'r DATE TIME GROUP

07/23302

CONTROL NO. WAG!, or PA"

C1138242/447)
1198 /¢

| 0722102 AuG 69




NAVAL MESSAGE o  NAVY DEPARTMENT

PR!URITY ROUTINE:
P R 0520307 SEP: 69
FM COMUSMILGP CHILE

10 CHNAVPERS
CSAF

INFO SECSTATE wWASHDC
SECNAV

USCINECSO

CND

COMNAVSO

COMUSAFSQ

EUMED

COMNAVAIRLANT
CINCLANTPLT

UNCLAS/FOUQ

SCCH AA
CSAF FOR CASUALTY CONTROL BRANCH

SUBJ: STATUS OF R 17254 S §
Ay MY ME TAUB 66 (1) , S R , . ]

B, BUPERSMAN ARTICLE C9801 (7) (D)

1, BY REF A THIS OFF REC THT RROPER ASSESSMENT FOR

SUBJ ACCIDENT WAS INCONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE OF PEATH PROPER
ASSESSMENT UNTIL TERM OF FACT FINDING BODY AND A/C ACCIDENT
8D,

¢. BASED UPON PRELIMINARY FINDINGS OF A/C'ACC]DENT’BD - ;
AND SUBSEQUENT SUBMISSION. RFC THAT ALL PERSONS ABOARD =
MISSING C~47 BE CONSIDERED UNDER REF Be-CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE
OF DEATH, THIS BASED ON FACTS THAT IMMEDIATE AND EXTENSIVE
SEARCHS HAVE PRODUCED NO RESULTS, REMAINS HAVE NQT BEEN .
RECOVERED BUT CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE CONSIDERED TO EXIST -
BASED UPON TIME ELEMENT, LACK OF SURVIAL EQUIP AND -
WFATHER IN CORDILLERA. . o

3. CHARGE CONGURS,

'33,75N, . .C0G
90’ 09 098 096 90 03 30 31 32 34 04 05 50 51.53 06 61 07.092
084 095 098 007 NRC NAAFAP iP FP BFR JAG QLA OON ER§ 62 g

N ople

CONTROL NO [PAGE OF PAGE ) ﬂMEOfREcmPT S DATEﬂMEGROUP

Cﬂ8201/2/JJ/i3m‘ 1 1 | 0s/22182 10520302 SER 69

! o S V , -




1ZYUU RULAF"ﬁLaoa dl !5) UUUU"~RUFIhAA.

57“3 guuuy 41 o DTSTQIBUTION
P 6516312 AUG Gsﬂcl'M “‘:j ol f“""* e FECNA vzum:. S
Fif COMUSHILGP CHILE™ A 7 c - UNBEENAN (

TO RUEHAAN /nrln et I TL>I

RUCTLSA/BAVAVHISAFECER nonwa ; ‘ lﬁam MDDP

e o e e «-sr"‘\. 0 gt *z,.:

- Bu e

fUEsHa 1814 ?171455 a;& (A\,' . ——-CNO FLAG PLOT 0@1130Q AUG 69

RULPHA/USHAVSO Jr““‘“““””f‘!?JXngiﬁ,lNﬁﬁC' i““-
JiF0 RUEBBHB/ZHAVAIRSYSCOM:L ok 50 e R .

RUEBJSA/ZJRG BAVY p
RULPAL /USCINHCSO - LeLgae
RULPAF sUSARSO -
RUEBEHB/CLUAVRAT . L

RUEDHKA ZCT HCLANTFLT ooz
RUCILIA /COLHAVALRLANT HORVA :
RUEFHQA/CSAF |
BT .
UICLAS F O U O , ,
SCH AN .
SUBJ: SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF AIRCRAFT INCIDENT —
Ao OPHAVINST 3750.6F PARA 268 t8y—— -
B, WY MSG 6512867 INITIAL REPORT NOTAL
1.-841716 LOCAL. DUSK IN AREA ABOUT 1815 uoucvrn NUCH
CUNULUS STHMBUS OLOUG FLIGHT PATH. .

20 HAVY BUNRRT7254 N PR ‘ "ﬁf:'

3¢ ESTIMATED PO YO BETUEFN APGOS[URA AND CURICO
(27 MILES TO )19 MILES SOUTH SANTIAGO).

4o RALPH -HQNHH , CDR, ]’ ACTIUE
5. ITHE ‘ 'LCDR, -
JOE MAREZ, ATC, ;

JOHH

o q;&%&n&. ADCS - RN
ALL ACTIVE. STATUS OF IAJURY HOT KuOWH THIS TIME
6. NOT KHOYN,

7. ROUTINE MAINTENANCE 70O BE PERFOPWLD IN BUEtOS AIRES. ,.:* |

LIMA. HORMALLY USED BUT CLO$ED.‘
8. /8

9, LAST REPORTED POSIIION ANGOSTURA IU!EPSECTION 2168 LOCAL

27 MILES SOUTH SANTIAGO CLIWMBING FROM FL 12800 FEET, O FL 176p¢

 FEET, NEXT REFORT CURICO “VOR ESTIMATED ARRIVAL TIME 1733 LOCAL ¢
. COHTACT VWITH CURICO HWEVER MADE. HOYW OCCURRED UMKilOWN THIS TINME,
+ 18, WEATHER AT TIME TURBULEHCE WITH ICIHG AND- CUMULO HINBUS,

VESTUARDLY. WitbsS TO 166 KTS TENP REPORTED WMINUS 25 DEGREES ATg'

- FLT 12,690 AND MIHUS 36 DfGR»ES C AT FI 17@05. L :
1. IhPU 14 HOT KNOWR : ' ’
15 SAR INITIATED BY CHILEAN AIR FORCE AT ﬁ815 LOCAL . PLAN
IS TO EARCH INTENDED ROUTE. 'PRIVATE A/C PROVIDING LOW LEVEL
SEARCH, LAN 727 TO FLY HIGH ALTITYDE SEARCH ALONG CORDILLERA. .
RATIONAL POLICE CONDUCTING LAMD AREA SEARCH, CHILEAN AT (ﬁACH)
Jas FOUR C~45 AND SIX C=47 °LUS JET HELOS AVAIL FOR SEARCH,
MOULTALN RESCUE TEAM STAN. ¢ G BY. FACH PRESE#TLY SEARCHING

WITH FOUR A/C ALO4UG 36 MILE SFCIGR FA"H (i20 [ILFS WIDE)
It SANTIAGO TO TALCA,

\

16. , cpr'usu, uvwacp chLh; TEL gap ., EXT o
O N S S

‘___,\"..._,‘w TR N—q-ﬂ""

w.—"f"

b v " ,...,.-*l—v—uﬂ.n‘
e e YL oy , e P Y A3 A g eyt £ T b A --v-!-lr \

Pt L B




NAVAL MESSAGE" NAVY DEPARTMENT

PRIORITY.
R 0649902 AUG: 49
FM COMUSMILGP CHILE

TO SECNAV
CcsaF

INFQ chO
BURERS
BUMED

st

USAFGO - _
COMIUNAVEO: UOMPTFWEEN (;
CINCWANT FLT

COMNAVAIRLANT

NAVAYNRAFECEN
JAGH RAVY
CHNAYMET

UNCLAS F. 0 U O SGCHMAA

CSAF F@R CABUALTY BRANCH
$UgJt PROGRESS REPORT NR TWo: ON MISSING Cné? BUNE.
17254 —_
AL aupERsMAN. ARTICLE Qw9801 (7)

;. FoL: REPORT ON EFFORTS FOR 6 AUGH

A, SAR EPFORT QHILEAN MILTITARY AND cIV a/C COMMENGED

0800 LOCAL €06%200Z), TO TERMINATE 1830 LOCAL, TWENTY

TWO A/C: FLYING TWENTY THREE: SORYIBS PUT IN 56 FLYING

HOURS | TYRES PARTYCIPATING SIMILAR FIRST REPORT, AFSEC

Cud? FLEH ADDITTONAL S PLUS 30 HRS ON: SEARCH MISSI10N IN

VICINITY 34 DEGRGES-»-.35 DEGREES $ 70 DEGREES »,71 DEGREEWS

Wy, GENERAL AREAS ‘SEARGHED WERE 30e308: TO 36#008S; BORDER 'TO

c0AST CONCENTRATING: IN AREA TO EAST OF RANCAGUA (%0 M! S0

SANT1AGO) WHERE: A/C: ENGINES HEARDI EVE 4 AUGY WELO ALSO COVERING
 RAVINES. AND: PASSEB THIS AREA,-

B: WEATHER ALONG: WESTS{DE ANDES CLEAR BELONW 13, 5Q0

CcEjLING. APPROX. 10 MEI%RS NEW SNQW, MTS," RUGGEg . SHARP

PINNacLES AND DEPRESSIONS FiLLED WITH SNOW, AFSEg: Gmd7

REPORTS STDNGN;NDS DOWN: CORpILLERA, NEW: DEBP SNON 1S

ut

MED(2) PERBLL) ., ACT 048024

Dgiatnt’égog‘- ’ . , ‘ : .

SNEB) 9982120 90€1) 40¢5) 03J(4) Fp(1é) H4(1) B6(2) 007¢2)

092%2) 1pfe) Fp(%) BFR(1) JABLS) NAVRE (3} « 066
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NAVAL MESSAGE | | ~ NAVY DEPARTMENT

MOST FQRMIDABLE DETERRENT FOR S1GGHTING, ‘
C. ARGENTINE MILAIR CONDUCTING SEARCH THEJR AREA WITH
0=C=130, 3eFwuBb, 208w47, AND CHAFSEC Cwda7,

2, USAFO D}SPATCHING ADDITIONAL Cw130 FOR SEARCH, ONE

C=130 ARRIVED 1600 LOCAL TODAY, WILLL' PROVIDE: HJGH ALT/

ENDURANCE' SEARCH OVER CORDILLERA COMMENDING 7TH,

3, WOMENS: GROUP: OF 'CHILEAN/AMERIGAN WIVES HAVE LJST"
FO HOMES IN. VINA DEL MAR/VALRARAISO AREA AVAILABLE TO
RECEJVE. RELATIVES: OF MISSING PERSONNEL SHOULD THE
OCCASION ARISE . = o

4, FOR UgCINGSO, IN ORDER PROYIPE: LOGAL' PRESS 4PPRECIATION
0F SgaRcW PROBELME REQUEST jUTH PERMIT US{S sPRROVED

NEWSMEN RIDE C=i30,.

‘/'l PRI é’f;f‘.» ‘ . .
CONTROL NO. y o TIME OF RECEIPT [DATE TIME GROUP
,009:;81[2/"#1/?;. | 06/22267_ 0619302 AUG 69




© NAVAL MESSAGE- © NAVY DEPARTMENT

PRIORITY
P. 100041Z AUG 69 | |
FM COMUSMILGP CHILE: | | |

TO USCINCSO

INFO CNO | AS
BUPERS' o o | (:LAJQ/
COMSAFS$0 ~ ' |

 COMU§ARSO. | - \{fl
- COMUBNAVSOD - . I (E//’A |
~ URMBG: SC=P 0722107 (UT v

NAVSTA RBDMAN
“BURERSMANs. ‘ARTICLE' C+9801 (W, ' o

"' 4, MRSy CLAUDINE FERNANDEZ, DEPENDENT WIFE OF;
ATC! JOE, FERNANDEZS MRS, SHELBY MOONEY, DEPENDENT WIFE
.QF LCDR.HARLOD Ly . MOONEY, JR,3 MRS, -ELIZABETH: ANNE SMITH,
" .DEPENDENT WIFE: OFi CaP B\ 3 AND MRS, CARDL' o 1
CTILTON, BEPENDENT WIFE OF: CDR ROBERT L TILTON WERE e
~ ABOARD SUBY. A/c. ;jqnuunsrANcEs OF: MISHAP paevxauva R

REPORTED, . DRI o

a PATE. AND PLACE oF BIRTH or NAV PERS INVOLVED
(INCLUBING DEPENDENTS), -

AT dOE-FERNANDEZ, 09 MAY 29 EL: PASOs. TEX,.

_MRS: CLAUDINE: FERNANDEZ, 16- AUG' 24, "PLACE UNKNOWN.
ADGS JOHN: T. HIGGINS; 24 AUG' 30, MEDFORD, MASS
LCDR JAMES P  KUHNy 9 DEC .34: 0SABE, I0WA
LEDR HARBLD Ly  MOONEY: 9 JUL: 32; Ny Yoo N AME
. MRS. -SHWELBY MOONEY: UNKNQWN, v

MRB4 EWIZABETH A¢. SMITH, 9 APR 22u NLLKESBARRE. PA, .
MRS CARGL My TILTON, -11 APR-'29, EMPOR{A, KANGAS
‘CDR/RAlPHJy.. TOULH; 125 JUN 27, DES’ MO[NES) : 10WA.
MRS« NBRMA A. TBUGH» 22 MAY 27, HEHPHJS. TENN:

,UNcLAs“; "'

SECH AR A ' o
.SUB.J& “M]SSING: C-47 BUN 17254

MED‘E))‘PERS(!.) ,.j.,;fi‘:r,r e A ' : , B :04820C:
«SN(bi 093(2) 099212) 1“5) 03(1J USV(!) 50{16) 51(1) 56(2)

007(R) . 092¢2) NlAFAP(“ IP(i) FP(E) BF'Rt(l) JAG15) e 00 0933 05 ,06}
LAPEL S8 ‘ |

CONTROL NO.> . - U @F PAGE .

rcmsﬂvsgngk&r"&Qo- iff,f»

’ “ufrrz‘ -rm,: GROUP

L 1000312 AUG69 ‘

‘TIMI OF RECEIPT
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- NAVAL MESSAGE -

NAVY DEPARTMENY

PRIORITY  ‘v// B

P 10004817 AUG 69
FM COMUSMIL GP, CHILE

TO BUPERS
INFO CNO.
UscINGS0
COMUSNBVSO
UNCLAS

SCCH AA T A R
SUBJ¢ MJSSING NAVSEc~Q*47*eu&RC17254

1, KORMER PILOT NAVSEC A/C, .CDR QUINTEN A, KELSO,

49082841310 SHOULD: BE: IN GONUS TRANSIT TO-NEW DUTY

STATLON, o - L

2. LF POSSIBLE: TD CONTACT NOULD APPRECIAT ANY INFO

HE MAY HAVE. ON  ROUTES QR-SHORTCUTS. WHICH HE' AND CREW MEMBERS
MAY MAVE: USED: IN VICINITY CURICO <. MARARGUE;: ADVISE: WE BELIEVE
PLANE WITHIN 50 MaLEs or SANTIAGO BUT Nunenous PASSES AND ~
ALTERNATIVES" EXIST. T e -

333<6o ¥e,COG ‘ ' ' 03360C
SN(5) Q027 09(1) 099(1) 0%0¢1) 90(1) 03(1> 30(3) 31(5) 32¢(8)

34(2) 04¢2y 05(8) 50(16) 51(1) 53(4) 06(1) 61(2) 07¢1) 092(14)

094412) 995(5) 098(4) 007.(6) NRCt1) NAAFAP(i) IP(B) FTP(5)

BFR(%) JAGES). OLA(S) 00N(5) PERS(iJ + 62 : - 144

1 TIME OF: nzcsm'r _ DATE TIME GROUP

' 10{07102

CONTROL NO.

C15043/44HM

{1000317 AUG. 69




vzczcucsuvz
D0 RUGRYECS: - :
DE: RULPAF miBa7 22&6306

ZNR Ububu

D 1003082 AUG 69 ©

FH DEYT 17EARRC. ALBEBOK AFB Ce

TD RUCTEUAZARRE/ARBCP/SCOTY AFB (L
ANFE RUYRAGASWE easac R EINs A?e GA

wrnrr#w

RUCTEUAZMAC ZHADCOR - A , .
RUEFHOA/AFCR/WASH BG Re/RS/ b -
DNTRIA/MGPJSCUTtegﬁﬂ éLL 3%, 404008 R
RUEFHOA/HD - UBAT/WABN: DE/ AFKOPFH- o ongs e 4 g
RULPAL/USCINESO/OUARRY - H?s ct B ;;N f? }AE 52‘321’;591,"";3?3 2
ygggggggg;h‘ ‘ ; C 61 g7 692 gok pos T8 ﬁw
: WPMR““”“ NRC NASFAP 17 FP'BFR JAG ,
gmpax/usansa CE - ' OLA OON ‘PERS 62 B
cuAAA(usanAwauaxuihL AFB #LA :
JLENAZUSNAVEQ €T . IR
EGNA/USHILEPICHiLE N ~ I (::
UEbHNAIAFEDG RT” n&?eut& Mb ’ D -~
RUCHAAAZUSARP VALY 7 MAXWELL Ars AL , o _
RUEONWA/AFEDS/FT RITCHIE-MD . - S P
$CRJCSKJCB/JSJHEQF’EM nESKIkAsH Bﬂ I = o
UNCLAS RCE:. . o R o Lo
8, BESCUE! ﬂRaBREBS'REPBR:NOsEFIVE; a. M15510N Na, 17«0280aUG. 69%

By SITUATION, USN Bwd7 MISS{NG ON'FLIGHT FROM. SANTIAGO CHILE TO.
BUENOS A [RES Aneeumlmn? .8C, . PERSONNEL, 46 INVOLYED, 16 MISSING,

Dy FLYING ACTIVITIES) . cMiLEAN FORGES,. 1S AIRGRAFY, 15 SORTIESy.
g;sFLﬂlNG WRE us;!«roﬁossp ¥ Alﬂﬂﬁirla ¢ SORTIES) 9.5 FLYING
. + .
18) AREA ssancﬂ&u, SANE: AS waoamesa REFORT KO, FOUR, ‘
as. FUTURE: RLANSY - BONTINGE SEARCK 1IN AREA OF  GAOUND REPDRT5.

MgkfgngcASns;*ﬁanﬁe WITH noSst!" GrD raa eaRLv 1IN "ue
u~| .

' !: 917 o
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' NAVAL MESSAGE " NAVY DEPARTMENT

e e e s o= it - . i

PRIORITY
P 08145072 AUG 69
Fu COMUSMILGP CHILE o o4 18 : ;

\3 J
T NAVSTA RopMan 089 L

o RommlNa CHANGE
CUINFO SECNAV

T BUPERS i

BUMED

NAVY FINANCE CENTER CLEVE‘:LANU OkIO
COMTHREE ' |

COMELEVEN '

7

“ UNCLAS SSSH-C

sUBJ:  NAVY PE

.. RS ABOARD MISSING NAVSEC C-«7 sUNR 17254

" A, MY MSG 0520202
B, URMSG D62219Z

- MAKE FOL CHANGES TO REF 4. ' :
‘A, CONCERNING JOE FERNANJEZ, Arc.154¢ UsnN - -
CFBXTROT: ADD SPOUSE CLAUDINE . FERNANDEZ

" NEE COX ABOARD SAME A/C_%iiiSSING) | 3

- JULIBTT: 1. DELETE. AND

EFULEE S AT BAs

 NOVEMBER: 2. ADD Pe2 75.00 AND FORDU 22.50, .
.8, CONCERNING JOHN THOMAS HIGGINS, ADCS, 3\,
USN . ‘ - V : ' } ‘
‘NOVEMRER - @ 2 'ADD FORDU 22.50, '
C. CONCERNING JAMES PETER KUHN, LCDR:  BL
" - USN: - A |
CJULIETT: 1, DELETE. By AND

AD. A, -
& e T T . DEPENDENT CHILDREN!
) MED/PERS/g50¢a¢¢¢ Uu ’ B . :
<w ;§; gg ¢§ #98 g9B2 14 #3 P3V 54 51 56 ~07 f5: ~RFAP FP BFR JAG NAVREL
‘manvvxﬁcﬁv v o o (6 | 04801C

;éﬂ%ﬁ///nﬁvvwl/ﬁﬂrﬂxpﬂV/?iAAxV/ AWAVX/ﬁﬁrvzI/AM77/AJV/VF//V¥/ﬂF V¥]/ﬁ¥¥
NMEZA/S’)’///W/M//JZ/NW{#;/ PER CDO CREW 2 " WA 034
CONYROL NO. YT oF  eAGE TINE OF u:camzr ‘ ATETWE GRS
cr3iziseman B 4 ol 09400257 10814507 auG 69
o L;Wﬁmw : s B— ‘
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NAVAL MEsSL L

o

RTMRE

BOTH RESIDE . g
ADD SGLI. .

MIKE:
NOVEMBER:

21 DAYS FIGURED TO 4 AUG
CONCERNING HARGOLD LESTER MOUMEY,

0.

FOXTROT:

ABOARD SAME A/C

JULIETTE:
ADD
AND -

v et st 8

B
WITH MOTHER

3 CORRECT.TO READ 11 YEARS
69,

8 MOS

JRe s LT,
» USKN . .

ADD SPOUSE SHELEY MUOUNEY NEE PENN

(MISSING .

DELETE

By

1.

- NOVEMBER: 3,

CORRECT TU READ 45 YEARS

06 MOS 09 DAYS FIGURED T0 & AUG 69,
i‘!E'

USN.

CONCERNING RALFH JOWN TOUCH. CDR,

- FOXTROT:

ADD SPOUSE NORMA ANs TOUCH NEE

* ABOARD SaAME A/C

(MISSING),

CJULIETT 1.

"

DELETE"

HEIST

ADD

.. N —— )
MIKE:  AUD SGL] ANU.PENN]NSULAK LIFE INS CO,
' . B o : ‘ ' : ; i
CONTROL NO. ! EA$E<. GF PAGE v %TiME OF RECEIPT '€b$TE‘ﬂM! GROUP |
. e ‘ T - . ; v S
L8324/ 2 /MH/T S 2 -l usracesz 0814502 AUG 6
R R R S S TR == e s ; SRR :
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NAVAL MESSAGE = . o " NAVY DEPARTMENT

CPRIGRITY |
P 1000312 AUG 69
FM COMUSMILGP, CHILE

10 NRC. CUEVELAND

INFR- NﬁVSTA RODMAN:

‘USCINCSO
USNANSE: o -
SEGNAV , S \

'EUPEES I V ‘  ~f;{'>yA : Cja&Zé,

 UNCLﬂS EFT o 7 FiiD. u o

SOCH: As. )
‘:SUBJJ "NAVY PERS ABOHRD mlsslwa,‘nvssc 0=47 . BUNR'
Ra. NAYSTA RODMANI MSG:-0904367. (NQT ALY,
By. DOB Ml PAY AND: ALLOWANCES! ENTTTC
Cy. MY MSG:081450Z, - ~
By .M¥ NSG 0520207,
- SUBJ. RERS. GOMPLETED: SECTION 88, RECORD or EMERGENCY
' DATA- (NAVPERS 60%=2) AS INDICATED,. ___

~ATC! JOB: FERNANDEZS

CoEAgHy i
| - ADCS: JQHNxTHQMAS HIGGINSI a

LC?R JAMES PETER: KHUNT ;
W EH 7\‘ )
CHECK: BHOULD BE: MAJLED :C/0 OHIEF,  NAVYSECTION, US MILTTARY
QROUR, -CHIKE, APQ'NY 09869 FQR"SAFE{DELLVERY, .
 LCDR:HERALD' LESTER MOONEY, :JR1 MRS, .SHELBY 'PENN

“MOONEY' (WIFE) . (MISSING ABOARD-SAME: A20Y ;

7254

NTS: MMIUAL v

‘CHLEDREN: |
B-L LI REBLBE: >
Ceem e )o ALLIRESIDE: (), :
L "DTD2 AUG: 19! INDICATES: THAT + .

© MILLIAGT AS: GUARDTANS: FOR.CHILDREN,. L CURRBNTLY'

ﬂPERS(1J-— daib o . o "‘ © e8208

~05189.‘i‘-GOG!
SNtS) 09843) 09823(2) 10(5) 03(1) 03viL) 59(163 5111) ‘36(2)
-007(g) 092¢2). NM\FAP(H / 9(11 F‘FH) BFRKH JAG!(5) +-00:09 33 62 33

NAVREL" '“°°§f

TMEOF n:cnpr

10412097

“CONTRQL No | nng fmz onoup ‘

| 1000312 AUG" 69

ki b . 2 et e e, 1 e o




NAVAL MESSAGE o | NAVY DEPARTMENT

TAD BOSTAN NAVAL. SHIPYARD AND HE HAS BEEN ADVISED QOF-
ACCIRENT,

CDR RALPH JOHN TOUGH! MRS, NORMA. ANN AOUCH (NIFE)
(M]SSING ABOARD. SAMEA/C), °

80 PER CENT, CHILDREN: mT

. : B l
v | B © ALL RESILE

| CHECK™ SHOULD ‘BE. MAILED C/0 CHIEF,
NAVY SECTIQN, USMILGR, CHILE. APQ: NY 09869 FOR SAFE
DELIVERY, . ‘ . o - o

DATE TiME cnoup R

1000317 e B o

TIME OF RECEIRT

10712092

CONTGOL NO

fasamsﬁnnnn/
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RUCRJCS»ZXY 16

0 0823487 AUG 69 TBL 'Bﬁ “ Nl
FM DET 17EARRC ALBBOOK AFBRBEBE CT : . 4
TO RUKTAAA/HG ARRBZARQOFASCOTY AFE- ILL. 1573 ( S
INFO RUVRAGA/ZMD Enlnc ROBINE AFB a& : . SR :
RUCIEVA/MAC/MADCOS. - ?
- RUEFHQA/AFCP WASH: BC - S
RUWTRTA/MCP BCOTT AFB ILL . : : L
RUEFHQA/HG UBAF: NABH DC/AFXOPFH. B | ¥
“RULPAL/ZUSCINCED QUARRY Hrs g1 ( + Qxz =
ZEN/USAF 6Q/CP N xs o ! iy
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v el
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SEARCH {N AREAB OF:GROUND REPORTS, . LATE: TH!S APFERNOON. GROUND
REPORT PLACES POBSTIOLE: SIGNY 4T 33 DEGREES:B0%-e. Y0 DEBREES
‘53 NORTH THMIE HILL eE cuscuED av FIRST FLEGHY tu YHE nunnx~s,,a
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‘' FM DET 17EARRC ALBROOK- AFB cz.

 RUCIEUA/ZMAC/MADCOA:
 RUEFHQA/AFCP. WASH: BT
"RUWIRTAZMCPR SCOTY &FB:- ILL:

.-huErHaachs-JS/HEGTNEQ DEBI/HAEH pe-
" RULPAK/YSARBD CF c R
. RULPNAZUSNAVSO' €T - '

Ced) ACFT NO 45114 AND 2 AnaaanA FuB6 ACFY).

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
| BANZIAL MILITARY COMMSAND CEATER
o MPSSASE CENTIR

VZC2CUE5467 e
00 RUCRJCS ' ?
DE RUEFWEA #1504 2 133!0

IZNR UUUWU. ZpV RUEF ﬁAaut‘ RERQUTE. or RULWAFPLB04 2280029

RUCRJCS~ZX¥wty . =
0 0900252, AUG &9 - ﬂm “ ‘l”

TO RUKTAAA/WO ARRS(AROCP/SCOTY AF@: JLL
INFO RUYRAGAZWO EA ac»n031uc ‘AFB GA

T sg,ﬁnyji‘zﬂ«g 'ﬁ" ¢ 0

RUEFHQA/HQ USAF WABH: DCfArxaPru
RUESBA/USMILBP. ARGENT]NA
RULPAL/USCINCSD: OUIRR¥ 12741
RUEBNA/USMILGR CHILE
ZEN/UBAFSO/CP
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o

51X SORTIES FLOWN BY TH? FaB& ACFY NAD 70 BE ch SHORT nus Yo
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- NAVAL MESSAGE -~ | | NAVY DEPARTMENT
M
PRIORITY

P: 0820307 AUG 69

FM COMUSMILGP CHILE

TO SECNAV
CSaF

INFO CNO
BUPERS

BUMED ‘

JScINCSO0

USAF S0 ,q71
COMUSNAVS0/COML5 (/
CINLANTFLT . -
COMNAVATRLANT

NAVAVNSAFECEN. | Cllj\
JAG: NAVY

CHNAVMAT

UNCLAS F O U O

SCCHmAA
CSAF FOR CASUALTY BRANCH

SUBJ: PRQGRESS REPQRT NUMBER FQUR: MISSING C~47
‘BUNE: 17254 ,

A. BUPERSMAN, ARTICLE C-9801 (7)

1, FOL REPQRT ON: EFFORTS FOR 7 AUG:

A. SaR EFFORT COMMENCED 0800 LOCAL (071200Z) TO
TERMINATE. 1830 LOCAL. 14 A/C FLYING 18 SORTIES PUT IN
58 HQURS, AREA OFi CONCENTRATION 3350S 7014W,

B.. HEATHER SAME: AS YESTERDAY,

C, DUE TO: REPORTED AIRCRAFT SIGHTINGS AND REL1ABLE
REPDRTS OF AIRCRAFT OVERHEAD BY SOUND THE MAIN EFFORT
OF THE SEARCH WAS: GENTERED EAST AND SOUTHEAST 0F
RANCAGUA IN THE: CANYONS OF THE CACHAPOAL RJVER. MINING :
PERSONNEL: REPORTED THE AIRCRAFT OQVERHEAD AT THE TOuN i
OF SEWELL AND THE TWO -PEOPLE SOUTH OF SEWELL TWENTY
MILES REPORTED THE SOUND OF ENGINES AND A LQUND EXPLOS]ON: g
TH1S AREA HAS: BEEN CHECKED BY HELOS AND FIXED WINg
AIRCRAFT, THE: TIME OF THE REPORTS: wAS IN LINE WITH THE

33(6) wy ACT : 03360A
SN(5) 00¢2% 09(1) 09B(1) 090(1) 90(1) 03(1) 30(3) 31(5) 32(8)

3402) 04(2) 05(8) 50016) S51(1) B3£4) 06(1) 61(2) 07(1) 092(14)

0944122 095(5) 098(4) 007(6) NRC(1) NAAFAP(1) IP(5) FR(5)

BFR(1) JAGE5) OLA(S) OON(3) PERS(1) # 62 144
CONTROL NO, : N PAGE oF PAOGE TIME OF RECEIPT DATE TIME GROUP
C130927/27/MHY/F 1 =z 09700202 0820302 AUG 69
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NAVAL MESSAGE NAVY DEPARTMENT

meea——

TIME IT WOULD TAKE FOR A C~47 TO REACH THIS POINT FROM
SANTIAGO AND FITS THE FLIGHT PLAN FOR THE NAVY C~47, IT

IS ESTIMATED THAT THE SEARCH COVERAGE IS ABOUT 60 PERCENT,
THE MAJOR PRUBLEM [S THE HEAVY SNOW FALL AND DRIFTS
THORQUGHOUT THE AREA, TO THE WEST OF PLANNED TRACK THE
WEATHER HAS BEEN GOOD FOR AIR SEARCH, THIS AREA HAS HAD
100 PERCENT COVERAGE BY LIGHT AIRCRAFT AND CHILEAN MILITARY
AIRCRAFT, WE DO NOT HAVE INFORMATION ON THE COVERAGE ON

THE ARGENTINA SIDE OF THE ANDES,

2. WROUND SEARCH$ [N THE ANDES IT HAS BEEN DIFFICULT

TO MAKE A PRODUCTIVE GROUND SEARCH, GROUND PARTIES HAVE
BEEN TURNED BACK BY HEAVY SNOW, IN THE AREA TO THE WEST
OF PLANNED TRACK GOOD GROUND COVERAGE HAS BEEN
ACCOMPLIGHED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS,.IT Is DIFFICULT

TO ESTIMATE THE SQUARE MILES COVERED DURING GROUND
SEARCH AS ALL STATIONS HAVE NOT REPORTED IN,

CONTROL NO.

-81.5092/2/Mm/F

» PAGE VO,F' PAGE TIME OF RECEIFT 'DATE TIME GROUP
: ' 09/0020Z 0820302 AUG 69



NAVAL MESSAGE - NAVY DEPARTMENT
. USMC ADVISOR, PROVIDED LTC SMITH WILL AGREE TO
EXTENSJON, MSG TO THIS EFFECT WILL BE FORTHCOMING FROM CNO (0P-62),

3. AT THIS TIME THERE ARE NO ADDIT]ONAL REPORTS OVER AND ABOVE THOSE
ALREADY REQUIRED, .

4, IR REF: C. IMPLEMENTED, INDICATE DEPENDENT STAUS SHELBY PENN MOONEY,
FURTHER, RECOMMEND COMPLY REF D (PARTS . THAT APPLY TQ DEPENDENTS)
INCLUDING. DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH BOTH Syc- MEMBER AND DEPENDENTS,
REGARDLESS WHETHER BODIES RECOVERED OR NOQOT, . ,

ComTmeLWe. . [FAeE er  eAer [TwEorREGET . [oave TwEemour
£41382/2¢44/R: 07/23307 | 0722107 AUG 69




PRIORITY
P. 0556257 AUG 69
FM COMUSMILGR CHILE

TO SECNAV
GSAF

INFD" CNO

BUPERS

BUMEDR :
vCOMUSNAVSOACOMFIFTEEN

UNCLAS F O U D I 6;22214’
SCCH AA | | | |

CSAF FQR CASUALTY BRANCH - o v ‘41
SUBJI MISSING NAVSEC C-47 BUNR 17254 : -

A, BUPERSMAN C9801¢(86)

i, BEEOW'PERS ABOARD SUBJ A/C LONG OVER DUE AND M]SSING,

‘SAR BY CHILEAN ARMED FORCES AND NAT ROLICE UNDERWAY, A4S OF
"THIS. TIME NO RESULTS, AIRCRAFT DEPARTED LQS CERRILLOS 0420502
ENROUTE. TO EZE]ZA AIRPORT BUENOS A[RES, LAST REPORTED ROSJTION
ANGOBTURA, 27 MILES SOUTH SANTJAGO, NEXT REPORT 'VOR CUR[CO

ETA 21332, WEATHER: TURBULENT WITH ICIMNG AND CUMULQ NIMBUYS,

NO INFO THES TIME ON CJRCUMSTANCES CAUSING MISHAP, NEXT OF KIN
NOT ADVISED, SERVJCE RECORDS ANR OTHER PARTICULARS. WITH NAVSEC
IN VALPARAISO. ~ o x

2, RASSENGER: LJSTI o ‘ S
SSGT RONNIE BALL, FR Bl . USAF :
MRS. NGRMA BALL: o ‘

ATC JOE FERNANDEZ, B~k USN

MRSs CLAUDINE: FERNANDEZ 4 R

ADCS JOHN T, HIGGINS, "R-L, . USN

SSGT FRANK HWOMER, FR TP,  USAF

MRSs CARQL: HOMER

LCDR JAMES P, KUWN, B-lp. USN

LCOR HARGLD Ly MOONEY. i (,” USN
MRSy . SHELBY MOQNEY' | :

.TSGT ROBERT PATTERSON, FR  3—'o , USAF

..MED(Z)/#PERS (1) .,.ACT . = C . o o ‘ 048204
05¢(83,%.C0G : '

SN(S) 09B(3) 09B2(2) 10(5) 03(1) 03V(1) 50(16) 5411) 56(2) )

007C(@) 092¢2) NAAFAP(1) IP(1) FP(3) BFR(L) JAG(S) + 063

- 1
TIME OF RECEIPT " pATE TIME aROUP

ZOOBZMHF

CONTROL NO.

c0733942¢, /

{0516252 avG 69
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NAVAL MESSAGE S - NAVY DEPARTMENT

e —

MRS. ESTHER PATTERSON‘

MRS. FLOYD E, SM|TH (DEPENDENT WIFE CAPT ! Bl . USN)
MRS. ROBERT L, TILTON (DEPENDENT WIFE COR -9 \» . SC,
TBlp USN)

CDR RALPH J, TOUCH, - USN
MRS. NORMA TQUCH

CONTROL'KQ, ~
- <

c07329/24 J

TIME OF RECEIPT

2008ZMHF

.y * 2 R L
| oATE TINE SREWR. ;
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NAVAL MESSAGE o NAVY DEPARTMEN:

".‘..-‘/:P?T 5—-\.9 ‘ARE RESIDING WJTH SERVICE MEMBERS [N CHILE.

4, ADVISE |F BETTER ADDRESS .CAN BE PRQVIDED FOR MOTHER [N LaW OF
CDR R:-d. TOUCH: LATEST ADDRESS ON NAVPERS 6012 DTD 15 JUL 69 IS
CHICAQGO  JLLINOIS,.

5. ASSURE. BUPERS BE KEPT INFORMED: QF RESCUE OPERATIONS AND ANY
CHANGE IN STATUS,

T

DATE TIME GROUR

0519507 AUG 69

“TTIME 0P RECEIPT

06700092

CONTROL NO,Y 1.

007333‘2/80/’.‘ K




'NAVAL MESSAGE © . NAVY DEPARTMENT
ROUTINE

R. 0632192 AUG 69
FM NAVSTA RODMAN

- T0 COMUSMILGP CHILE

INFO SECNAV

BUPERS

BUMED WASHBC :

"NAVY FINANGE CENTER: CLEVELAND OHO:
- COMMANDANT THJRD NAVAL: DISTRICT NY -
COMMANRANT ELEVENTH: NAVAL DISTRICT SAN DIEGO
- COMMANDANT FJRST NAVAL DISTRICT BOSTON
GCOMMANRANT NINTH. NAVAL DISTRICT CHICAQO
- UsciIncso

.~ USNAVSE
CNO.
GSAF

" UNCLAS E F:T O

7220 NAVY PERS ABOARD MISSING NAVS
REF1 A. YOUR 052020 AUG. 69
DODPM: TABLE: 453
c,‘DODPM TABLE. 451
©o Dy MPP 40501.C.

14 REF A REQUESTS: THIS ACT MAKE DEATH GRATUITY PHTS, 'REF B PROVIDES
THAT D0, CAN MAKE PMTS ONLY TO THOSE BENEFICIARIES:RESIDING AT OR
NEAR MBRIS DUTY STATION, MRS, CATHERINE KUHN ONLY BENEFICIARY FALLING
- IN THIS CATEGORY, ALL. BENEF[CIARIES RES[DING IN: CONUS NILL BE ‘

PAID GUATUITy By NFC CLEVE, A ,

2, REF C PROVIDES: THAT ‘PMT or DEATH GRATUITY WILL BE MADE TD SURVIVORS

IN FOLLOW[NG ORDER: -SPOUSE) CHILD: OR.CHILDREN: REGARDLESS OF AGE OR
MARITAL STATUS IN: EQUAL SHARES) RELATIVES CONSISTING OF PARENTS,

.~ BRUTHER, AND. SISTERS OR A COMBINATION .OF THESE; [F S0 DESIGNATED BY

~ 'MEMBER, 8IN EQUAL! SHARES ‘UNLESS SPECIF1C' PERCENTAGES ARE SHOWN; PARENTS
IN EQUAL SHARES; AND BROTHERS AND S1STERS |N EQUAL SHARES, ACCORDINGLY,
R NP ITEMS: SUGMITTED IN REF: 4 REQUIRE CLARIFICATION AND/OR. con- V

HECTION FOR THE FDLLDHING HEHBERSI FERNANDEZ - SUBSTITUTE N\

05(8).,.c0G ‘ ,
SN(5) 0%9p () 0982(2) 10(5) 0341) oavtiw 50(16) 51(1) 56¢2)
007(2) 092¢2) NAAFAP(1) IP(1) FP(3) BFR(1) JAG(5) + 00 0% 33 62 063

DATE TIME GROUP

| 0622197 Aug 69

TIME OF REGEIPT

| 07713062

. connot. NO.

c10426/3/MH/7y9




-PRIGRITY |
P 0520852, AUG: 69
FM COMUSMILGP: CHILE

-TO: SECSTATE
SECNAY
CBAF:

; .ENO:

_INFD USC{NGSO: ;
YSN&VSQ: o - .

SAF80 |
CINGLANTFLT - - (jZk/L /7

COMNAVAIRLANT B
Cj —

UNGLAS F: 0 U0

SCHH. A&
SUBJE MISSING: NAVSEC :Gw47 BUNR 17254

US19. CHILE: ADVISES THAT LOCAL: PRESS HED'A HAS. OBTAINED
dST ‘OF;; NAMES: OF .16 ‘PASSENGERS ABOARD - SUBJ Alc AND INTENDS TO
PRINW iN LOCALiI PRESS, ‘

2, .TQ THIS TIME: NO'RESULTS FM SAR EFFonTs GHILEAN A, T
LOCAL:‘ROLICY THIS: EMBASSY AND: MILGP . IS NOT 1O courlnn OR BENY
LIST OF: PASSENGERS ‘UNTIL AUTHORIZED,

33060 ¥.,AGT 033604
L§NCST Q0429 09(1) 098(1) uwo&:w 9011, 03(1) 30(3) 31(8) 32(8)
- o34(29 0426 -05¢8) 50(16) 51¢1) 53(4} 0641) 61(2) 07(1) 092(14)
10944320 :495(5) 098(4) 00716) NRC(L) NAAFAP(1). IP(5) FP(S) (
: BFREEY -JAGES) OLAK5) OONES) - PERS(I) .62 o 144

CONTROL NO. o - | rme or sgcairy DATE TG SROVP
co7174nzznmrr;- 1 S 'g‘ 09718402

|0920852 - aug: 69
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NAVAL MESSAGE o NAVY DEPARTMENT

AND . B "AND OMIT MOTHER, 'T3f90 - SUBSTITUTE WIFE,
AND QMIT L AND - RAY RECORD INDICATES

TWO- IEPENDI:NTTs'a, UTHER THAN WIFE,. RESIBING IN CHILE = ALL: DEPENDENT
CHILBREN SHOULD BE INCLUDED UNDER: THIS ITEM, REGRETTABLY, REF B AND D
BAR PMT QF DEATH GRATUITY To OR IN BEHALF OF CHILDREN BY FIELD :D.0O,
THESE PAYMENTS WILL ALSO BE MADE BY NEC' CLEVE,

3, FOLLOWING ARE OMISSIONS FROM ANp/QOR- DISCREPANCIES NITH CERTAIN
ITEMS. REPORTED BY REF A, AS VERIFIED WITH PAY BECORDS OF FOLLOWING:
MEMBERS: FERNANDEZ - NOVEMBER (2), ADD P=2 75.DOLS AND FORDU 22,80 pOLS.
KUHN .« M{KE, ADD SGLI, NOVEMBER (3), PAYREC SHows 41" YRS 08 MOS' 21
DAYS VICE. 11 YRS 06 MOS 16 DAYS:

MOONEY - NOVEMBER: (3) PAYREC SHOWS 15 YRS 06 HOS ‘09 $AYS VICE 15 YRS

U2 MGS 11 DAYS ;

TOUCH - MIKE, ADD. SGLI AND PENNINSULAR LIFE: INS, €0,

v

et

E ! . T v .
£ - . L . i

CONTROL NO. L ‘PAGE.  OF PAGE .- . - |TME OF RECEIPT.. DATE TIME GROUP
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~UUUHU 't :
{! Jw02392 ALG 5
?F DEY 17 E&RRU AE

iEuﬁ/nar/hAacaA :
HaALAF CR uﬁSHlNSTQN o¢
FGETHTAAMLE GONTT AFB ILL
GLBBBSASNG USAF/AFKOPF M
Rt RALZUSCINCES QUARRY mYS L4
TEN/USARSQ/OP ‘
RULPAK/SSARED 2
ﬁﬁLFNAAKUSNéUbD o
RUEBENA/USMILGR CHILE
J%&SﬁfUSMI GP ARGENTnA
% ﬁhdﬁflbﬁpk ¥ RLTCNim MB , )
AUCHAAR/USAZ /AL T /MAXKWELL AFE 5Lk !
RUCRJCSAJCS » U2, WESTHEM DESK wasH Dc
et
UNCLAS RCC \L R : ~
1. HEEGUE PROGRESY REFORY NO: Y0, g, MISBIUR NO, 87-Dibab AUG 09,
3, SITUATIONL USN Bwd7-MISSING ON FLIGHT FROM BaNTIAGD CNILE TO
BUENO& AIREE ARGENTINA, 3¢, YE&SONNELD 16 INVOLYVED, 16 WISSING,
S, FLYING ACTIVITYE (41 CMILEAN FORCES «- 23 AIRCRAFT, 21 SORTIeS,
&9 FLYING MOURS, (@) USAF FORCES » 2 AIRCRAFT, & SORTIES, 12 FLYING
ROURS, (32 “9&g "ﬁémcprog Ak CcHILEAN LaNh 1489 BETxREW 33308 T
36008 BETHEEN THE ARGENTING SOROER AND THE v4a%r%N SOAEY, INTENBIVE
SEARCH AREAB! ,419s 70400 » 15 wiLk RaBJUS, 3€3T5 Y0Z0W « 15 MILE
RALITUS, ’
3525 5 7040w - 15%M(LE Rapiub, (]
DUE 70 MOUNTAINUOUR TERRLIN, aF,

¥

SIE) ESYZHAT& 50 FEROENT BFFECTIVE
jRE BLakbe gy QONTINUE SEARCH, IR
BaME AREAS anND &LSH® HlGs=ER &L GEARGE WITH uuxﬁﬁ {2) $SAR PORCOES
ﬁva;ngLE ON OF AUQ SAME &% UW G G W]TM &udETIDh OF ONE €13,

< §B, t47 ONE Codt30 BELAYED &Y Lins ‘ﬁﬁ 4AINTthNyb w ARRI{VED SEARGH
SE& TODAY, 3y AREM ﬁeéﬂuw IN BUUARE MILES » 35,000, PLUS 675

S&HAﬁt tsta PARQHED EATENEIVELY,
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ENR DUULY DELIVERED T3 g

V...P P610922 AUG 69 zrm , ﬁé : EURTYIN?-“Z’;?ER By HANH
apls. ey
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Fi* COMUSMILGP GHILEV

T e

| SGNeEp, Bl
TO RUENAAA/SECNAV T

RUEFHQA/CSAF

INFO RUENAAA/CNO
RUEBJF A/BUPERS#™
RUEEJ14/BUNEL

RULPAL/ZUSGINGSO  /

RULPAF/USAFSO
RULFNA/COMSUNAYSO GOMF IFTEEN -
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CSAF FOF CASUALTY BRANCH

¢ .
SURJ? PROGRESS FEFORT NR 1W0 CN MISSIN

NE

17254 . : D . | ' i ";,
A->fUFﬁRSPANl AFTICLE 0?9501~?7) I " ‘ S0 ///////
1. FOL FEFORT ON FFKORTS FOF 6 AUGY l"” | R
A+ SAP EFFORT CHILEAN MILITARY AND CIV AC COMMFNCEE | |

PEDL LOCAL (0€12092)e TO TEFNINAIE 1aaz LOCALs TUENTY ‘\\({333;§:,(§;t~h~
TWO .A/C FLYING TUENTY TPREE SCRTIES PUT N 56 FLYING g ,r\*\r |
HOUF S TYRLS FARTICGIPATING SIMILAR FIRST REPOFT- AFSEG

C=47 FLEW ADDITIOMAL S FLUDS 3¢ HRS ON SEARCH MI%SIOh IN

T

| VICINITY 34 DEGPEES = 3Z DEGREES § 10 DEGFEES = 71 DEGRPEW

W GENERAL AREAS QEARCHFD WERF 3@‘365 TO 66*9?5! EORDER TO

B UEATHEP ALONG WESASIDE AhDFS CLEPR BELOW l‘!“ﬂﬁ il

e
i
!
?

MOST FORMIDABLE DETERKENT FOR SIGCH11NG.‘Q.ﬂ o

Lo .
ety P A niFo o wmm e oA g

COART CONCENTFATING IN ARFA TG FAQT OF RANCAGUA (50 M1 q0

SPNTIAGOJ WHERE A/C ENGINES HEAFD EVE 4 AUGa hELO\AlS%~COVERING
REVINES AND PASSES THIS AFEAo L | . AR

P
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. .

CEILIFG. APPROX 10 METERS NEUW ShOWo MTS. RUGGEDt SHARP
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Cy ARLLhTINE WILATR CONDUCTING SEARCH THEIR AREA WITH S A «

AR A o f . ’ e, RS

'@ﬂc-xam. 3=F=86s 29C=4T# ANL CHAFSEC c=47s w,f ‘ f}",f ;W;~ A
| 2¢ USAFO DISPATCHING ADDITIGNAL 0=130 FCR SEARCHe ONE . o
Chl‘@ ARRIVED 1620 LOGAL TOBAYs WILLL PROVIDE KIGH ALT/
ENDURANCE SEARCH OVER CORDILLERA COMMENTING TTH. 3 ;k_f”é

3y WOMENS GPOUP OF CHILFAm/pMERICAN WIVES HAVE LIST
FO HOMES IN VINA DEL FAP/VAIFARAISO AREA AVAILAELE TO o

<n My S _'__‘_

e bt
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OCCI\SIOI\‘ ARISE

oF SEARCH PFOBELMS FEGUEST AUTH FuHVIT USI AFPROVER
NEWSMEN RIDE C=186s | !
BT

#1839 o S o o

.
-
i
o I - o e e e e e i
! s . : R AN .
: . = B . . VL
g D A - B o
| AR - L ) I
i ‘. , . .. RN
v T . rah » ¢ v .
B ‘
% . .
H - o >\ )
; v . IS - : .
‘* L Sl P
B P . . R Wb, 4 . ]
. a0 A R R i
; : W o AN - ' '
i - ’ P (Y S i
i . N N ey v L RETSEREE .
i - B O PO i R .
= e AT v,
B M . S - .
. - . . .
- ‘ .\l N e .. o
. . \ : N AN 5 o
» e S i e o . e
- \ . AR
B - M . Lo vy BT LA
¢ » ) (O R : e
o 7 IS e K , K . e
H i L . PRI
H . [3 . L . LY R P
i 5 - - oy
‘ Ve b A . J
s/ L oo o I8
P Loty X e B
N ! .
1 - s - .. - £
: NG N
- — ¢ L . A Vi
s . ' . st :
P - r‘ L SN A
-l , s AR
el . a .. /



; . —
S * . ¥ . f.
'. o " ' 1 * o Vo ‘
-, :..A:’; ,,,,, % . - -
¢ .4,- o, TR TLEI KRNSO S ‘:‘
NNNhCZCFJASﬂl o
PRTUZYLY HUEAFSAQb4¢ 2192:33 UUUU”“PU?BJFA.I B
.. DE WUESKA #186) 219¢2aa,;, ,->=]:j;vu e ‘E?
N e BR o;meL usaoN
| ZNR uuuuu . ‘; ;751.aﬂv“'v;.'J b o

P ﬁ?alabz AUG 69 ?FP“A .
Fm COnUSMILGP CHILE
T FUFNAAA/SECNAgf |
RUEFHGA/CQAF | .'
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SLBJI PROGRESS RFPORT NR THHEE MISSIN‘

UNCLAS F o u 0 WTHQf'

SCCH- AA

é

CSAF POR LACUALTY BRANCH

N

1o FOL ﬁFPOET ON EFFORTS FUK 7 AUG: |
Ao SRR EFFECT CNILEAN FIlITARY AND CIVIALIAN 4/C COMMENCED 0835

LocaL cnvxzsbr) DUE TO FOOR WEATHER IN QEARCH AREps 7O TERMINATE/
1620 LOCAL- EIGHT CHILFAN A/G FLFW 12 eonrlzs FoR 27 HFS AND rwo -
' USAF A/C 2 SORTIES FOK 10 1/2 HFS TOTALS 10, arc 1& qurxgs POR 37 ;,2‘
nns. GENERAL AkEA SEARCHED As TN REPOR1 1wo. CONCENTRATFD.SFARCH

BFTMEEN 54!?38 TO 54!5ﬂ5 AND 7Q!ﬂb 10 7E!56W¢ DUE HIGH WINFS NO

HFLOS FLEW TODRY.VMODFRATF 10 SEVERF TURBULENCE IN SEARCH AREA

THUS FESTRICTING ALL QEARCH EFFORTS. v o , '
20 FUTURF FLANQ ARF TO CONTINUE SEARCH IN SAME AREAS WITH HIGHFR

C B

ALTITUDE 'SEARCH w:rn O C"15PS ACSIGNEDa 1 e 'ij‘,V'“_’ ;;{

3 AFGFNTINE NILAIR AND NILGP USAF 0-47 CONDUCTED SEARCH OTHER SIDF

HITF 3 475: 2 F~ues AND 1 c*lSﬂa

-4;’ ALL LFADS RECFIUED WERE FOLLONED BY SEARCH EFFORT WITH NEGATIVE

RESULTS; ’;7f7" }"fg;.7‘.>’ ~i57{ii“‘ﬁ;$ai? i-‘*‘f*§1*¥7§f>*f€r5;fﬂ
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V20ZeJC5002 | |
DE RUBOEF 4 #1574 2082302
ZNR UUUWU gmﬁzaeﬁ

0 1422507 AYG 69
FM DET 17/EARRC. ALBROOK AFB GZ

TD RUCIEUA/MQ ARRSGZAROCP/ACOTY AFE ILL
JNFO RUVRAGA/WO EABRC RCBBINS AFB;&
RUCIEUAAMAC/MAOCOA
RUEFHQA/AFCP WASMINGTON DC
RUCTEUA/MCP SCOTY AFB ILL
RUEZHGASHO USAF7AFNOPFH
RULPAL/USCINCSD QUARRY HTS cz
ZEN/USAFSQ

‘RULPNA/USNAYED CZ : | K' ///// (jE:;AJ

RULPAK/WUSARED CZ

RUEQHWA/AFEDC FT RITCHIE MD

RUCBAAA/USAF/ALT/MAXWELL AFB ALA

RUEBNAZUSMILGP CHILE ,

RUEBBA/USMI LGP ARGENTINA

RYCRICS/JCSwJI WEBTHEM DESK NASHINGTON nc

ggwdELA/ACGS FORGHS AFB KAN

UNCLAS RCC ' ‘ '

i, RESCUE PRGGRESS REPBRT ND ShVEN -y 17-033-9 AUG 69

¥, SITUATIONI UBN Qw47 MISSION ON FgIGHT FROM SaNTIAGO, CHILE T®

BUENoe AIREB, ARGENTINA, 3C, PERSONNEL® 16 INVOLVED, 16 M]SSINGE®
30, FLYING ACTIVITY{ (1) USAF e -4 AJRGRAFT, 4 SDRTIES, 47 MWOURSY

" LR) CWILEAN FORCES) 7 AIRCRAFY, 9 SGRYIES, 28 HOURS, (3) ARBA

SEARCHEDY FROM 34098 TO 36065 BETWEEN 7D00W AND 71300W, (4) PQOD#

© 50 PERCENT DUE TO MOUNTAINOUS TERRIAN AND DEEP ENOW COVERAGE, 3k,

FUTURE PLANBY (1) BONTINUE SEARCH IN SAME-AREA AS TODAY, (2) FOKCES

AVAILABLE TOMORROW WILL RE SAME AS TODAY,.3G, (1) NEGAT]VE RESULTS

FROM SECARCH Erroars TDDAY, 3% SEARCH AREA. NEAfHER FORECASTED m
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NAVAL MESSAGE - - NAVY DEPARTMENT

s——
S——————

PRIQRIYY
R 11¢8207 AUG: 69
FM CWNAVRERS

TO CQMUBMILGRP CHILE

INFO CNO
USCINCEO

COMUBNAVSD o 5222;51//
UNCLES | o (ij - 41/:7

MISSENG NAMSEC Cr47 BUNO 17254
A, YQUR 5000347 AUG 69 »
Be MY 1023307 AUG' 69

1, CpR LRV | KAS BEEN' CONTACTED aND HE
MAY BE REACHED IN: CARE® OF B0 _ |
B PHONE NUMBER' AREA 0ODE -,
33(69 4.,C06 o | 03360C

SN(3)y o2y 0%¢1) Q9B(1) Q90(1) 90(1}. 03t1) 30(3) 31¢(5) J2¢(8)
34(2) pat2y 0B(8) 50(16) Sy¢y) TI(4) 0641 61¢2) 07(L) 002(1 M)
094432) (095¢5) 098(4) 007(6) ‘NRC{1) NAAPAR(1) IP(B) FP(B)

BFREEY JAQLS) 0Ll‘5$ BON(S? Eﬁﬁiiz 62 144

CONTROL NO.

CL6898/3/Un/Ry

OF TIME OF RECEIPT DATE TIME GRDUP.

11421097 1148407 AUGI 69
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PQTEZYUW RUEAESARTB4 2221258%EEEE==RUEBJFA RUEFHQA FUEBJFA FUEFJIA
RULFAF FUEONKA RUEBNBAs |
DE RAUESNA #18E2 22312p0 | N .~;§ "
ZNY REEE - - o R
P ilojise ay | L
66y
Fi COMUSMILGFs CHILE
110 RUEBJFA/SEGNAV
RUEFHQA/GSAF -
INFO RUENAAA/CNO
ﬁUEBJFA/BUPERS-—*

RUEBJ IA/BUMAL

RULFAL/USCINGSO
RULPAF/USAFO
RULENA/COMUSNAVS0/COMIS
RUEONKA/GINCLANTFLT
RUEENBA/GOMNAVATRLANT = -
‘RUEBJFA/NAVAquSAFEcEN
hUEBJFA/JAG NEYY —
-'RUEBJFA/CHNAVMAT
BT )
UNCLAS EF T O/ FOUO
SCCH AA o f‘_ B |
CSAF FOR CASUALTY BRANCH - . .
SUBJY PROGRESS REPORT NUMBER SIX MISSING C=47 EUNR 17254

As BUPERSMAN» ARTICLE Cw9&glcy) - .
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DE RUFSNA #1933 2262220
ZNR UUULD

O P 14283uZ AUG 69 ZFr4
FMCUPUSNILGP CHILE

TO RUKHC/
RUENAAA/SECNAV
RUEFHQA/CSAF

INKG RUENAAAZCNO
 RUEEJFA/BUFERS
RUEEJIA/BUMAL
RULPAL/USCINGSO
‘RULPAF/USAFSO
RULFNA/cqﬁUSNAvsoxcqmlﬁ
RUEDNKA/CINGLANTFLT -
RUCILMA/COMNAVAIRLA&T
RUCILSA/CUMNAVSAFECEN
RUEEJFAZJAG NAVY
RUEEBUB/ CRNA VAT
o ¥ . B
UNGLAS F G U 0
SCCH AA

CSAF FOR CASUALTY BFANCH

SUBJt FPROGRESS REPORT NUMEER TEN FISSING C-47" BUNR 17252

A+ BUPEESKANY ARTICLE C=98@](7)

1s FOL REFORT ON EFFOKTS FOR 14 AUGH
A+ SAR EFFORT RESTHICTED BY FXTR}NFLYkFAD WwEATHER

OVEE COPDILLERA AND IN (FthAL SEARCH AREA

e FOUR AERO CLUB a/c FLFw 4 SCRTIES FOR TnTAL OF 4

MRS

‘UPTUZYUW RUEQTSEBe73 2262?45"UUUU*“FUEBJFA.
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2+ FEF PROGRESS REPOR1 NINE PpRA ?t SFAFCH RLQUlTS NEC.

Se SEARCH WAS TERMINATED AT 22002 14 AUG 69, CHILFAN SAR
WILL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW=UF ANY NEW LEADS AS T%“Y thHT cors
UPs WHEN THE FAJOFITY OF THE SNGW 1S GOME TFI° eurmpn AIR
SEAFCH WILL BE FEINSTATEDs | i

4y THE FOL STATEMENT BY | 3 s DIRECTOR QF. THE US

[INFORMATICN SERVICE IN CHILF‘WAQ RELEASFD TO THF ?gFSS TODAY

"AT S1X PW THURCDAY FOL TEN EXTENSIVE .DpYS OF SEAROH’ FFFORTS A‘i"

CEASEL TO LUGATF THE MISSING US NAVY MISSION c"4V ALC wu:cu

DISAPk&ARWD MONs AUG 49 ON A FLT M SANTIAGO T0 BUEAOS' ) i“ ¢

wY
I3 \

ATRESs AERIAL SEARCH EFFORTS WERE CONDUGTED BY THE CHILTAN AR
NAVY» CARABINEROS ANL FRIVATE AFRO CLUBSs TH;Y‘WERE AssLSTEp,
BY A/C Fi THE USAFs | o “ W; B
SINCE THF DISAFFFAFANCE APEROX 120 A/C FLEW.162 SORTIES
FOR MORE THAN 355 HRS OF FLYING TIMEs OME HUNDRED PER GENZ
'COVERAGE WAS GIVEN TO THE AFEp IN WHICH IT WAS ASSUMED THE
PLANE HAD CRASHEDs o | g B
“MANY FADILIES WER INVOLVED IN THIS TRAGIC avsur BUT
'THANKS TO THE CLNCtFTED EFFCRTS OF ALL CONGERNED THE CHILDREN

OF THE NICSING PAKENTS KAVE BEEN WELL (CARED FOR« ARRANGMENTS
~HAVF RELN MADE W.FELATIVES IN THE US FOR THE RECEIPT oF ALL OF
THE CHILDFEN AND THE FIRST GROUP WILL WEAVE FI' CHILE THIS

\UF E.)‘ END.
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D AFFAIRN Aele OF THE US EMBASSY AND ALL NEmEvRSQOF‘THE SRS ‘
mILGP lN CHILE TAKE THIg OFPORTUN[zy TO E?‘PRESb THIRIPROFOUND ~
APPPECIATION FND LhATITl;DE 10 THE HUNDRED OF H!'.(.*PLF WHO
HPVE OFPE.PLD ALL FORNS GF A‘SITANCE. SPECIAL API'RECIATION 19
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OQTUZYUW KUEAESAD11S 2252141°UUUU=“RUEBJFA
DE FUFSNA #1919 2252125
CENR UULLUY -

0 P 132p452 AUG 65 2FF4
FM COMUSMILGF CHILE
TO RUFHC/SECSTATE
HUENAAA/SECNAV
‘RUEFHGA/CSAF'

INFO RUENAAA/CNO

. v

RUEBJFA/BUPERS
RUEE JIA/BUMEL
RULFAL/USCINCSO
RULPAF/ZUSAFSO

" RULPNA/COMUSNAVSO/COMLS

RUELNKA/CINCLANTFLT . - STy

RUCILSA/COMNAVAIRLANT.

RUCILMA/CONNAVSAFECEN . .
RUEBJFA/JAG ‘NAVY

RUEEBJB/CHNAVMAT
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CSAF FOR CASUALTY BRANCH FOR U:fﬁﬁﬁ',f~£ilfi?. | B
SUBJY PROGRESS REFURT NUMEEF NINE MISSING C-47 FUNR 17254
A» BUPERSMANS ARTICLE C=9881(7)
ls FOL REPORT ON EFFORTS FOR 13 AUGH |
A+ SPR EFFORT RESTKIGTED BY FKTRENFLY EAD WEATKER OVFR
‘CORDILLERA AND IN GENERAL SEARCH AREAW o
Be ONE USAF ¢=47 FLEE 1 SORTIE FOR TOTAL 3 HESs
Cv C=130'S NOT LAUNCHED AS CLOUD CEILING WAS. DOWN .
INTO THE VALLEYSe ’ S S L
2, B1LGP ARGENTINA REPURTFD THAT LOCAL‘PRESS HAD STATED
A/C. FOUND 3594551 7?"10‘#0 THIS AN UNCONFIRNE‘D REPORT MISSING
A/C LOCATED- UNDERSTAND ARG AF ADVIﬂEs THAT BORDER PAIROL
‘WILL SEARGH AFEA TODAYs A GKECK W SAR PANANA AT 1645 LOCAL
REVEALED NO FURTHER WORD oN THIC FRESS RELEASE. CEILING IN
AREs IN ARGENTINA 1S 6@ METFRSs THIS HAS FREVENTED AIR
SFARCH IN THIS AREAs | L
3. SEARCH WILL CONTINUE 14 AUG wagruﬁnﬁsznmr}frwe.
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ANNMCEGF JABS2 | |
0eTUZY LY RULPcnuspaa 9aﬂf @u“uuuuséﬁutauﬁép | - | o —
bk PULPAL #0174 2252254 - \ '
£ZNR ULULUU | ' S
0 F 1322052 AUG 69 |

Ft- USCINCSOQ

10 RUFSNA/COMUSMILGF SANTIAGO CHILE
KUESBA/COMUSMILGP AFGENTINA
INFG RULPAF/COMLSAFEO
RULFNA/COMUS NAVSO
RUEFC/SECSTATE WASHDC
RUEFHOA/CSAF

RUENAAA/SEC NAD |
RUGILWA/COMNAV AIR LANT
éUEDNKA/CfNC LANT FLT

RUEBJFA/JAG NAVY v

RUEEJFA/BUPERS =7 ‘ ’
RUEEJIA/BUMEL e f:* L*“m'j

BT

UNCLAS

Sc(r0y S R ,~;g;
SUBJS SEARCK FOR mISSON c=47 BRUNO 17254 |
Av USMILGP. CHILE conr MSG DTG 122005 AUG 69+ (KC=21550)

1, COhCUR WITH CONTINUATICN OF SEARCH FOR MISSIBG NPVY SECTION

PRGE 2’FULPAL‘Qiy4 UNCLAS
.G=4T» BURC 17254 THRU 14 AUG €9y
2 SUBJECT TO CHEGKOUT OF FquENT»PdscIBLé éieﬁrind 1IN ARGENTINA

AND IF NO NEW LEADS SURFACE. CONGUR WITH TEPMINATION OF THE SEAFRCH
AT 1820 HOURS LOCAL ON 14 AUGe - - = = . . ‘ ; N
BT T -
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NAVAL MESSRGE '~ . ~ 'NAVY DEPARTMENT

ROUT [NE:
R 2221007 AUG 69
FM COMUSMILGP CHILE SANTIAGO

TO CHNAVPERS:
CSAF

INFO SECSTATE: WASHDC

SECNAV
USCINCS0 <
CNO: -

COMNAVS0
COMUSAFSQ
BUMED
COMNAVAIRLAND.
CINCLANTFLT

UNCLAS E F T 0. FQUO

SCCH AA

CSAF FQR CASUAL]
SuUBJ: BTATUS OR
A, MY NSG 1220024°

B. CHNAVPERS. MSG 1319552 (C»)
C. MY MSG: 151945Z. (U) (NOTAL?

1. BY REF: A. ALL: CONCERNED, ADVISED THAT SEARCH FOR

SUB: A/0 WOULD: CEASE. \ON 14--AUG UNORIDRIR, BY REF B THIS
OFFIGE ADVISED: THAT RECOMMENDED STATUS FM INFO RECD: WAS
POSSIBLY CONCLUSIVE: EVIDENCE OF DEATH, BY REF: C, THIS
QFFIGE: CONFIRMED STATUS AS-<~OFFICIALLY MISSING.,

2, TO BATE WEi DO NOT HAVE CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE: OF .
DEATH. IN: VIEW -OF: WEATHER. IN CORDILLERA, INACCESSIBILITY

TO REMBTE: AREAS; LACK OF EVIDENCE' FM VISUALi AND. PMOTO RECEE
CHARGE: AND COMUSMILOP BELIEVE: STATUS~=INCONCLUSIVE
EVIDENCE OF) DEATH: PROPER ASSESSMENT -UNT1L. TERMINATION

OF: FACT FINDING. BODY AND AIRCRAFT-ACCIDENT BD.

.53<6>/5f\/-' oG- 033608
C - 00421 09¢1) UPB(1) 090(1) 90C1) 03(1) 30(3) 31(5) .32(8)

34027 04429 05¢8) 50(16) 51(1) 53(4) 0641) -61(2) 07¢1) 092(14)

094(42) 09545) 098(4) 007(6) NRC{1) NAAFAP(1) IP(5) FP(5)

BFR(1) JAGES) OLAL5) OON(S) PERS(L) + 62 gy

DATE TIME GROUP

2221007 AUG: 69

CONTROL NO. ‘| PAGE OF PAGE TIME QF RECEIPT

C35496£4/JJ/R: 1 22722457
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Personnel aboard NAVSEC C-l7 (BUREAU #1725L) were reported

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY /

BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20370 IN REPLY REFER TO

Pers G231-J0F
9 Septamber 19569

DETERMINATION OF DEATH

to be migsing on L August 1969. Pursuant to the provisions of : 1} i

the Missing Persons Act (37 USCA 551) and the delegation of

authority granted

Personal Affairs Division of the Bureau of Naval Peraonnel,
this 9th day of September 1969 finds that all personnel aboard
the C-47 died on L August 1969.

N

- was.recelved by .the Director, Personal Affairs Division of the

Director, Personal Affairs Division
.1 '
|
' o Mrs. Eligabeth Anne Smith
~ (Depn Wife|of CAPT

" Bureau of Naval Personnel on 8 September 1969.

by the Secrétary of the Navy, the Director,

Evidence deemed to establish the dsath of the C-L7 personnel i

2L

Captain USN

-

USN )
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL ;
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20370 ) {N REPLY REFER TO

v Pers G231-JDF
i 9 Beptember 1969

MEMORANDUM
Subj: Missing NAVSEC C-L47 BUNR 17254 |

Ref: éa) Missing Persons Act (37 USCA 551)
b) COMUSMIIGRP CHILE 051625 Z AUG 69
(c) COMUSMIIGRP CHILE 0520307 SEP 69

1. Reference (b) reported subject aircraft with sixteen passengers
and crewmembers overdue and missing. Subject aircraft departed Los
Cerrillos Airport, Santiago, Chile at OL1550 Aug 69 emroute to
Ezeiza Airport, Buenos Aires, Argentina, Last reported position
was Angostura, 27 miles south of Santiago. Weather reported to be
turbulent with icing and cumulo nimbuse There was no further con-
tact with the aircraft. Extensive and prolonged searches have
failed to locate the missing aircraft. : ’

2. Reference (0) contained the Commanding Officer's final recommenda-
tion predicated on preliminary findings of the Airecraft Accident Board.
Based on time element, lack of survival equipment, and the weather in
the suspected crash area, it is considered that the personnel aboard
subject aircraft cannot reasonably be expected to be alive, and that
the available evidence is sufficlent to establish thelr death on

h AuguSi‘- 1969. 3

3, It is therefore recommended that such evidence be determined to
constlfihte an officlal report of death and that the determination be
fixed as of 8 September 1969, the date which the evidence was provided
%o the Director, Personal Affairs Division. yd ‘ , A
| - Ce
L / Head, Casualty Branch |

| LY

i
;
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Pers G231-JOF
9 September 1969

The Review Board Recormends action on the personnel aboard NAVSEC
C-h7 BUNR 1725k, missing since L August 1969, as followss

[/ Mssme | /7 MIssING
(57 o  gw
B0 . o ! B-L

[+ D 1

- e e G W ) N M S e T e e @ W e e o oe = wm e e ee m e e - - e -

9 Septenber 1969

" The Director, Personal Affairs Division, under delegated authority

of the Secretary of the Navy, has determined that the personnel
aboard the Navy C-47 Bureau Number 17254 died on L August 1969,
This determination is made as of 8 September 1969, the date the
evidetide was received by the Director, Personal Affairs Division.
L | B
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o

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL |

DETERMINATION OF DEATH

Personnel aboard NAVSEC C-47 (BUREAU #1725lL) were reported
to be missing on L August 1969. Pursuant to the provisions of
the Miseing Persons Aot (37 USCA 551) and the deletgation of
authority granted by the Seo;re'tary of the Navy, the Director,
Personal Affairs Division of the Bureau of Naval Personnel,
this 9th day of September 1969 finds that all personnel aboard
the 07 ’kdj._ed,bﬁml». August wes. ,,

Evidence deenied to establish the death of the C-L47 personnel
was received by the Director, Personal Affairs Division of the
Bureau of Naval Personnel on 8§ September 1969. ,

cqptéin USN
Director, Personal Affairs Division

i

i ) \

i

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20370 : iN REPLY REFER TO

Pers G231-JDF
9 September 1969
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20370 IN REFLY REFER TO

Pers G231-JDF
9 September 1969

MEMORANDUM

Subj: Missing NAVSEC C-L7 BUNR 17254

Ref: {a) Missing Persons Act (37 USCA 551)
b) COMUSMIIGRP CHILE 051625 Z AUG 69
(o) COMUSMILGRP CHILE 0520302 SEP 69

1. Reference (b) reported subject a:chraft with sixteen passengers
and crewmembers ovardue and missing, bject aircraft departed Los
Cerrillos Airport, Santiago, Chile at Ohl 50 Aug 69 enroute to
Ezeiza Airport, Buenos Aires, Argentina, last reported position

. wWas Angostura, 27 miles south of Santiago. Weather reported to be

turbulent with lcing and cumulo nimbus., There was no further con-
tact with the alroraft. Extensive and prolonged searches have
failed to locate the misging aircraft.

2. Reference (o) contained the Commanding Officer's final recommsnda-

tion predicated on preliminary findings of the Aircraft Accident Board.
Based on time element, lack of survival equipment, and the weather in
the suspected crash area, it is considered that the persomnel aboard
subject aircraft cannot reasonably be expected to be alive, and that
the available evidence is suffioient to establish their death on

ll August 1969,

3. It is there.fore_'recomnended that such evidence be determined to

" constifute an official report of death and that the determination be

fixed as of 8 September 1969, the date which the evidence was provided
to the Director, Personal ‘Affairs Diviridn. ~

-2
Head, Casualty Branch ;o

H .
b !
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Pers G231-JDF
9 Septerber 1969

” The Review Board Recommends action on the personnel aboard NAVSEC
C=47 BUNR 1725h,missing since L August 1969, as followss :

/] HISsING /7 MISSING

@{EAD ‘ . @/m;an

9 September 1969

" The Director, Personal Affairs Division, under delegated authority
of the Secretary of the Navy, has determined that the personnel
aboard the Navy C-l7 Bureau Number 17254 died on L August 1969,
This determination is made as of 8 September 1969, the date the
evidence was recelved by the Director, Personal Affairs Division,

B

Captain, Usw
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL "
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20370 ) IN REBLY REFER TO

Pers 3231~JDF
9 September 1969

DETERMINATION OF DEATH

Personnel aboard NAVSEC C-47 (BUREAU #1725L) were reported

to be missing on L August 1969, Pursuant to the provisions of

the Missing Persons Act (37 USCA 551) and the delegation of

authority granted by the Secretary of the Navy, the Director,

Personal Affairs Division of the Bureau of Naval Personnel,

this 9th day of September 1969 finds t.hafla;ll;personnel aboard
the C-47 died on Li August 1969.

Evidence deemed to establish the death of the C-47 personnel

was received by the Director, Personal Affairs Division of the
Bureau of Na}v?l Pergonnel on 8 September 1969.

B

; Cap'bain USN
Director, Peraonal Lffa:u'a Division
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., DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
' BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL
C WASHINGTON, D.C. 20370 o IN REPLY REFER TO

Pers G231-JDF

MEMORANDUM
Subj:s Missing NAVSEC C-L7 BUNR 1725

" Ref's {a ) Missing Persons Act (37 USCA 551)
b) COMUSMIIGRP CHILE 051625 Z AUG 69
(o) COMUSMILGRP CHILE 0520302 SEP 69

1, Reference (b) reported subject aircraft with sixteen passengers
and crewmembers overdue and missing. Subject aircraft departed Los
Cerrillos Airport, Santimgo, Chile at 041650 Aug 69 enroute to
Ezeiza Airport, Buenos Aires, Argentina, last reported position

- wWas Angostura, 27 miles south of Santiago. Weather reported to be
turbulent with icing and cumulo nimbus, There was no further con-
tact with the airoraft. Extensive and prolonged searches have
failed to locate the missing aircraft.

2, Reference (o) contained the Commanding Officer' s final recommenda-

tion predicated on preliminary findings of the Aircraft Accident Board,.

Based on time element, lack of survival equipment, and the weather in
the suspected crash area, it is considered that the personnel aboard
subject aircraft cannot reasanably be expected to be alive, and that /
the available evidence ig sufficient to establish their death on :

L August 1969,

. 3¢ It is therefore racoxﬁmended that such evidence be determined to
consiifubte an official report of death and that the determination be
fixed as of 8 September 1969, the date which the evidence was provided

to the Director, Personal Affaire Divisign. ~
- B
/ Head, Casualty Branch
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9 Septenber 1969




Pers G231-J0F
9 September 1969

' The Review Board Recommends action on the personnel aboard NAVSEC
C=47 BUNR 1725L,missing since 4 August 1969, as follows: :

/7 HISsING
(57 S

B-L
COR

/7 MISSING

9 September 1969

"The Director, Personal Affairs Division, under delegated authority
of the Secretary of the Navy, has determined that the personnel
aboard the Navy C-47 Bureau Number 17254 died on L August 1969,
This determination is made as of 8 September 1969, the date the
evidence was received by the Director. Personal Affairs Division,

-




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL 7
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20370 : "IN REPLY REFER TO

Pers G231-JDF
9 September 1969

DETERMINATION OF DEATH

Persomnel aboard NAVSEC C-47 (BUREAU #1725L) were reported
to be missing on L August 1969. Pursuant to \the provisions of
the Missing Persons Act (37 USCA 551) and the delegation of
authority granted by the Sec;rétary of the Navy, the D:Eector,
Pergonal Affairs Division of the Bureau of Naval Personnel,
this 9th day of Sep.tember 1969 finds that all personnel aboard
the C-L47 died on L August 1969, |

Evidence deemed to establish the dqath of the C-Ii7 personnel
. was received by the Director, Personal Affairs Division of the
Bureau of Naval Personnel on 8 September 1969.

gL

| Captain USN

Director, Personal A;'fa:'i.rs Division
o S |

" Mre. Shelby MOGNEY (DEPN WIFE)

s e et o e o -t
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20370 : iN REPLY REFER TO

Pers (231-JDF
9 8eptenber 1969

MEMORANDUM
Subj: Missing NAVSEC C-L47 BUNR 17254

Ref: éa) Missing Persons Act (37 USCA 551)
.(b) COMUSMILGRP CHILE 051625 Z AUG 69
(¢) COMUSMILIGRF CHILE 0520302 SEP 69

1. Reference (b) reported subject aircraft with sixteen passengers

and crewmenbers overdue and missing. Subject aircraft departed Los

Cerrillos Airport, Santiago, Chile at OL1650 Aug 69 enroute to

Ezeiza Airport, Puenos Aires, Argentina, last reported position ,/
wag Angostura, 27 miles south of Santiago. Weather reported to be

turbulent with icing and cumulo nimbus, There was no further con-

tact with the aircraft. Extensive and prolonged searches have

failed to locate the missing aircraft,. '

2, Reference (o) contained the Commanding Officer's final recommenda-

- tion predicated on preliminary findings of the Aircraft Accident Board. -
Based on time element, lack of survival equipment, and the weather in
the suspected crash area, it 1s considered that the personnel aboard
subject aircraft cannot reasonably be expected to be alive, and that

the available evidence is sufficient to establish their death on

/

3« It is therefore reccmmended that such evidence be determined to
constifithe an official report of death and that the determination be
fixed as of 8 September 1969, the date which the evidence was provided
to the Director, Personal Affairs Divisiodn.

- 6—lo
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/ Head, Casualty Branch
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Pers G231-JIF
9 September 1969

The Review Board Recommends action on the personnel aboard NAVSEC
C-47 BUNR 1725L,missing since L August 1969, as followst

/7 HISsING /7 MISSING

(7m0 [T

9 September 1969

The Director, Personal Affairs Division, under delegated authority
of the Secretary of the Navy, has determined that the personnel
aboard the Navy C-L7 Bureau Number 17254 died on L August 1969,
This determination is made as of 8 September 1969, the date the
‘evidence was received by the Director, Personal Affairs Division,

Blo

Captain,| USN
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20370 ; IN REPLY REFER TO

Pers (G231-JDF
9 September 1969

MEMORANDUM
Subj: Missing NAVSEC C-47 BUNR 17254

Ref': Ea) Missing Persons Act (37 USCA 551)
b) COMUSMIIGRP CHILE 051625 Z AUG 69
(o) COMUSMILGRP CHILE 0520307 SEP 69

1. Reference (b) reported subject aircraft with sixteen passengers
and crewmembers overdue and missing. Subject aircraft departed Los
Cerrillos Airport, Santiago, Chile at 041650 Aug 69 enroute to
Ezeiza Airport, Buenos Aires, Argentina, Last reported position
was Angostura, 27 miles south of Bantiago. Weather reported to be
turbulent with icing and cumulo nimbus, There was no further con-
tact with the airoraft. Extensive and prolonged searches have
failed to locate the missing aircraft, '

- 2, Reference (0) contained the Commanding Officer's final recommenda-
- tion predicated on preliminary findings of the Aircraft Accident Board.
Based on time element, lack of survival equipment, and the weather in
the suspected crash area, it is considered that the personnel aboard
subject aircraft cannot reasmmably be expected to be alive, and that

the available evidence is sufficient to establish thelr death on

i August 1969.

3+ It is therefore recommended that such evidence be determined 4o
consilfibe an official repart of death and that the determination be
fixed as of 8 September 1969, the date which the evidence was provided

to the Director, Personal Affairs Divisiodn. R

.. /Head, Casualty branca
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Pers G231-JDF
9 September 1969

The Review Board Recommends action on the personnel aboard NAVSEC
C-47 BUNR 1725k, missing eince i August 1969, as followss

[/ mssma - = - [ MISsING

(7o /7 trin :

B\ - B

o m e

9 September 1969

The Director, Personal Affairs Division, under delegated authority
‘of the Secretary of the Navy, has determined that the personnel

“.aboard the Navy C-47 Bureau Number 17254 died on L August 1969,

+.This determination is made as of 8 September 1969, the date the
.+ evidence was received by the Director, Personal Affairs Division,

B—\

A e S s ma s i ares +



|
z
§

é
E

i QEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

" BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL v
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20370 o IN REPLY REFER TO

Pers 0231-JDF
9 September 1969

M1ORANDUM

Subj: Missing NAVSEC C-Li7 BUNR 1725k

Ref: éa) Missing Persons Act (37 USCA 551)

b) COMUSMILGRP CHILE 051625 Z AUG 69
(o) COMUSMILGRP CHILE 052030Z SEP 69

1. Reference (b) reported subject aircraft with sixteen passengers
and crewmembers overdue and missing. Subject aircraft departed los’
Cerrillos Airport, Santiago, Chile at OL1650 Aug 69 enroute to '
Ezeiza Airport, Buenos Aires, Argentina, last reported position
was Angostura, 27 miles south of Santiago. Weather reported to be
turbulent with icing and cumulo nimbus, There was no further con-
tact with the airoraft. Extensive and prolonged searches have
failed to locate the missing aircraft.

2. Reference (o) contained the Commanding Officer's final recommenda-

. tion predicated on preliminary findings of the Aircraft Accident Board,

Based on time element, lack of survival equipment, and the weather in
the suspected crash area, it is considered that the personnel aboard
subject aircraft cannot reasonably be expected to be alive, and that
the available evidence is sufficient to establish their death on

4 August 1969.

- 34 It ig therefore recommended that such evidence be determined to

consilfute an official report of death and that the determination be
fixed as of 8 September 1969, the date which the evidence was provided
to the Director, Personal Affairs Division.

B-bL
. /Head, Casuslty Branch

i
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Pers G231-JOF
9 Septerber 1969

The Review Board Recommends action on the personnel aboard NAVSEC
C-47 BUNR 1725L,miseing since lj August 1969, as followss

[/ HISsING [7 MISsING

@{ i | mm . J
—
B _ &
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9 September 1969

The Director, Personal Affairs Division, under delegated authority

- of the Secretary of the Navy, has determined that the personnel
aboard the Navy C-l7 Bureau Number 17254 died on L August 1969.-
This determination is made as of 8 September 1969, the date the

evidence was received by the Director, Personal Affairs Division.

B—




@ L @ A7
i, 8 DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY |
; ‘ BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL
WASH!NGT&JN, D.C. 20370 . ’ IN REPLY REFER TQ
Pers G231-JDF
9 September 1969

DETERMINATION OF DEATH

Personnel aboard NAVSEC C-47 (BUREAU #1725L) were repoi-ted
~ %o be missing on L August 1969. Pursuant to ‘the provisions of
the Hiésing Persons Act (37 USCA 551) and the delegation of
authority granted by the Set.;re’tary of the Navy, thevDirector,
Pergonal Affairs Division of the Bureau of Naval Personnel,
this 9th day of September 1969 finds that all personnel aboard
the C-4i7 died on L August 1969, |

Evidence deemed to establish the degth of the C-L47 personnsl
.vas received by the Director, Personal Affairs Division of the
Bureau of Naval Personnel on 8 September 1969.

' alo

~

Captain USN
Diroctor, Peraonal A.ftairs Division
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Pers G231-JDF
9 September 1969

The Review Board Recommends actlion on the personnel aboard NAVSEC
C=li7 BUNR 1725L,miseing since L August 1969, as follows:

/7 Hissmna T [/ MISSING P
(7 B [ e §

A | By
6 2 A R

9 .September 1969

The Director, Personal Affairs Division, under delegated authority
. of the Secretary of the Navy, has determined that the personnel
" aboard the Navy C-L7 Bureau Number 17254 died on L August 1969, /
This determination is made @e of 8 September 1969, the date the ’
~ /‘evidence was received by the Director, Personal Affairs Division.

2~

Captain, USN
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Ser 1593
89 SEP 1959

SECOND ENDORSEMENT on Colonel R , UsSA, ltr
of 4 Sep 1969

e

¥

4

From: Commander, U. S. Naval Forces Southern Command

To: Judge Advocate General
Via: (1) Commander in Chief, U. S. Southern Command
(2) Commander, Naval Air Force, U. S. Atlantic Fleet

Subj: Investigation to inquire into the circumstances
connected with missing Navy Section, U.S. Military
Group, Chile, C-47, BUNO 17254 which occurred on 4
August 1969

1. Forwarded.

2. The Chief of Naval Operations has been deleted as a "Via"

~addressee because of Section 02l1la of reference (a) which

provides that the Judge Advocate General will route the
report at the Navy Department level.

3. Commander, U. S. Naval Forces, Southern Command, is not
within the administrative or operational chain of command of
either the U. S. Military Group, Chile, or the Navy Section

of that Group. Accordingly, since this report contains no
matter of direct official interest to this authority, the
report is transmitted without further comment or recommendation
in accordance with Section 0210b({l) of reference (a).

b-b

Copy to:

COMUSMILGP, Chile

UBSOUTHCOM GONTHOL

;IR \‘\0—'533‘07




FIRST ENDORSEMENT on Colonel

From:
To:
Via:

Subj:

SCCH-AA
12 September 1969

USA 1ltr of L4 Sep 1969

Commander, U. S, Military Group, Chile, APO New York 09869

Judge Advocate General, Navy Department, Washington, D.C. 20370

(1) Commender, U.S. Naval Forces Southern Commend, Ft. Amador, C.Z.
(2) Commander in Chief, U,S. Southern Command, Quarry Heights, C.Z.
(3) Commander, Naval Air Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet, Naval Air

.. Btation, Norfolk, Virginia 23511

(4) Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washington, D.C. 20370

Investigation to inquire into the circumstances conmected with
missing Navy Section, U.S. Military Group, Chile, C-47, BUNO 17254
vwhich ocourred on 4 August 1969

1. Forvarded.

2., Concur with the basic report, opinions and recommendations with the
following caveats:

Q.

Paragraph C, Opinionss While all of the opinions are feasible

it is believed that until the aircraft is found such statements are too
positive in tenor. The number of possibilities is unlimited,

b.

Paragraph D, Recommendations: DS5=The Chilean Air Force and SAR

Center agree that searches will commence agaln when the snows commence
to thaw, about February-March 1970.

By

Copy to:
CHARSEC, USMILGP, Chile

10




uNITED STATES MILITARY GROuP CHILE

c/0 U. 5. EMBASSY
BANTIAGO, CHILE

FOR GFF OIAL Lok

IN REPLY REFER TO 4 Leptember 1969

Fromt

Tot

Viaz

Subje

Reft

Encl:

Colonel ES—LD SSAN R
US Army, Investigating Officer

Judge Advocate General

‘Navy Department

Washington D.C. 20370

(1) Commander US Military Group, Chile
US Embassy, Santiago, Chile

(2) Commender, US Naval Forces Southern Command
Fort Amador, Canal Zone

(3) Commander-in-Chief, US Southern Command
Quarry Heights, Canal Zone

(4) Commander, Naval Air Force, US Atlantic Fleet
Naval Air Station, Norfolk, Virginia 23511

(5) Chief of Naval Operations

Navy Department, Washington, D.C. 20370
Investigation to inquire into the circumstances connected
with missing Navy Section, U.S. Military Group, Chile,
C-47, BUNO 17254 which occurred on 4 August 1969

Manual of the Judge Advocate General, JAGINST P5800.7

(1) Statement of Captain & , USN
(2) Statement of Commander By USN
(3) Statement of R, ATC, Los Cerrillos Airport

(w/English translation)

(4) Statement of . -  Weather Center, Los
Cerrillos Airport (w/English translation)

FOR GFRIGIAL LSE GRLY




Subjs

*FOR GFFICIAL U3 .t ONLY

Investigation to ingquire into the clrcumstances connected
with missing Navy Section, U.S. Hilitary Group, Chile,
C-47, BUNO 17254 which occurred on 4 August 1969

(5) Statement of R-\ .y ATC, Pudahuel Airport
(w/English translation)

(6) Statement of O _ A4TC, Pudshuel
Airport (w/English translation)

(7) Statement of Q}-{p

. ATC, Pudahuel Airpart
(w/Znglish translation)

(8) Statement of Commander Manuel de Sarratea, Chilean Navy,
El Belloto Naval Air Station (w/English translation)

(9) Statement of Lieutenant Commander Er*kﬁ
Chilean Navy, El Belloto Naval Air Station (w/English
translatiozg

(10) Statement of Lieutenant Commander %ﬂ
Chilean Navg El Belloto Naval Air Station (w/English

translation

(11) Statement of Sergeant  P—\s , Chilean Navy, El
Belloto Naval Air Station /Engllsh translatlon)

(12) Statement of Sergeant B~ Chilean Navy,

El Belloto Naval Air Station (W/Engllsh translation)

(13) Statement of Corporal Q?r—&p Chilean Navy,
El Belloto Naval Air Station (w/English translation)

(14) Statement of Sergeant 8- Chilean
Navy, E1 Belloto Naval Air Station (w/English translation)

(15) Statement of Captain . E5-Lﬂ _ 1 Chilean Air Force,
Los Cerrillos Airport (w/English trenslation)
(16) Letter, 25 Aug 69, from Colonel ES‘”&ﬂ and Major
iér—aa USAF
1 .

(17) Weather Report, Weather Center, E1 Belloto Naval Air Station
(English Translation

(18) Weather Report, Weather Center, Los Cerrillos Alrport (English
Translation)
(19) Weather Mep, Chile, 4 Aug 69

(20) Map, Central Chile, 111,000,000

FOR UFHMAL oww
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Subjs:

(O GFFIIAL 138 ONLY

Investigation to inguire into the circumstances connected
with missing Wavy Section, U.S. lilitary Group, Chile, C-47,
BUNO 17254 which occurred on 4 August 1969

(21)

(22)
(23)
(24)

(25)

(26)

(27)
(28)

(29)

(30)
(31)

(32)

(33)
(34)

(35)
(36)
(37)
(38)
(39)

DOD I'light Information Publication, Central Chile and
Argentina

SAR Report (Bnglish Translation)

Flight Plan, E1 Belloto to Los Cerrillos

Flight Plan, Santiago to Buenos Aires

Professional Data on Comménder Ralph J. Touch, USN

Professional Data on Lieutenant Commander James P. Kuhn,
USN

Aircraft Data on U.S. Navy C-47 BUNO 17254
USMILGP Chile Letter Appointing Investigating Officer

Written Re-production of ATC-Aircraft Tape-Recorded
Communications

lessage, E1 Belloto to Santiago, announcing Aircraft Departure

lMessage, Santiago to El Belloto, announcing Aircraft Arrival
at Los Cerrillos

Message (15 July) requesting arrangement for Aireraft 13
Week Inspection in Argentina

Message (31 July) Requesting Clearance for Argentins Entry

Message (2 August) Disapproving Entry into Argentina on 3
August

Message Granting Clearance for Aircraft to Enter Argentiné
Crew brders for Flight

Invitational Travel Orders for Dependents

Message Including Chile in Areas Authorized Environmental leave

Message Clarifying USSOUTHCOM Regulation 600-2

FOR OFFIGIAL toF oNLY



FOR OFFICIAL H3E OALY

Subj: Investigation to inguire into the circumstances connected
with missing Navy Section, U.S. Military Group, Chile, C-47
BUNO 17254 which occurred on 4 August 1969 '

A, Preliminary Statement

l, Pursuant to instructions received from Commander, U.S. Military

Group, Chile (See Incl 28) and the provisions of the U.S. Navy Manual
of the Judge Advocate General (JAGINST P5800.7), an informal one
officer investigation concerning the disappearance of the Navy Section
C=417 alrcraft was c¢onducted by the undersigned.

2. The aircraft involved was en route from its home base at El
Belloto Naval Air Station near Vina del Mar, Chile, to Buenos Aires,
Argentina, and had made one stop at Los Cerrillos Airport, Santiago,
Chile, for the necessary international clearance., Aboard were four
crew members and twelve passengers. The purpose of the flight was
calendar maintenance in Buenos Aires, The passengers were traveling
on space available basis and were all U.S. Armed Forces personnel or
euthorized dependents,

3. In roughly chronological order, the investigation involved an
initial review of pertinent directives (particularly the JAG Manual)

end documents concerning the case which had been accumulated at U.S.
Military Group Headquarters between the date of disappearance, 4 August,
and the initiation of the investigation, 18 August. Arrangements were
made for interviews with airfield control, weather, operations and/or
search and rescue personnel et airfields involved (E1 Belloto, point

of origin of flight, Los Cerrillos, intermediate stop for clearance in
Santiago, and Pudahuel, control center for the Santiago area and beyond),
The indicated interviews were conducted, statements prepared where
appropriate (see Enlosures above), and the tape of Air Traffic Control -
aircraft communications was heard and copied (see Enclosure 29)

Interviews with the Chief U.S. Navy Section, USMILGP, Chile, and other
U.S. Armed Forces personnel involved were conducted and statements obtained
as necesgsary, llore extensive interviews were conducted with search and
rescue (SAR) personnel in the SAR coordinating center and with U.S. Air
Force Section, USMILGP, Chile officers who had participated in the search.
Throughout the visits mentioned, pertinent documentation as indicated in
Enclosures was procured., A visit was also made to interview an individual
in the Rancague area (approximately 85 kilometers south of Santiago)

who had reported hearing an aircraft at 1700-1730 on 4 August, the date of
disappearance,” Dlscussions/interv1ews were held with approximately
thirty individuals concerning the case.

FOR OFFICIAL 115F o1y
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4.

with missing lavy Section, U.S. lNilitary Group, Chile, C-47
BUNO 17254 which occurred on 4 August 1969

No significant difficulties were encountered during the investigation

except the obvious - the aircraft has not been found as of this date and
considerable pertinent documentation on the aircraft and crew was reportedly
aboard, Cooperation of all persons and agencies involved was excellent,

" Ba Finding of Pact

(Wote: All times given are local except when followed by GMT or Z),.

1.

A U.,5. Navy C=47 aircraft, Bureau Number 17254, operated by U.S.

Navy Section, U.S. Military Group, Chile, departed E1 Belloto Naval

Air Station at 041506 August 1969 (See Encl 30) en route on an authorized
flight (See Encls 32-38) to Buenos Aires, Argentina, Prior to take-off,
flight plen was filed and weather briefing received (See Encls 9, 17, 23).
Aboard were (See Encls 33, 36, 37):

~CDR Ralph J, .Touch,”USN SSAN ‘T SMILGP, Chile - Pilot.,

'ICDR James P, Xuhn, USN, SSAN - USMLILGP, Chile - Co-Pilot.

ATC Joe Fernandez,vUSN, SSAN JSMILGP, Chile, Radioman,

ADRC John T. Higgins, USN, SSAN USMILGP, Chile - Aircraft Mechanio.
- ICDR Harold L. Mooney,* USN, SSAN ] y USMIIGP,. Chile - Passenger

(léave, US Naval Section, USMILGP, Chile).
~~58GT Frank A. Homer, “USAF, SSAN FR R—{p Det 509 - Passenger.
TSgt Robert L. Paterscn; Jr, USAF/SSANFR @ Ay , Det 509 - Passenger.
—S53CT Ronnie J, Ball,-USAF, SSANFR g@-|p Det 509 - Passenger.
(Legve status of Sgts Homer, Paterson and Ball was verified by USMILGP~
Chile Administrative Officer)s

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs,
Iirs.,
" Mrs.
Mrs.

tirs.,
~Mrs.

2,

Shelby Mooney,~Dependent wife ~ Passenger.
Elisabeth Smith, Dependent wife - Passenger,
Norma Touch,-Dependent Wife ~ Passenger,

Carol ﬁiltoh, Dependent wife - Passenger.
Claudine Fernsndez, Dependent wife - Passenger.
Carol Homer, vUependent wife - Passenger. '
Esther Paterson,.Dependent wife - Passenger,
Norma Ball, Dependent wife - Passenger.

Navy 17254 landed at Los Cerrillos airfield, Santiago, Chile, at

041553 August (See Encls 3, 31), Flight plan was filed (See Encls 3, 21,
-24) and weather briefing received (See Encls 4, 18, 19). The aircraft
took-off at 041650 August (See Encls 3, 5) and the following sequence of
events took place (See Encls 5, 7, 20, 21, 29)3

FOR OFFIGIAL %7 ORLY
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Subj: Investigation to inquire intd th ‘cire
with missing Navy Section, U.S. Military Group, Chile, C-47
BUNO 17254 which occurred on 4 August 1969

1655 - Plane at Mike Romeo Beacon (approximately 7 NM SW of Pudahuel
Airport in Santiago).

1708 - Plane reports at Angostura Intersection (approximately 27 NM
south of Mike Romeo Beacon), and estimates arrival at Curico at 1733.

1709 - One side of intercommunication conversatibn, apparently between
pilot and co-pilot and inadvertently transmitted on radio, was heard
and taped at Pudahuel tower control as followst

"What would you think of taking it on up to 14 right away? (Pause, then
same voice) Yeah, if we get in or near this stuff we are probably going
to pick up ice and stuff and then we won't have as good performance
either-yeah",

1715 - (last voice transmission) - Pudahuel Tower Control (local)
contacts plane, receives report that plane is level at 12,000 feet,
and instructs plane to change to Pudahuel Central Control frequency.

1716 - Pudehuel Central Control hears and tapes approximately one second
of C-47 cabin noise (See Encl 5, 6). .

3, Seemingly reliable reports were received from persons in the Sewell
and Rancagus areas that an aircraft was heard overhead on 4 August in
the approximate time frame 1700 - 1730 (See Encl 15). No other aircraft
were known to be in this vicinity that afternoon (See Encl 6). The
Investigating Officer interviewed the Rancagua source, a

s who stated
he heard from his home an aircraft overhead around 1700-1730 on 4 August,
apparently moving southeast, He further stated that the aircraft sounded
to him like a multi-engine plane at very low level straining to gain
or maintain altitude. The weather at the time, he reported, was very bad
with a "deluge" of rain, strong winds, and temperature only s few degrees
above freezing,

£

4+ The pilot received warning of likely weather problems from various
sources (See Encls 3, 4, 9, 17, 18, 19), and was cautioned by his
Commanding Officer to avoid risks (See Encl 1)%

5. Pertinent aircraft and pilot/co-pilot flight records were apparently
aboard the aircraft (Bee Encl 1), Extraocts of available records concerning
the aircraft and crew are at Encls 25, 26, 27. ICDR Kuhn had extensive
(approximately 2 years, See Encl 8) flying experience in and around Chilej
CDR Touch arrived on 30 June 1969,

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY S
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Subj: Investigation to inguire into thi E@rc s comnected
with missing Havy Section, U.S. Military Group, Chile, C-47

BUNO 17254 which occurred on 4 August 1969

6o As far as can be determined, the aircraft was functioning properly
in all respects upon departure (See Encls 1, 2, 8, 10, 11, 14), and was
within allowable weight limits (See Encl 16).

T+ All dependents aboard were accompanied by sponsors except llrs.
Elizabeth Smith (wife of Captain (. USN, Chief, US Navy
Section, USMILGP, Chile) and lfrs. Carol Tilton (wife of Commander

“{—{o , same unit), Captain - interpretation (as stated to
Investigating Officer) of U.S. Southern Command Regulation 600-2,
Envirommental and Morale Program for Designated Overseas Bases, dated

19 February 1968, was that unaccompanied space available travel by
authorized dependents was not prohibited, USMILGP Chile  orders concerning
the flight of dependents (See Encl 37) did not specify that sponsors must-
accompany dependents, but referred to USSCUTHCOM Regulation 600-2, under
which COMUSHILGP is designated as local commander for authorization of
travel on a space available basis. Chile was not included in initial list
of areas in which participation in the USSOUTHCOM Regulation 600-2 program
was authorized, but was added by USCINCSO in message at Enclosure 38,
The misunderstanding concerning space available flights for unaccompanied
dependents was corrected by USCINCSO message at Enclosure 39, The
presence of unaccompanied dependents aboard the aircraft was in violation
of para 2b, OPNAVINST 4630,20 (AFR 34-48, AR 600-19, MCO 1700.18),
Enviionmental and Morale Program for Designated Oversea Bases, dtd 26 June
1963).

8. Extensive search operations were conducted by Chilean and U.8. air
and ground participants during the period 050830 August through 141800

August (See Encls 15, 22), Additional leads received since that time have
- been pursued but to no avail,

9. At 1715, the time of last verbal communication with the aircraft, its
probable position was within an arc of approximately 50 N.M. radius
centered on Santiago and passing near Rengo (See Encls 6, 15).

10, Fuel aboard was estimated as being sufficient for seven and a half
hours of flight following the Los Cerrillos take-off (See Encl 24).

11. A former pilot of the missing C-47, Commander Quinten A. Kelso, USN,
SSAN 459-01-6719, Hq, North American Air Defense Command, Colorado Springs,
Colorado, reported by long distance phone to Commander, USMILGP, Chile, that
he had on occasion flown a route bearing southeast from Santiago and
passing generally over Sewell-Coya-Rio Cortaderal-Rio Atuel-El Sosneado

at 13,500 feet. {See Encl 20). ICIR Kuhn, co~pilot of the missing aircraft
and frequent former co-pilot with CDR ETJU7, was presumably familiar with
this route; CDR Touch, pilot, was presumably not, CDR Touch had flown
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the Curico - Cerro Planchon - Malargue route (the same filed for the
4 August flight) in a Chilean Wavy C-47 (See Encl 8).

12, An earlier plan was for the aircraft to depart 3 August to
commence maintenance 4 August (See Encl 34). ,

C. inions

1, U.S. Navy C=47 aircraft BUNO 17254 crashed shortly after 041716
August 1969, killing all aboard. Weather conditions were the likely
primary cause of the accident,

2, Probable location of the downed aircraft is in the area bounded by
Rengo east to Paso de las Lenas, north to Cerro del Yesillo, southwest
to Rancagua, and south to Rengo,

3« The pilot demonstrated poor judgment in proceeding on the flight
from Santiago in view of the prevailing weather conditions and the
instructions received from his commander,

4 There are no apparent indications of misconduct or line of duty
irregularities involving the missing crew and passengers,

5 It is unlikely, in view of the weather in the Rancagus region, the
lack of specific indication of prior plans to use the route mentioned
in Bll above, and the pilot's unfamiliarity with that route, that the
pilot purposely deviated from the filed A3 route to Curico. If in fact
the aircraft did go down ‘well west of A%, it is more probable that
turbulence, icing, visibility. problems, and/or weather evasion attempts
were the primary ocauses for being off course,:

- Ds Recommendations

1, That no disciplinary action be taken in connection with the matter
subject to this investigation,

2¢. That U.S. Military C=4T7 and compareble aircraft oross the Chilean-
Argentinian Andean range only under deylight, VFR conditions.

3. That appropriate regulations be changed to permit unaccompanied

dependent travel in areas where dependents environmental and morale
space available travel programs exist.

JOR OFFIGIAL UGSt ONLY
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4. That the policy of having the piloct and/or co-pilot extensively
Andean-experienced on Andean flights be continued,

5. That aerial search attempts, with emphasis on the region indicated
in C2 abovek be re-initiated when, in the opinion of the Chilean SAR
Center, thawing would improve 51gn1flcantly the probability of sighting
the aircraft,

6o That electronic or other devices be placed on twin-engine or larger
military aircraft to provide electronlc, visual, or other signals to
aid search attempts,

Te That appropriate portions of aircraft operating over snow-laden
areas be painted so as to provide vivid contrast to snow,

B
Colonel, GS ({hF)

Chief USARSEC-Chlle
Investigating COfficer "

tOR GFH[IIAE BSE ONLY



- STATEMENT OF CAPTAIH FLOID E. SMITH 2071 U.S. NA

The service records of Commander Ralph J. TOUCH, B-p U.S,
Navy (Plane Commander) and Lieutenant Commander Jemes P. KUHN,
U.S. Navy (Co-pilot) were forwarded to the Commander, U.S, Military Group,'
Chile for further transfer to the Bureau of Naval Personnel in accordance
with the instructions contained in the Bureau of Naval Personnel Manual,
Article C-9809. Therefore, accurate extracts or factual information
concerning the background, history, training and experience of the pilot
and co-pilot and the degree of familiarity with the aircraft involved
cannot be accurately reported without possession of these documents. To
the best of my lmowledge the aviator flight log books containing the
flight hours of Commander TOUCH and Lieutenant Commander KUHN were being
carried with them during this flight, Therefore, the aviator log books
are not available for inSpection‘or record purposes.

In regard to psychological or human factors related to this accident,
Commander TOUCH had been informed about two hours prior to this flight
that he bad been selected for the rank of Captain in the U.S. Navy,

The purpose of this flight was to carry out the Quarterly Calendar
Maintenange Cpeck and Inspectien on the U.S. Navy Section, U.S. Military
Group, Chile C-47 eircraft. This inspection was to be conducted by the
Argentine 4irlines in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The approximate duration
of the flight from Santiago, Chile to Buenos Aires, Argentina was five
hours, The: messages pertaining to the purpose, authorization and approval
of this flight are attached to this statement for background and record
purposes, “The briefing of the pilot and co-pilot and other pertinent
information in regard to this flight was conducted by the Chilean Air
Force at the Los Cerrillos Airport in Santiago, Chile.

The prevailing weather conditions for this flight were unknown to
the Cpief, Navy Section, U.S. Military Group, Chile since the weather
briefing was conducted in Santiago, Chile and the Chief, Navy Section
was in his office in Valparaiso, Chile at that time.

The pre-flight history of the aircraft; compliance or non-compliance
with pertinent technical directives, including hours since last overhaul;
discrepancies noted on the recent "Yellow Sheet® (OPNAV Form 3760.2);
OPNAVINST 3760.8); and the flight hours since the last intermediate
check were all aboard the missing ajrcraft. Therefore, none of the above
information is available to the Chief, Navy Section, U.S. Militery Group,
Chile and cannot be commented on in this statement.

The missing U.S. Navy Section, U.S. Military Group, Chile aircraft
was a Navy C-47, Bureau Number 17254,

The description of the flight path and maneuvers of the aircraft
during this flight was to enter and/or depart Argentina at Juncal;
VCR CORR-28 to Mendoza; AWY G-28 to Buenos Ajres, Argentina, The alter-
nate plan in the event Juncal was closed by weather was to enter and/or

-depart Argentina at Cerro Planchon; AWY G-31 to Pehuajo; and AWY G-8 to
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

soredl /
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The Chief, Navy Section, U.S. Military Group, Chile was personally
aware of the fact that all the required equipment such as life jackets,
flares, very pistols, food, water and blankets were present in the plane
and in good condition when it departed from the Chilean Naval Air Base
at EL Belloto on 4 August 1969 for the short flight to Santiago, Chile.
In regard to communication equipment, only a general statement can be
made that the equipment was in good condition and no deficiencies were
known to me personally of any down equipment, The operational status
of the required frequencies and radio checks can be ascertained from

the control tower personnel or logs at the Naval Air Base at El Belloto.

A full description of the rescue (search) operations is not personally
known by the Chief, Navy Section, U.S. Military Group, Chile. The Search
and Rescue operations were conducted by the Chilean Air Force utilizing
the Search and Rescue Center at the Los Cerrillos Airport in Santiago,
Chile.

The status of all personnel aboard which includes the pilot, co-pilot,
crew members and passengers are listed as officlally missing. No official
message has been issued by higher authority as of this date indicating the
passengers and crew are listed as dead.

The performance data of aircraft under the prevailing wind, weather
and temperature conditions is unknown to the Chief, Navy Section, U.S,
Military Group, Chile since he is riot a qualified naval aviator or
carries a naval aviator's designation.

The roles of supervisory, support and controlling personnel who were
crew members of the Navy Section C-47 aircraft are personally known by
me. Commander Ralph J. TOUCH, USN (Plane Commander and Senior Pilot)
appeared to be a responsible, competent and qualified naval aviator who
demanded excellent performance from his co-pilot, chief aviation mechanic
and his chief radioman during the short period of one month that I .
personally knew him. Lieutenant Commander James P. KUHN, USN, appeared
to be a responsible co-pilot, capable of making sound decisions, and
dedicated to his co-pilot flying duties during the two months that I kmew
him, Chief Joe FERNANDEZ, Radioman, ahd Chief John HIGGINS, Aviation
Mechanic, maintained their equipment and carried out their assigned
responsibllities in an outstanding manner during the two months that T
lmew them. To the best of my knowledge there were no known materisl
problems or deficlencies in any of the aircraft equipment that these two
Chief Petty Officers worked on since they were highly motivated in carry-
ing out their assigned duties.

Finally, in my capacity as Chief, Navy Section, U.S. Military Group,
Chile, I consider it appropriate to include in this statement that the
Plane Commander and Senior Pilot, Commander Ralph J. TQUCH, USN, was
personally briefed by me prior to the aircraft's departure at the Naval
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Air Base at El Belloto. In esseﬁée, T remlrﬁed %om%éh-er TOUCH that
he had twelve passengers on board and he was to take no unnecessary
chances or risks in carrying out this flight to Buenos Aires, Argentina.

I also personally briefed him that he was to remain in Santiago, Chile
overnight providing the weather was not clear, I further instructed him
not to depart from Santiago, Chile and try to fly through any pass during
the hours of darkness. I also contadted sach passenger personally to
insure they had sufficient money to remain in Santiago, Chile overnight
and relayed this information personally to Commender TOUCH. I was assured
by Commander TOUCH that he understood my briefing requirements and my
personal concern for the passengers and safety of flight. He assured

me that he would take no chances.

2L
Captain, U.S. Navy

Chief, Navy Section,
U.S, Military Group, Chile
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REGARDING THE DISAPPEARANCE AND PRESUMED LOSS OF NAVSEC C-47
AIRCRAFT WITH SIXTERN ABOARD

- The NAVSEC G-47 aircraft has always met the periodic required
quarterly maintenance schedules during my two years in this Navy
Section. I have flown in this aircraft many thousands of miles
during this period, and at no time did the aircraft fail mechanically
in any significant respect to the best of my kmowledge.

In so far as the pllots are concermed, I can only state that both
of them enjoyed a fine reputation among members of the Mission and the
Chilean Navy aviators, I flew with LCDR KUHN on many occasions, and
with CDR TOUCH to Santiago and return once, and again to Talcahuano
and return on another occasion., As evidenced by the presence of my
wife Carol on this fatal flight under investigation, I had the utmost
confidence in both pilots and aircraft.

The only additional comment I can make concerns the conversation
I had with CDR TOUCH at about 1500 hours local on the day of departure
of the NAVSEG C-47, which is summarized as follows:

CDR TOUCH stated that the Northern pass to Argentine from
Sentiago was closed;

That the Southern pass to Argentina was still open;

That he might remain in Santiago that evenihg depending upon
the weather briefing he would receive in Santiago;

And that, if he did remain overnight in Santiago, he would L

depart early the following morning, n ‘

B-lo
Commander, USN
NAVSEC, USMI;GP-Ghile

x
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25 August 1969

Un the afternoon of 4 August I was performing my duty as Chiefl, Air
Traffic Control, in Los Cerrillos Airport, At 19053 GJIT, the U.3. Favy Section
C-47 Aircraft arriving from El Belloto landed at Los Cerrillos piloted by CHDR
Ralph J. Touch with his co~pilot, LCDR James P. Kuhn. At 2000 Giil they reported.
to ATC with the purpose of filling out the flight plan, CiDR Touch started
filling the form and there were certain doubts as to whether to file IFK or
VFR, Then LCDR Xuhn continued and signed the Flight Plan,

dhe chosen route was as follows:

&3 until Curico.
i Gi% to Cerro Planchon (Chilean pass).
G31 to ialargue (Argentinean pass).
The Flight Plan was then approved by Pudahuel AT¢. The pilot was
requested to change to runway 03 due to the prevailing weather condition in {
‘Los Cerrillos, Initially the pilot was authorized to fly at 17,000 feet
until Curico but he requested authorization to change to 12,000 feet, receiving
the necessary authorization to do so until Curico and then, at Curico, to climb
to 17,000 feet,

The ATC at Pudahuel requested to the AIC Cerrillos to ask the pilot,

CHDR Touch, if .he knew of the weather conditions in the Planchon Zone. The 1

pilot initially did not understood the question and gave the route, The

question was repeated and the pilot answered "I got it", 4t this moment

ilr, Valdes of ATC Cerrillos was having the conversation, 1his conversation

o . UOROFFEMCESEOMY _
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wag not taped but there are four witnesses who can verify it,

The C-47 started taxiing at 20352 and took-off at 20507,

/sl g\

Chief, Air Traffic Control
- in Los Cerrilles Airnort

RB-L

SFC, US ARMY SECTION

TRANSIATED BY:




25 de Lgosto de 1969

CaRTI®TCADDO

En la tarde del 4 de fgosto e encontraba desempeiando xal cargo
de Jefe de Control de Aeronaves en el Aeropuerto de Los Uerrillos.
& las 1953 GiT aterrizd en Los errillos procedente del Lelloto el
avidn C-47 de la sisidn Haval de los SE.UU. piloteado por el Capitédn
de Fragata Sr. Ralph J. Touch y llevando como copiloto al Japitdn de
fforbeta Sr. James P. Kuhn. 4 las 2000 GMT se presentaron en a9¢ con el
objeto de llenar el plan de vuelo. MKl Capitédn “ouch comenz6 llenando el
formulario v hubo ciertas vacilaciones debido al IFR o VFR., Iuwego continud
el Capitédn ¥uhn, quien firmd el Flan de Vuelo.
La ruta elegida fué la siguiente:
A3 hasta Guricé
G17 Cerrc Planchén (Paso Chileno)
631 Kalarque {Paso Argentino)
1 lan de Vuelo fué luego aprobadc por el ATC de .udalwel. Se le
solicité al viloto gque cambiara a la pista 03 debido = las condiciones
clinatéricas que imperavan en Los Cerrillos. L1 Piloto fué autorizado

inicialmente para que volara a 17,000 pies hasta Juricd pero éste solicitd

cambio para 12,000 pies recibiendo la autorizacidn correspondiente para

gque asi lo hiciera hasta Curicd y luego en Curicé subiera a 17,000 pies.




»1 ATC de Pudaluel solicité al ATC de Cerrillos gue preguntara
al Piloto, Capitdn Touch gi conocia las condiciones climatéricas en la
gona del Planchén. #1 Piloto inicialmente no comprendi’ la pregunta
¥y dié la ruta. La pregunta fué repetida y el Piloto contestd -
"I got it", &n ese momento el Sr. Valdes de ATC Cerrillos era el que
mantenia el didlogo. Hsta conversacién no fué grabada pero hubo 4
testigos que lo pueden ravificar,

31 C-47 comenzé a carretear a 1lasa@V35Z y despegé a las 20502,

s

Jefe Oficime-fe GControl de Aeronaves
ATC de s Cerrillos




25 August 1969

On the afterncon of 4 August I was performing my duties as Chief of the
Heteorological Station in Los Cerrillos. At 1600 hours CiDR Ralph J. Touch,
Pilot of the aircraft C-47 of the Naval Hission, USA, arrived in my office
and informed that he was arriving from El1 Belloto.

CiDR Touch came to obtain‘weather information in order to continue with
his trip to Buenos Aires. During his visit he indicated that while flying
from E1 Belloto the Cordillera looked clear., I info?med the pilot that the
weather conditions between Santiago and Puerto lontt aziear to be in very
bad conditions. Then I requested from Pudahuvel a weather fére ast for the

route Sanliago-Buenos Aires and based on this I indicated to the pilot that

the Cristo Redentor was closed, with zero visibility and snowing. After
comnection with the Radiosonde Station in Quintero I explained to the pilot
that up to 17,000 feet existed turbulence which increased upwards and that
over 17,000 feet it was very severe, I.élso explained that there was ice
formation at 5,000 feet,

Unon leaving I told CkDR Toﬁch that if the Cordillera was closed to
return. CFDPR Touch answered?! “Ho, because already I am one day late®,

I also would like to mention that in the Hantiago area, betwesn 1545
hours and 1730 hours, there was a small improvement in the weather condition

and later the weather worsened,

rlog—lo ;

Chief ileteorological Station
of Los Cerrillos Alrport.

4 oy ;
S¥C, US ARMY SECTIWN | ' vl I
Tl ef L

TRANSTATED BY:




Agosto de 1969

CURL‘lFlCADO

in la tarde del 4 de agosto me encontraba desempefiando mis
funciones de Jefe de la listacidn lletereoldgica =n Los Cerrillos.
A las 1600 horas llegd hasta mi Oficina el Capitdn de Fragata Or.
Kalph J. Touch, piloto del Avién C-47 de la Hisiébn Naval de los
#8.UU., quien me informé venia llegando de .1 leiloto.

21 Capitdn Touch venia a ovtener informacidn climatérica para
continuar viaje a Suenos Aires, wvurante su visita me indicé que mientras
venian en vuelo de &l Belloto pudieron observar gue la Cordillera se
veia desvejada., 4 raiz dg ésto, yo le informé al Filoto que el tiempo
entre Sautiago y Fuerto llontt sresentaba muy malas condiciones.

Solicité a Pudahuel un prondstico del tiempo para la rute Santiago-
Buenos aires 7 en base a é3to indiqué al Filoto gue el Cristo iedentor
estaba cerrado, con visibilidad cero y nevando. Luego me conecté con
el Radiosonda de wuintero y le expliqué al Filoto que hasta 17,000 pies
existia turbulencia que aumentabs hacia arriba, y sobre los 17,000 pies
era muy severa. También le expliqué que existia formacién de hielo

& 5,000 pies de altura,

41 degpedirme del Capitén Touch, le dije que si la Cordillera estaba
cerrada que regresara, 41 Capitdn Touch me respondié - "ilo norque ya
estoy atrasado un dia”

Deseo taubidn mencionar que en el area de sSantiago, entre las 1545
koras ¥ las 1730 horas, se produjo una peauefia mejoria en las condicicnes

del tiempo y luego volvid a cerrar

35.\0

Jefe kstaci uE ereologrca de Los Cerrillos
g- Los Cerrillos

!
|
|




25 hugust 1969

STATENENTS

On the afternoon of 4 August I was performing my duty as Team Chief of the
Control Tower crew at Pudahuel. I received a call from Los Cerrillos by which
I was informed that the Airplane C-47, Navy liission of the USA, had called
Los Cerrillos Tower at 1645 hours requesting authorization to take-off. 1In
view of the existing weather conditiocns, I requested Los Cerrillos to ask the
pilot. if he knew of the weather conditions at Planchon. The answer was
affirmative.

I authorize& the flight by ALFA 3 Green 17, and to maintain level 120
until Curico. To cross Curico 170 and to exit by‘the intersection of Angostu-
ra 11,

The C-47 took-off at 1650, reported at Radio Beacon iR, and later reported
at Angostura:at 1708 and estimated Curico at 1733.

After the Angqétura position, the pilot was requested to trensfer his

radio fregquency to Control Center, Two minufes later I heard a conversation
bétween the pilot, which left me worried. Probably due to the fact that
they had left an open switch only the voice of one person could be heard.
A few minutes later the Control Center informed the Tower that the C-47 had
reported. The Control Tower then called the C-47, two or three times, at
approximately 1715, until finally the pilot answered. iis level was asked Q
and the pilot answered "My level is 1204,

Later on, the tape at the Control Tower recorded a noise as if they

.préssed the microphone switch to talk and one could hear the ncoise,which

could be of the motors of a C-47. Nothing else was heard afterwards.



In my opinion, the vressing of the microphone switch was done & to 8
minvtes after Angostura, in accordance with the flight time and it flying
on the authorized route, the plane in that moment could had been between

Rancagua and Rosario,

« /e/ B
TRANSLATHD BY: R—e {
' Shift Leader,; A1C, Pudahuel
Control Tower

6
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- Torre de Los Cerrillos solicitando autorizacidn para despegar. kn

25 de agosto de 1969

CLUREPTIFICADO

in la tarde dal 4 de agosto me enconiraba cunpliendo mis funciones
de Jefe de Turno de la Torre de Uontrol de Pudahuel cuando recibi un
llamado de Los Cerrillcs en el gue se me informd que el avidn C-47
de la iiisidén Naval de los ¥E.UU. habfa llamado a las 164% horas a la
vista de las condiciones climétibas imperantes, solicité a Los Cerrillos
que preguntaran al Yiloto si conocia las condiciones del tiempo en el
Flanchén. La respuesta fué afirmstiiva. 2.

A continuacidén autoricé el vuelo por aAlfa 3 Verde!fy minterner nivel
120 hasta Curicé. Cruzar Curicdéd 170 y salida por la interseccidn de
Angostura 11, E&i&?

Bl =47 despzig a-las 1650, Reportés i%h?aror&ﬁ a lag 1655 ¥ luego
reportd nngostura}_édégg 1708 y estimé en Curicé & las 1733,

Juego de la posicidn angostura, se solicité al Piloto gque cambiara
sﬁ frecuencia de Radio a Centro de Control., Un par de minutos mds tardse,
escuchd una conversacidén entre el Piloto y el Copiloto, la que me dejd
preocupado. Debido a que probablemente habian dejado un switch abiérto,
se pédia escuchar solamente la voz de una persona. A los pocos minutos

~" -

el Centro de Control inform§ a la Igrre que el C-47 no habia weperiedo, "B,
fruees Al "\
La Yorre de Control llaméngbs o treS¥eces a las 1715 aproximadamente al

C-47’hasta gue finaslmente contestd el Piloto,"Wy—Tewsdi—iZ—FZ0", é;i 4&5
Fmﬁwtﬂ'*ﬁ il Y e [?'iUtO' tncke, & "h} bwl is 110"

d,,—-—“" -




A continuacidn, la c1nta'gz§£6 un Taig

el switch del micréfono para hanlnv v ge
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de 1os motores de ud C-47 ¥ lueso no se esc
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fancagus y Rosgrio,

g

ATC rudahuel
Control




25 auzust 1969

11

[
LA

STALENS

As Chief of the Air Route iraffic Control Usnier at Pudaluel sairport, I

am faniliar with the tane of the communications with the missing Havy C-47
and with the IFR aircraft tralfic at the time of the aircraft's disappearance.
In my judgement there is no doubt that thekbrief noise heard and taped on the
vcontrol center frequency at aporroximately 041717 Auvugust emanated from the
cabin of a C-47 aircraft. The missing Navy airplane was the only known by
Traffic Control Center to be on or near Route A-3 to Curico at the time.

iy calculations of the time-space-speed factors invoelved indicate that at
1716, the aircraft would have been somewhere within an arc, centered in Radio

Beacon MR, running approximately through Rengo.

/s/
TRAMSLATED BY:
: Control Center, ruvauuer dirport

B
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SFC, US ARMY SECTION




25 de Agosto de 1969

CERTIPFPIGCADDO

Como Jefe del Centro de Control de Trdfico Aéreo en el Aeropuerto de
Pudshuel, estoy en conocimiento de la cinta magnetofdnica de las comunica-
ciones entre el desaparecido Avidn C-47 de la Misidn Naval de los EE,UU. y
el control de trafico de aviones I1FR en los momentos en que este Avidn desa-
parecifp., A mi juicio, no existe duda de gque el ruido escuchady por breves
momentod y grabado en la frecuencia del Centro de Control aproxinadamente

‘7 Lk
a las i 7 horas del 4 de Agosto, emanaron de la cabina ged*C-47.
Cosetand J &8 conochaiBure . Ciatae d&

1l Avidn de la iisidn ifaval era el dnico C-4Z‘que volabe en la Rula

L-3 a Curicd o cerca de ella en esos instanies. His cflculos sobre los

factores involucrados, en este caso relativos\al tiempo, distancia y velo-

cidad, indican que & las 1716 horgzs, el avién sé\ encontraria en algdn punto

2L GUde 8w w4 ﬂbﬂii}ggm-. MR

de un arco , que pasarfa aproXimadamente sobre Re

e

Jefe del Centio’BeMlontrol de Uradfico Aédreo
Aeropuerto 8e Pudahuel

‘AN L
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25 August 1969

STATEMENT

On the afterncon of 4 August I was performing my duties ag Shift Leader
of Center Control of Pudahuel. The aircraft C-47 of the liaval iission of
the USA should have reported his position from Angosturas ton this Center, but
never was able to get in contact with us. At 21332 the aircraft shiould have
reported at Curico but never did so, at 22034, one half hour later, I declared
it INCERFA (Uncertain Fhase). At 223%% the C-47 was declared ALZRFA (Alert

Fhase) and LuSTRESFA (Disaster Fhase).

G S
Shift Léader £TC - Control Center
Pudahuel

TRANSTATED BY:

SEVEE

SFC, US aRMY SECTICN
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2hH de agosto de 1969

COURTIFICADO

131 4 de Agosto en la tarde ume encontraca desempetiando mis
funciones de Jefe de Turnc del ientro de Control de Fudahuel., Ll
4vidn £-47 de la iisidn Naval de los EE.UU, gue debid haver reportado
su posicién en angostura a éste Jentro, nuﬁca 1llegd a ponerse en
contacto con nosotros. A las 21332 el avién debid reportar Curicd
¥ como ro lo hizo, a las 2203Z, o sea media hora mds tarde lo declaré
iNCERFA (fase de Incertidumbre). A las 22337 el C-47 fué declarado

ALERFA (Fase de Alerta) y DISTRESFA (Fase Ne{Desastre).

CeaV

Jefe de Turno ATd - abntro de Control
Pudahuel
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25 August 1969

H

STATEMEY

On the day of the U.S. lavy C-47 disappearance, Chilean ilavy aircraft
were operating, including a flight from £1 Belloto, the Wavy base near Vifia
del Har, to Cerrillos in Santiago, and a flight from Concepcion to fxziizz;fé

CiDR Touch had only recently arrived and I knew him only slightly.

I understand he had considerabie time in P2B7 aircraft, but do not know
about his (-47 experience.

LCIR XKuhn had flown in Chile for around two years and was consequently
quite experienced in our conditions and also in the Cs47.

Fernandez and Higgins were real professionals and kept the aircraft in
excellent condition., They had been most helpful in technical assistance to
the Chilean Navy with our recently acquired C-47's,

1 am aware that CMDR Touch ahd ICDR Xuhn had recently flown a Chilean

Wavy C-47 on the Buenos Aires-lalargue-Curico-Santiago-Bl Belloto route.

| /s, o
TRANSIATED BY: . .
Commander, Chilean Navy
Commandant E1l Belloto

'TE>_,L9 / Naval 4ir Station

“

SFC, US ARMY SECTION :

]



25 de Agosto de 1969

CoRHRTIFPFICADO

£l dfa en que el Avién C-47 de la Misidén Naval de los E£#,UU. desapare-
cid, aviones de la Armada Chilena se encontraban cumpliendo vueles de ru-
tina, incluyendo uno desde El Belloto (Base Aercnaval cercana a Vifia deé

e3 g 6£F3

El Comandante Touch habfa llegado a Chile recientemente yljgigyiﬁfcano-

lar), a los Cerrillos en Santiago, y otro desde Concepcidén a

cfa superficialimente. Segun tengo entendido, tenia muchas horas de vuelo
en aviones P2B7, pero desconozco su experiencia en aviones C-47,

El Capitdn Kuhn habfa volado en Chile durante casi dos afios y por‘
consiguiente tenfa mucha experiencia sobre nuestras condiciones de vuelo
y también con el Avidn C-47.

Los suboficiales Higgins y Ferndndez eran verdaderos profesionales y
mantenien el Avién en excelente estado., En numerosas ocasiones prestaron
asistencia técnica a la Armada Chilena con nuestros recientemente adquiridos
aviones C-47.V

Estoy en conocimiento de que el Comandante Touch y el Capitdn Kuhn

Gltimamente habian volado un C-47 de la Armada Chilena en la ruta Buenos

Aires - Malarque - Curicé - Santiago ;~ET\lelo\p.

L

Capitén db Prégate; Armadd de Chile
‘?"Bag%§keronaval de E1 Belloto




25 August 1969

As the VWeather Officer at &l Belloto, I gave CiDR Touch the briefing
before the 4 August flight., CUDR Touch avpeared completely normal, I
aedvised him that‘the weather conditions in the mountains were quite bad - a
post - frontal condition -~ and that IFR only would be possible for the
crossing. I further mentioned that heavy turbulence and icing could be
expected at crossing levels, and that the most favorable crossing sites
would be well to the south in the Puerto Montt region.

CiDR Touch mentioned that if the conditions appeared unfavorable from
Santiago, he would atay at Los Cerrillos that night and await better weather

on 5 August,

, , /s/
TRANSTATED BY: B-lo

Weather Officer, E1 Belloto
Air Station

&0

SFC, US ARMY SECTION

[Hee




25 de Agosto de 1969

CERTIFICADDO

Como Oficial de Metereologia de la Base Aeronaval de E1l Belloto, puse
en conocimiento del Comandante Touch, antes de la salida del C-47, de los
informes relativos al tiempo. El Comandante Touch aparentaba encontrarse
en estado completamente normal. Le hice saber que las condiciones clima-
téricas en la montafia eran bastante malas - condicidn post-frontal - y que
solamente seria posible efectuar el cruce de las ﬁontaﬁas empleando el IFR.
Ademds le mencioné que podria esperar una fuerte turbulencia y hielo en los
niveles de cruce y que el sitio mds favorable para efectuar el cruce seria
en e; Sur, en la regién de Puerto Montt.

El Comandaﬁte Touch me expresé que 8i las condiciones se veian desfa-
vorables en Santiago; permaneceris en los Cerrillos esa noche y esperaria

1 /

un tiempo mis favorable el 5 de Agosto,.
. ld

B

Capitén de Corbeta, Armada de Chile
Oficial de Metereologla, Base Aeronaval de El Belloto

3
i




25 dugust 1969

8 T4 @ 2 MENY

I flew frequently as co-uilot of the missing C~47 and an fully familiar
with the aircraft., 1ts de-icing equipment including wing bootls for breaking

loose wing ice, a carborator de-icing mechanism, a pitot-tube de-icer, and

v o e e e e T

alchohol de-icers for vropellers and wind shield. As far as I am aware, this
equipment was functioning well, although the last time I personally observed

was on a July trip from Punta Arenas to E1 Belloto.

/s/ Oscar Re

Chief of Ogerations, &l Belloto i
4 Naval Air Station ="

&~

S¥C, U3 ARMY SECTION

THAESTATYD BY:

<« P
)‘ 7 Z‘cb a’ a
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25 de Agosto de 1969

CLELYTTITFICADDO

¥recuentemente volé como Copiloto en el desaparecido &vidn C-47 y estoy
conpletamnente familiarizado con ese tipe de avidn. Su equipo anti-hielo
incluye lo siguiente: botas snti-hielo neumdticas de las alas para soltar
ol hielo de las alés, mecanismo de carburadeor anti-hielo, tubo dgscongelador
Pitot y descongelador a base de alcohol para las hélices y parabrisa.
En lo que a mi{ respecta, este equipo estaba funcionando bien, aungue la ul-
tima vez que pude observar personalmente su empleo, fué en Julio de 1968,

durante un viaje desde Punta Arenas a E1 Belloto.,

o

Capitén de Corbeta
Jefe de Operaciones,
Base Aerconaval de E1 Belloto.



Qrec 11

NAVY SHCTION
UNITED STATES MILITARY GROUP CHILE
CASILIA 141~V
VALPARATISO, CHILE

VALPARAISO, 7 August 1969

Statement of Suboficial (iech) B~

N° P-one six five five (P-1655). In Valparaiso, on the seventh day of the

Serial

month of August, nineteen sixty nine, Suboficial (ilech) Carlos Antonio

VABQUAZ Godoy, Serial H¢ P-one six five five, Chilean Havy, assigned to the
Navy Section U.S, Military Group hereby states: That on the day of take-off,

the communications equipment, mechanical conditions and flight instruments

of the Havy Section C-47 Airplane were in good operating condition;

that

the position and emergency lights were in operating conditions; that the

automatic de-icing equipment of the airplane windshield was in operating

conditions.

/s/
TRANSLATED BY:

R—b

SFC, US ARMY SECTION

y

B0

Suboficial (Mech)
Serial N® P-1655

e




NAVY SECTION |
UNITED STATES MILITARY GROUP CHILE
CASILLA 141.V
VALPARAISO. CHILE

Declaracién del Suboficial (Ma.) R’-lo

Serie P-uno seis cinco cinco. En Valparaiso a miete dias del mes

de Agosto de mil novecientos sesenta y nueve, el Suboficial (Mqg)
B ~ Serie P~uno seis cinco cinco, de

la Armada de Chile, de dotacidén en la Seccién Naval del Grupo

Militar de los Estados Unidos en Chile declara, Que el equipo

de comunicaciones, condicioﬁes mecdnicas y instrumentos de vue-

lo del avién C-47 de la Seccidn Naval el dia de aespegue.se

encontraban en buenas condiclones operativas, = — = = - = = = =~

Que, las luves de posicién y emergencia se encontraban operati-

Vasg_'.-‘... —————————————— - — —_—— —— - — ———

Que, el equipo de deshielar automitico del parabrisa del avidn

se encontraba operatlvo. —————————————————————— : - —— e

<7£ 7&boflc (Mq.,
Serie (BR16554

VALPARAISC, 7 de Agosto de 1969~




25 August 196Y

S TATEMENT

I was on duty in the dispatch office on 4 August and wes present when
the flight plan for the Wavy C-47 flight from El Belloto to Santiago was
‘filled out by Fernandez. We had no conversation concerning the flight,

and he appeared normal in every way.

/s/
TRANSIATED BY: | Ao
‘ Sgt
Dispatch Office, E1 Belloto

Naval &ir Station

BL

SFCG, US ARMY SECTION

et 12
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25 August 1969

STATEMENT

I was the principal air trafiic contrecller during the departure of the
U.S.VNavy C-47 from E1 Belloto on 4 August. I gave the pilot the instructions
to take off to the east on runway 08. The wind was northeast at 5-8 knots,
there was no rain; and the ceiling was approximately 600 meters. VFR
conditions existed in the El Belloto area. At Quebrada Alvarado, the pilot

informed me he was switching frequency, and we had no further commnications.

_/s/ o

Corporal, Tower Controller
El Belloto Faval Air Station

TRANSLATED BY:

Be

SFC, US ARMY SECTION



25 de Agosto de 1969

CERTIFICADO

El 4 de Agosto, yo era el principal Control de Trdfico Aéreo durante
la partida del Avidén C-47 de la Hisién Naval de los EE,UU. desde El Belloto.
Le proporcioné instrucciones al Piloto para que despegara hacia el Este en
la pista 08, Las condiciones que imperaban en ese momento eran las siguien-
tes: viento Noreste de 5-8 nudos, no estaba lloviendo y el techo era de
aproximadamente 600 metros. En la zona de E1l Belloto existian condiciones
para VFR. En la Quebrada Alvarado, el Piloto me informé que estaba gambian-

do frecyencia y no tuvimos otras comunicaciones.

- yabo 49
Control de Torre



25 August 19569

STATENENT

At around 1100 on 4 August, Higgins taxied the U.S5. Navy C~47 to bs
gassed up. I put 1.640 liters of 130 octane aviation gas into the aircraft,
and was informed no oil was needed. Iverything apveared completely normal

about the airwnlane.

/sl Ry

St 2°
Flight Line Chief, 4l 8elloto

Tzr;{‘g Naval &ir Station

SPC, US ARNY SECTION

TRAJSTATED BY:

Qﬁuﬂ‘- 1




25 de Agosto de 1969

e

7
CERTIFICADO O

El 4 de Agosto, a las 1100 horas, el Suboficial Higgins carreteé

A
4

el Avidn C-47 de la Misién Haval para abastecerlo de %@mﬁﬁstible. Le
coloqué al Avidén 1.640 litros de gasolina de aviacién de 130 octancs, y
ge me informd que no necesitaban lubricante., Todo parec{a encontrarse

completamente normal en el Avidn.

R

aoid. i
Jefe d:sifigif El Belloto 1




25 sugust 1969

STATEMHENT

In my capacity as a SAd coordinator, I am intimately familiar with the.
search Ior the missing C-47. OAR received a written message from (entral
Control at approximately 041800 aAugust indicating INUER¥A, or uncertainly,
concerning the aircraft's status. The search began 0500330 August and
continued until 141800 August., Among the\various regorts received during
the search, perhaps the most signiticant were the following:

a. 4 Carabinero Officer in the Sewell area reported hearing an sircraft
(type unknown) overhead at aporoximately 041730 hugust moving northeast along
the Cafion kxtravio east of Sewell.

b, A retired Chilean Air Force‘ﬂajor, an engineer, revoried hsaring from
the Sewell area a 0-4T7 aircraft at approximately 041730 August moving northeast
in the vicinity of the Cafion sxtravio.

c. A gentleman in ﬁancagua reported having heard from the ground an
aircraft, probably of two motors, moving southeast belween 1700 and 1730 on
4 August,

Based on these reports and other information, extensive air and ground
search was made of the‘vicinities indicated, as well as of other areas
encompassed by latitudes 33°30' and 36°00' south to longitude 69°30! West and
Wiest to the coast. Ground search was hampered by heavy snow in the mountain
area (the deep snow also being a serious handicap to spotting the plane if

it went down in this zone), but later in the search Carabinero patrols covered

Shee 25~



e

consideranle territory around Sewell. One patrol on 9 August reported eight
or ten condors over a point about 18 miles southeast of Sewell but extensive
air search of the area disclosed nothihg.

Followinf up the Carabinero officer's vevort mentioned above, on 5 August
I flew a UH-1 helicopter with the foicer aboard to study the Cafion zZxtravio
area, Although several of the residents in the vicinity said they also had
heard an aircraft the afternoon of 4 August, nothing significant was sighted. |

Based on information that the former pilot of the Havy C-47, CiDR Quinten
A. Kelso, and the missing co-pilot, LCKDR James P. Kuhn, had on occasion flown
a route running roughly Santiago-Coya-ilalargue, the mountain portion of this
route was also searched extensively, to include aerial photographic coverage
and subsequent photo study.

~~ he mountain areas in which the aircraft may have gove down are in general

extrémely rugged, with deep canyons and dfevaoes, steep cliffs, and heavy snow ?
cover, all of which reduced severely the probahﬂity of locating the aircraft,
Our calculations of the distance traveled by the plane between take-off
and last communication at around 1715 indicated it would have besn inside an
arc centered on the Mike Romeo beacon near Santiago and running approximately
through Rengo. j
The C-47 engine noise transmission heard and taped at Central Control at

around 041716 August might have abruptiy cut by an accident or radio failure,

but also could have been cut suddenly by a mountain block of the VHIF transmissiay

/s/ 8~
Captain;’éhilean Air Force
’ SAR Coordinating Cfficer

TRANSLATED BYs

B

SFC, US ARMY SECTION




25 de Agosto de 1969

CERTIFICADDO

En mi calidad de coordinador del Servicio Aéreo de Rescate (SAR),
estoy Intimamente familiarizado con la bisqueda del desaparecido Avién
C-47 de la Misién Naval de los EE.UUf El SAR recibid un mensaje escrito
del Centro de Control aproximadamente a las 1800 horas del 4 de Agosto,
el que indidaba que el Avién habia sido declarado INCERFA o Fase de In-
certidumbre. La bdisgueda comenzd a las 0830 del 9 de Agosto y continud
hasta las 1800 horas del 14 de Agosto. Entre los numerosos inforumes reci-
bidos durante la bisqueda, los mis significativés fueron los siguientes:

a., Un Oficial de Carabineros de la zona de Sewell reporté que apro-
ximadamente a las 1730 horas del'A de Agosto habia escuchado un avién ;
(tipo desconocido), volando en sentido Noreste a lo largo del Cafién Extra-
vio, al Este de Sewell.

b. Un Ingeniero, Mayor Retirado de la Fuerza &érea de Chile, reporté
haber escuchado en la zona de Sewell, aproximadamente a las 1730 horas del
4 ae Agosto; un Avién C-47 volando en sentido Noreste en las cercanfas del
Cafién Extravio.,

| c. Un sefior en Rancagua, reportdé haber oido desde tierra un avisn,
probablemente de dos motores, volando en sentido Sureste aproximadamente
entre 1700 y 1730 horas del 4 de Agosto.
En base a éstos y otros informes, se efectud una intenaiva bisgueda
- por aire y tierra de la zona indicada, cowo también de las zonas comprendidas a
WES7E §
entre las latitudes 33°30' y 36°00' Sur a la longitud 69°30' de—besde—a—boste f;«k{

a la Costa. la bisqueda terrestre fué dific:ltada por la invensa nieve caida




en el 4rea montafiosa (la profundidad de la nieve también constituyd una seria
dificultad para visualizar el Avidn si éste hubiera caido en esta zona), pero
luego las Patrullas de Carabineros cubrieron un extenso territorio alrededor
‘de Sewell, E1 9 de Agosto, una Patrulla reporté haber visto ocho o diez cén-
dores volando sobre un punto a 18 millas al Sudeste de dJewell, pero la exten-
siva busgueda por aire sobre esta drea resultd negativa.

diguiendo el informe del Cficial de Carabineros mencionado anteriormente,
el 5 de Agosto vold en un Helicéptero UH-1 llevando al Oficial a bordo para
estudiar el 4rea del Caﬁén Extravio, A pesar de que muchos habitantes de
ese lugar dijeron haber escuchado un Avién en la tarde del 4 de “gosto, nada
gignificativo pudo ser visto.

%En base a la informacién que el antiguo .piloto del C-47 de la kisidn
Naval Comandante Quinten A, Kelso y el desaparecido Capitdn de Corbeta James
P. Kuhn habian volado ocasionalmente la ruta Santiago - Coya - Malarque
(Argentina), se buscb extensivamente en la parte montafiosa de esta ruta, to-
mando fotografias aféreas, las que posteriormente fueron estudiadas.

La zona montafiosa en la que el Avién pudo haber cafdo es extremadamente
abrupta, con profundos cafiones y precipicios, empinadas laderas y cubiertas
por abundante nieve, todo lo cual re@ujo considerablemente las probabilidades
de localizar el Avidn,

Nuestro célculos de la distancia cubierta por el Avién entre el despegue
y 14 dltima comunicacidn alrededor de las 1715 horas, indicaban que podfan ha-
berse encontrado dentro de un arco cenfrado en el faro liike Romeo cerca de’
Santiago ¥y cruzando aproximadamente sobre Rengo.

Lo transmisién del ruido del motor del C-A7 escuchada y grabada en el

Centro de Control alrededor de las 1716 horas del 4 de sgosto pudo haber sido




bruscamente cortada por un accidente o falla de 1la radio, pero también pudo
haber side cortada sidbitamcnte por un bloque montafioso que impididé la trans-

misién del VHF.

B-b

Capitdn, Fuerza Aérea de Chile
Oficial Coordinador del

SAR.
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ONPHED STt ILI’TARY GR% CHILE

C/0 U, B, EMBASSY
SANTIAGO, CHILE

IN REPLY REFER TO SOCH-DCH 25 August 1969

SUBJECT: Statement concerning Items 1lg, 11, 1Jj, 1l and 1m of Basic

Letter.,

TO:

Colonel, GS

Chief ARSEC, USMILIGP - Chile

Reference:

Memo to Capt Floyd E Smith
Subject: Alrcraft Investigation dated 19 August 1969 and
Memorandum for Chief AF Section, same subject, dated 19

August 1969,

- USN C-UT 17254 was cleared at Los Cerrillos for standard

instrument departure on runway 03, Route of flight was Marruecos radio
beacon Alrway A-3 to Curico at 12,000', shuttle climb at Curico at 17,000t
then Airway G-1T7 and G-31 to Msidargue radio beacon, then via Airway G-38,
G-29, G=28 to Fzelza airport, Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Adrcraft departed Los Cerrillos at 1650L (2050Z), reported Marruecos
at 1655L (2055Z) at 6,000%; reported Angostura Intersection at 170TL
(21072) at 12,000 a.nd estimated Curlco at 1733L (2133Z). At 1715L (2115%Z)

Santlago Center contacted alrcraft to confirm its altitude - alreraft acknow- .

ledged altitude at 12,000'., This was the last contact with the aireraft.

This flight was & routine instrument fligh£ wilth no unusual maneuvers
required of the aircraft,

2, Item 11 - A translated copy of the official Chilean Alr Force SAR re-
port will be forwarded under separate cover.

3. Item 1j -

Alrcraft was on & routine Instrument flight plan, All local

and intermational rules were complied with. See attached Flight Plan (Ateh 1)

4, Ttem 11 - Attached are weather report and performsnce data computation.
(Atch 2 and 3).

5, Item lm - Performance of persomnel in support of this flight was normal
and in accordance with standard operating procedures.

”’

Colonel, USAF 59/ Msjor, USAF
Chief AF Section Operations Officer

3 Atch

US MILGROUP, Chile. AF Section, USMILGROUP 1 Flight Plan

1 Atch

2 Eeather Rep.

S Sopitation.

wd atoh 1 and 2

971@& /6
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C-MT‘TAKE-OFF AND

TIOTRL 0T

CONDITIONS - TAKE-OFF

Field Elevation 1675t
Headwind Component 0
Temperature "F8:(3
Pressure Alt 1675

Density Alt 1300"

Gross Welght
Take=0ff Bpeed
Take-0ff Dlgtance
Take-0ff Refusal Speed
Take~Off Refusal Distance
Acceleration Check Marker
Acceleration Check Speed
Distance to Stop
Critical Field Length
. Two Engine Uljwh Speed
Single Fngine Climb Speed
Max Alt One Eng Smooth Air
Ref Fig A3-1 T.0, 1C-47-1

O - W1 W N
ESE:‘D ORI FwDE

Ground Run

RCR

Ground Run Corrected

Air Run

Total Landing Distance
Threshold speed

Two Engine Climb Speed
Single Engine Climb Speed

O O\A'EwhoH

Gross Welght Limit
Runway Length
Dew Polnt  55°F

Spec. Humldity

TAKE-QOFF

LANDING (EZEIZA)

o

LANDING DATA.-~

29,000

T6TT!
RCR -

0.009

28,500
TT K
20001
84 K
22501
1000
25K
2750"
5000
123 K

93 K

2,000

1750!

1750!

1575!

33a5!
K
117 K
89 K

Ateh 3



ASSUMED ATRCRAFT WEIGHT.

Basic Welght 19,730

Fuel 4,500

Emergency Gear 320 '

Heats 720

16 Pax 3,200
TOTAL 28,500 LBS.

NOTE: Official aeircraft records could not be found,
however, aircraft weights used in these compu-
tations are relatively standard for C-47 aircraft.

Atch3
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FLIGHT FORECAST

No. 080402

AIRCREFT No. U.S. FAVY DATE b AUGUST 1969

ROUTE : EL BELLOTO/EZEIZA
VALIDITY: 0k1900/050000Z (DTG)
ROUTE FORECAST':
EL BELIOTO/EL CRISTO/MARARGUE: UNSTABLE COLD FRONT.-
4 to 6/8 CUMULUS NIMBUS 600 meters TOPS 15/13000 FEET DECREASING TO 11/9000
FEET AFTER 192.
EL CRISTO PASS: CLOSER, SNOWING, NIMBUS STRATUS AITHS STRATUS, ALTUS CUMULUS
TOPS 13/15000 FEET, MODERATE TURBULENCE, MODERATE ICING CONDITION.
CROSSING LEVELS
FRE CORDILLERA ARGENTINA AND ARGENTINA TERRITORY: CIOUDY, ALTUS STRATUS, |
AITUS CUMULUS 3000 METERS,
HIGH ALTTTUDE WINDS:
EL BELLOTO/CORDILIERA, 300 FT 300° WIND 10 KNOTS 5  BRIOW CERO

7000 FT 340° WIND 20 KNOTS 10° BELOW CERO

AT TR e+

NOTE: Torecsst wag discontinued due to change of destination: LOS CERRILLOS,

PREPABED BY seceavee . QERTIFIED ﬂY:M )
FL BELLOTO 0L0B8430 HRS. )
&b

Colonel, GY 1) UsA |
Investigating Oi'ficer
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S C&MAIR BASE

MINISTRY OF DEFENSE
DIRECCION DE AERONAUTICA

ATRPORT OF 1OS CERRILIOS 5 August 1969
METEREOLOGICAL OFFICE "LOS CERRILLOS" ‘

REPORT

1. Reporlﬁ on metereological dats furnished the Pilot of the United States
Alrcraft on U August 1969 at 16:20 hrs.

Weather foreeast at 20:00 Z on 4 August 1969

OVALLE: Overcast Altus stratus - Altus cumulus, 2/8 Nimbus stratus at 1050
meters. South West wind of 10 knots, unlimited visibility.

EL CRISTO: Overcast with powdered enow - 8/8 Nimbus stratus at 90 meters
» South west wind of 15 kmots ~ Visibility Cero.

QUINTERO: Cloudy 6/8 Stratus ewmilus and cumulus &t 900 meters - Visib:l.lity
10 kilameters - Calm

EL BELIOTO: Overcast 8/8 Stratus cumulus at 600 meters, Visibility 10 kilameters.

Calm,

CERRILLOS: ‘Overcast with light rainm. 6/8 nimbug stratus at 450 meters mnd 4/8
Stratus cwumulus at 300 meters. Visib8lity 8 kilometers. Calm

SANTO DAMINGO: Cloudy 3/8 Stratus cumulua at 300 meters with thin Cirus,
Unlimited Vigibility. Wind North west of 10 knots.

CURICO: Overcast - raining - -7/8 nimbus stratus at 300 meters 2/8 towering
cumulus., Visibility 5 Kilometers. Northwest wind of 10 knots.

CHILIAN: Cloudy with 3/8 Fowering cumulus at 360 meters and 4/8 Stratus cumulus
at 450 meters. North west wind of 5 knote. Visibility 10 kilometers.

Special forecast requested from Puda.huel for the Naval aireraft pert-aining to the
United States, em:l.t'bed at 1631,5 hours. appm:dmtely.

Route Los Cerrillos - Buenos Alres

Overcast and cloudy - Rain showers and cloudy. Between 5/ and B/8 Stratus
cumulus. Towering cumulus and Altus cuymulus; 600 feet base over cordillera, tops
25/30,000 feet. Wind 290smminses of 15/20 knots below 15,000 feet and wind of

50 knots over 20,000 feet. Light moderate turbulence below 15 000 feet and severe
turbulence over 20 »000 feet. ‘ :

Report from the undersigned Metereologist:

Light moderate turbulence up to 14,000 feet and increasing to severe turbulence
towards 20,000 feet.

Freezing level (P°C) at 5,000 fest.q
. (Signed by) UBALDO MATTASSI IVALDI
CERTIFIED BY: >—lo / CHIEF METEROLOGIST “LOST CERRILLOS"

9 g ‘ Colonel, us ' VJU.;A, Investigg
, .
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CHILEAN AIR FORCE ‘-B” éjh ‘Uif‘v‘i Ef zfsfi né? \f
UNIT COMMAND
"SAR" SERVICE
SUBJECT: Attached copy of OPSAR
US NAVY 1725k c-b7
REF:
we 8. [/
" SANTIAGO, 27 AUGUST 1969,
TO

CHIEF OF STAFF
(U.S. Air Mission)
SANTIAGO, CHILE.
Attached is & capy of the Search Report
on the US HAVY 17254 aircraft miseing between Los Cerrillos
and Buenos Aires on 4 August 1969, for whatever purpose you

deen neces&iry.
(signed)

Comsndante de Escuadrilla (A) (Major)
OFICIAL COORDINADOR SAR.
SAR Coordinating Officer.

CERTIFIED TRANSLATION:

«(\wa

Colonel, GS é_f’USA
Investigating ®fficer

Yoo 2>~ FOR GFFICIAL USE ONLY




CHILEAN AIR FORCE SUBJECT: Search for U.S. Navy Aircraft
gﬂm’comm #17254, C-47, from L August
'SAR" SERVICE through 1 August 1969,

OPSAR No. 15-69 / Hours indicated on this repart are in

Greenwich M. Time,.
SANTTAGO, 27 August 1969,
- Flight Plan.-

U.S. Navy C=UT Alrcraft S/N 17254, took off from Los Cerrillos Airport
(Sentiago - Chile) on L August 1969 mt 2050 hours, destination Ezeiza (Buenss
Aires, Argentima) with Flight Plan IFR via AWY A-3 140 Kt, FL 120 CURICO;

G-1T7 FL Cerro Plamchon; G-31 Malargue; G-38 FL 9.0 San Refael; G-29 Villa
Reynolds snd G-28 Buenow Aires. Alternate: Carrssco, Montevideo (Uruguey).
Time in reute G520 hours, fuel for 0730 hours. Passengers on board: 16,
Formal radio arfl nsvigational equipment for the route (VHF - HF)., Ruwergency
radio equimpment 500 Kc. Bafety equipment: ses, life jackets - fluorescent,
(1 bomt with capmcity for 20 people). Pilot CDR TOUCH, USK.

Note: The pilot showed ¢n his Flight Plan, in block 8 Flight Regulations, the
letter "Y' ‘which signifies that the first part of the flight would be IFR snd
then VFR, There is ng indication as to where the change would be made, Keither
i8 the color of the aircraft indicated. It was White,

- Metereological Conditions,-

A front affected the route between Suntimgo - Curico - Malargue, The
Andes Cordillers was especially forecast ®s being overcast and cloudy - rein
shovers. Clouds between 5/8 and 8/8 - Stmtus cumulus, Towering cumulus snd
Altus cumulus, base of Andes Cordillern600 feet; tops 25000 to 30000 feet.
Wind 290° of 15 to 20 Knets below 15000 f.eet and 50 knots over 20000 feet.
Iight mdm:ate tm-bulmca below 15000 amd severe turbulence over 20000 feet. The
chief of the Meteres: enl Center &t Los Cerrillos Airport informed the pilot,
hmﬁrwré hat as from 14000 feet the turbulence incremsed to severe. Freexing
point OY C wes re'ported u‘b 5060 Teet,

The sircraft tock off frim Ios Cerrillos runway 03 &t 2050 hours. It
crossed Fbn MR &t 2055 hours at feet mscending. At 2107 hours the pilot
reported Angosture 12,000 ' level eatimmting CURICO at 2133 hours, ©One minute
after communiceting this position the Control Center overhesrd pért of m con-
versatien between the pilots in which they commented on the possibility of as-
cending to & 14,000' level. Seven minutes after hearing the Angosturs positiom,
the Control cen'ber called the aircraft and requested indication of flight level
and that he chamge to 126.7 Mc frequency.
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The pilot replied that he wes flylng &t 12,000' level and would go
to the frequency indicated. One minute later an om mlcrophone was heard
from the C-47 for a few suconds vithout sound of voice. Iater, sll contact
vas lost.

B.- SEARCH;

q-q—wt e~ e Wb e

The Control Center pertaining to Santiago Area advised the SAR Service
by telephone that contset had been lost with the Navy Acft 17254 at the ssme time
es the first radio telephone inquiries were being mude to other airfields in
case coutact had been MA.

As results were futile second degree mlert (Incerfs) messages vere pro-
cessed through at 2159 hours to &ll stations on the Flight Plan and ATS Services.
On recelving neghtive ansvers Sentiego immedietely declared the Distress Phase

&t 2216 howrs.

2200 hours. At the ssme time the SAR Service contacted amateur radiocs
in Chile and Argeninm, &lso the SAR Center in Argenine, and requested informmtion.

2230 hours. The SAR network was alerted, The International Pelice at
Los Cerrillos provided & l1ist of the 16 passengers sboard the Kavy sircraft #
17254, A Copy wae forwsrded to the U.S. Embassy.

2345 hours. Ia Pa z Radio, Frequency 13.24li Kc USB was malled requesting
1xformstion. )

Contact was established with the SAR &t Albrook AFB, C.Z and they were
glven the bnckgrmand information on the case.

2350 hours. In view of nmegative replies fram all SAR network stations
an immediste plan wes made for the Search to commence on 5 August 69, providing
favorable woather conditions prevailed.

5 August 1969.-
0500 hours. The Search Plan is resdy to be developed. The srea comprises:

33° 30" § to 36° 00' S mnd from 65° 30' W towards the coast. The srea 1s divided in
5 mones:

- Zone J.- 33° 30' & to 34° Q' &
&, Andes Cordillers Section
b, Pra- Cordillers Section (Andes)
e, Alr Route Sectien
4. Coast line mountain range section
e. Ooast line nectian.

- Zone 2.- 3k° 00* B to 30' 8
The smme sections &8 considered in Zome 1
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3.~ Zome 3.- 349 30’ S to 35° 00' 8
The seme sections s considered in Zomes 1 and 2

h,- Zome L.- 35° 00' 8 to 35° 30' 8
The ssme sections as considered in Zonem, 1, 2 and 3,

5.~ Zome 5.- 35° 30' 8 to 36° 00’ 8,
The same sections as considered in Zome 1, 2, 3 and k.

The aearch pattern te he followed 1s left to the criteria of the pilots;
characteristics of the terrxin do not allow for use of & standard pattern.
Flights are considered at high, medium and low levels.

0600.hours. The Socorra Andino Group (& mountaineering organization)
&re plasced on an alert status.

1130 hours. The search by air is initiated centering the most probable
area as the Angpstwra de Pmine zore, Sewell, Cerro Palame and Alrwey Los Cerrillos -
Curico -MMlargue. Telgphone commmications are received from Remcagua, Coya and
Sewell to the effect that on 4 August &t approximately 2130 hours st the sited
locations they had heard a two engine sircraft.

1400 hours. Telephone calls fram Sewell, by Major Rodolfo STANGE of
Cargbineros ard Comsndante Gustavo PINTO (retired major, Chilean AF) informed
that a C-47 sircraft had been heard on Monday, U August st 2130 hours and
apparently was going in towards the Cijon Extravis,

They s&lso indicate that they are preparing a heliport at 1,5 Kms from
Bewell 1in order that they may be piltked up an 6 August at 1400 hours to search
the zone,

2200 houres. Search terminated due to lack of light in the Andes Cordillers,
with negative results.

10 aircrart (FACH% (¢hilesn AF)s; k Chileen Ravy; 1 Carebinero; 1 from
Direccion de Aerombutics (Chilean FAA); one fram Ministry of Imterier; 1
National Air Iine; 1 Ramcugus Aero Club. 59:20 hours were flown &nd 19 missicne
camplisd with,

Metereological conditions did not allow for the search over 100% of the
various zones., 3 to 4 wwters of snow covered the ures,

Search provided through cammmicatidns likewise gave negative results.

It is nobevorthy to state here thmt it was not possible to estsblish
direct combtaet with SAR Argentina, Contact was made through smkbeur emergency net

‘on Frequency 14,150 Ke, especially with LUGASC (Secretaria de Estado de Commdics-

clones Aeronmuticas)(fecretary of the State Dept Aeronsuticel Commtunistions).
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2357 Houra. A tah;phme call is recelved from the Sergeant on CGuxrd
at the 18th Carkbinero Station informing that the Carabinerc post at Linderos
hed been informed by Mr Manuel NUNEZ Riveros, Director of the newspgper ®Luchsdor®
of Buim, that en U August, approximmbtely &t 2100 hours he had heard the @ound of
an airenrb ﬂm in the directicn of the Altos de Jshuel towards the S,Easb.

6 ,
1200 hours. Sexrch was i.nitiatedh*yairinthela, 3, & and 5 snd zones

8, b, c, 4, and ¥, glviihg most {mportence to the Sewell Section L. 349 06' 8
G. TO% 22V W &nd surrounding &réK.

25 airemmft particzpatea in the search on that day. Chileasn AF (8);
USAF (1); Chilesn Nevy (1); Cerabimercs (L); Natiomal Air Iine (1), Ministry of
the Imberior (1); snd Aere Clubs of Curico, Talcs, S&n Fernsndo and Rancagus (9).

66gha howurs md 28 misaions flown.

wveptigetion vas made 1n detail on the informmtion given by peasants and
abhara in the mians zones that inﬂimﬁﬂ that the G—hT 17254 wis within certain
locations. Results were all negative.

2250 hours, Search operetions for that day were terminated due to lsck
of light in the Andes eordillers, with negative results.

 Neobe li- The USAF offered the assistence of C-130 aircraft based in Pemems,
which was mccepted.

Hote 2i- Eel:lcap'ber H-87, piloted by Comsndante Carcis (Major) went to Sewell
#nd contacted Major STANGE of the Carsbineros. Together they covered the zone
Ianding {n different sectors, snd determined that numereus villsgers had similer
inforsmtion on the fEct that they had hekrd an aircratt apsproximtely at 2130 hours
en the kth August which was entering the "Cajon El Extrevio". On that dsy it
#nowed intensely #nd there was also & lightening storm. The dmmnt of snow which
seeupulabed in this sector belng estimated at over 3 mebers.

T Auguws 1969.-

1350 hours. The sir search was initisted. Delay was due to preveiling

‘The sections previously searched were eexrched again with no positive
results,

’ Dm.u? the day 12 aircraft took part in the search: UBAF ézg, FACH (5)
Chilean Revy (1) National Alr Line 513 Direccion de Aerchautica (1), Talca
kero Club (1) and Curico Aero Club (1
33t55 hours snd 16 missicne flawn.

Westher conditions were generally most unfavorable.
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1800 bours. Sr Jorge ALVAREZ A, informed that om 4 August st
approximately 2140 hours he heard & C-UT sircraft ﬂying between the clouds
in South Esst directiem &t 20 Xm Emst of Rancagus, Iater, his brother in lmw,
Sr Luiw SILVA affirwed having seen a white, twp engine aircraft, between 2130
and 2145 hours, flying st 10 Km Fast of Rencugus in a South Fagt direction and
at an sltitude of over 3500 feet.

8 At 1969.-
1300 hours. Air semrch is initimted.

1410 hours. A telephnm c¢all from El Teniente Mines in Rencagum,
Capt ROSALEZ, informed that the mimer Mr Modesto GUAJARDO, sddreas Ewkkdtio #300,
Grtintros, oaw & plune crash smd explode, Helicopter E-T0 was dent to investigate.
The miner states thkt from his hame, in Grenercs, approximetely 050200 hours
he sgw & light shwilar to & landing light, crash into & mount&in énd this ciused
& snow slide, He belleyes this might have semie comnection with the aircraft.
He wks taken in the hellcopter in order that he indicate the ares. A sesrch was

made for 0220 howrs with no results., A C-45 searched the ssme area in the

afternoon with ne results., Oxly a netursl smow slide is vigible,
At 2230 pesrch is terminsted. 40125 hours and 16 missions flown., The

folloving sircraft perticipated: USAF (3), FACH (5); Chilesn Navy (1); Rencegus Aerc
Club (1); Tales (1) Curize (1) Carebinercs (1). Tatal : 13 aircraft. .

5 huguat 1969.-

1300 hours. Alr search 1s initiated.

Furing this day the following sircraft perticipated: USAF (33 3 FACH (6);
Navy (1)3 University Aevo Clud (1) Talck (1) Total: 1h sircraft. k0:05 hours
and 17 xissione flown.

Seversl sourged af Informstion mre investlgated without positive results.

2200 hours. Air mctivities are suspended for the day.

2230 hours. A mmication 1s received from Carabineros of Rancagua

informing That st 101400 hours two petrols will set oub pervaining to Carsbineros
tommmmmthehmamﬂmw

1330 howrs. Air patrel 1s imitisted.

1400 hgurs. A cemmmication from Runcegus informs thet the ground
matrol pertaining to Caxkbinercs has depsrted to explore Faso Barshons aud the
river Codegus.

5e
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2230 hours. Search corresponding to this day 1s suspended with
negative results., Alireraft that participated: USAF (k) FACH (6); Ravy (1)
Aero Club of Chile (3); Talea (1) and Curico (1). A total of 16 aircraft.
60115 hours and 26 wissions.flown,

Fote: An amerinl photographic chart is made of the Sewell and Paso Sosneado
area, ]

1330 hours, Air patro) is itdtiated and ground patrols continue.
1500 hours. Radio-telephone communication with Mr Sergio COLLADO
from Coya Informs that a villager, Sr Mercelo SALAS observed at Las Lenms and
C.Cortadersl, five ér Bix condores.
1520 hours. An aircreft im semt te this araes with negative results.
2230 ‘hours. Sesrch suspended this day with negative results.,
Afreraft that participated: UBAF (L) FACE (4); Chilean Ravy (1)

Glider Agro Club (1) and Carabineros (1). Total 11 silicyaft, U41:30 hours and
13 migstons flown.

1330 hours, Air and ground sesrch initisted.

1645 howrs, A call from Cuys states that Sy Carlos GUTIERREZ, brother of
a damestic servant sérying with Mr Emilio MIRANDA, sew, on Monday U4 August, at
2130 hours an sircraft fly by st spproximetely 2000 mebers towards the valiey of
the Ios Cipreses river and Quebreds Cortdderal, Believes that the aircrafk
crashed on Oerxo Ios Punzomes (340 22 21' W),

1700 hewrs. Alrcyaft flying in zeme 2 are requested to verify this
information. No resulbs are fortheoming. : ‘

2200 hours, Flights suspended for this day with negstive results.

Aireraft that participated: UHAF (k); FACE (4); Aero Club of Curieco (1) and
Tales (2). Total sirersft 11, 32:25 howrs and 13 misgions flown.

1230 howrs. Alr gesrch is initisted.

Ares 2 and the hills on the coast line and Angosturs are given primary
Importancy. ,

2020 hovrs., The search on this day 1s terminated affer 16 hours and 10

tOR OFFIGIAL USE ONLY



——
-
e
et
=
L] D
e ot
foni ga
ACKRR; ME
o
-
\,-:P"
AT i
‘» e
_3
4;—:5’2?
m

Alreraft that pa;rticipated: UsaF (1); FACH (3) ; Talea Agro Club (1)
Curico (3)5 A total of B aircraft. :

Preyalling bad weather condition dAid not permit preat activity. Snwing
in the Andes eoréi]lera and low cellings,

o

1406 hows. Air sesrch initisted.

' 2200 hours. Daily operatioms cancelled with negative reswlts, Only
OT45 hours mnd 4 missieus flam due to bad wemther,

Afroraft timt participated: FACH (3) Glider Aero Clwb (1) Totsl:
b aircmft

223@ hmu-s. Search without positive results terndnated for the
USK adrersft 17254, which has besn wissing for ten dsys.

; GOHC‘ LUBIONS.L

, 1. The USN aireraft c—h'r #17254 tried to realise a flight between Los
Uerrillos and Buenos Aires under "Y" ¢omditions, thet is IFR first and VFR later,
without spaeifying vhere the change in flight condition would take place,

Atnm Pheric uonéitians in the Santiago - O‘urieo = Malargue route
were such thet & flight was not advisesble, especislly for an eircraft of the
0-47 type with limited capability for crossing the Andes cordillers, morg so
if 1%t 1s considered that the minimat flight sltitude (MEA) iIn route Curico -
Malargus is feet and it was ieing up &t 5000 fm

2. The ms‘b pmbableolmtion of the :lﬂsain,g aireraft was considered to
b the ares edjmcent to L. 34° 05 B, 6 T6° 21 W in view of the nwmerous
times inforsetion was given that in that section & C-AT aircreft had been heard
on b August epproximately st 2130 hours. Two of the informauts, one & retired
Major of the Chilesn Afr Force and the other m Major of the Carsbineros, in
 Sewell, prove this immmtim 0 he pmcti«lly dowbtless.

| 3. The rome in which the USK C-47 1725% aireraft possibly had the
acoident was patrolled extensively during 10 ds; A total of 398:45 hours and
162 wisstons, floym. 972 persons partieipated in “the search.

k. The probeble zone of the sceident, especislly in the high Andes
cerdillsre, is cofered with 3 to b meters of snow, most of which fell between
2900 howrs on the 4th August smd 1400 howrs en the 5th August, vhich lesds us to
belifeve that if the xirexaft camme down {muny loestion within this region it
apst probably is covered over with & thick luyer of snow which would make it
im#!i‘bla to he found wntil the tims when the snow melts dwring the summer
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5. The geographical configuration of the high Andes eordillers in

the sesrch zone 18 such and of ao varied nature that standard search patterns
are not permitted, nedther is it possible to assure that during the serial
search & 100% of the terrain under consideration is coversd. Altitude varies
in this ares frem 17000 feet to 2000 feet approximately and generally there are
no dwellers in this zome.

6 Coordinstion between orgsnizetions which conform vith the SAR, the BAR |
Bnd the air patrols assigned to the search, was good. Radio liaisen cepebilities
wnintained the Chiaf of the SAR informed minute by minute of the setivities being
developed.

Te cooramatian hetween the Hgs SAR (CHILE) and its counkrpsrt, Hgs SAR (ARGENTINA)
was deficiemt., It was impossible to obtain information on the frgquencies which
were raquasted opportunsly snd repeatedly. This wss only obtained through

third PeTSCRS in the amatewr radlo frequency of 1’4159 Ke.

8. Pnotographic proofs of the Sewell and Paso Sosneado ares were a.nalyz&d
‘extensively withaut pasitive results.,

It is belisgved that the topography, peculisr to the Andes Cordillern, . prevants
identification of the wilte aircraft, especislly in the snow sres, Furthemore,
these photographs must be teken fram s high smltitmde, consequently the C-47
would measyre W;dmtely 1 milimeter on the photograph, providing that it has
net mishwwheﬁ.

.9. In order to improve the effectiveness of a Sesrch and Rescue Operation (OPBAR)
the following Wims are mede:

‘&, Requsst that the Direccion de Aeromswtics (Chilean FAA) issue §
reguistion obligating bright colors an aircrafts, especially for the ntse, wing
tips and tail.

That a atudybemﬁ.einar&ar that all sircrafi operating in Chile
tranayorbi).ng pussengers and cargo should be equipped with CPI {(Crash Position
Indicator

Compliance ef the above would enable the search for & missing aircraft
t0 be sceomplished in a shart lapse of time ensbling an efficlent and rapid rescus
of pensiblt aar\rifors. :

Flight Plan suthorirations when crossing the Andes cordillers ia ;;
cdnoerned ,shoyld be shandsrdized in I eandibion for one and two engine mirerafts,
“especially those mrtting in l.'ulitﬁ ct;Lling capability with the MEAS of the
Alrviyw,

B-

WOR OFFIDAL G3F ONLY




ﬂq GEFGIAL Hor QNLY

b. The Hgs SAR (ARGENTINA) should be contscted in order to reach
an agreement which would mllow both services to have reeiprocel contact and
in this manner expsdite SAR frequencies,

(Signed)
cagit%z; de Bandaas \A) (Csptain)

OFIGIAL COORDINADOR SAR,
(Coordinsting Officer SAR.
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PILOT INFORMATION

TCUCIt KUHN
All ijodels 5108 4165 estimated
All Models last 12 months 37 490 estima.
All Fndels last 3 months - 11 30 estiza o
C-h'7 30 T400 estima: - .
C-U47 “ost 10 ronths 30 L8o
C-47 last 2 months 11 80

Commainde Touch did not meet the time 1a alircralt to be a
plane Comrunder.
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All Models

All Models last 12 months
All Models last 3 months
C-U7

C-U47 last 12 months

C-47 last 3 months

TOUCH

6100
37
11
30
30
11

KUHN

4165
480
30
1400
480
80

Commander Touch dld not meet the time in aircraft to be a

plane Commander.

estimated
estimated
estimated

estimated
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AIRCRAFRFT
Date of Manufacture Hours N® Par/overhaul Months since par/over
AugustT 1944 11,073 e
F1t hours since last par/overhaul Last par/overhaul
003 February 1906, Brownsville
Type of last check possibly F1t hours since last check

13 Week cal 79

Days since last check
ol

The 13 week cal inspection at Howard AFB, Canal Zone can not be
proved.
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UNITED STATES MILITARY GROUP CHILE

C/0 U. 8. EMBASSY
SANTIAGQO, CHILE

SCCH AA
18 August 1969

IN REPLY REFER TO

From: Commander, U, S, Military Group, Chile
To: Colonel Thomas H, Jones, Jr., OT7 18 7352, USA

Subj: Investigation to inquire into the circumstances connected with .
missing Navy Section, U,S. Military Group, Chile C-47, BUNO 17254
which occurred on 4 Augist 1969

Ref: (a) JAG Manual

1. You are appointed to conduct an informal investigation, in accordance
with chapter VI of reference (a), as soon hereafter as practicable, for
the purpose of inquiring into all the circumstances connected with missing
Navy Section, U.S, Military Group, Chile C-47, BUNO 1725k which occurred
on 4 August 1969.

2. You will conduct a thorough investigation into all the circumstances
connected with the accident and report your findings of fact, opinions
and recommendations as to the cause of the accident, the resulting damage,
the injuries to members of the naval service and their line of duty and
misconduct status, the circumstances attending the death of members of
the naval service, and responsibility for the accident, including any
recommended administrative or disciplinary ection.

3+ By copy of this appointing order, the Administrative Officer, U, S.
Militery Group, Chile is directed to assist you in preparing the report
of the results of your investigetion,

8-
Captain, U. S. Reny

Copy to:
Admin Officer, USMILGP, Chile

'M:zg ,




Lo PHOLICHYTON OF PUDALUSL ATRPORT ThVw CONIAIRING COLUNICATION

PLANKE s

T0LER 2

PLANE 3

PLLNE =
‘'OVER 2
PILANE 2
TOWERs
PLANE :
TOWER s

PLANE :

PLANK:

BETWHEN HISSING C=47 4ND CONTROL

TOME - 1651 (From tape)
Zantiago departure Navy 17254 airborne Los Cerrillos ~ over

254 Roéer ~ leport over iiike Romeo cnce over Mike Romeo.
Give me your Angostura estimate - over

7254 will call Wike Romeo with Angostura estimate,

TIME - 1655

Santiago Navy 17254 is Mike Romeo beacon at five five passing
six thousand estimating Angostura at 07 - over

Roger, Angostura at 07, report Angostura 54,
TIME - 1707 |
Jantiago, Navy 17254 - over .
17254 Santiago go ahead.
Santiago Navy 17254 is Angostura at 12,000 feet, time is zero
seven (WOTE: At this point Tower time was zero eight) estimating

Curiod three three «y..s.. three three - over

17254, Roger, estimating Curicé at three three. Change over to
Center on 126.7. Good day, Sir.

254’ ROger.

TIE - 170

(NOTE: This was one side of an intercommunication between pilot and

co-pilot trensmitted by radio apparently inadvertently. The voice
seemed that of the co-pilot, LTCDR Kuhn, to the Investigating Officer,
who knew the pilot and co-pilot slightly): What would you think
about taking it on up to 14 right away - yeah - if we get in or near
this stuff we are probably going to pick up ice and atuff and then

we won't have as good a performance either - yeah.




—— s
, FF SCTI ZG AVCOMAER MANA i
04-1907 SCBL ZG
PLAN DESPEGUE NAVY 17254 VFR C=47 R~B-R.
SCBL 1906 150 VPR DIRECTO SCTI 1931
aUTA 0800 16 TOUCH U.S.N.//

gs Topra TIsl
del original

(From E1 Belloto to Santiago, 04190723 Navy C=47 17254 take-off
from E1 Belloto 1906Z 150 VFR direct to Santiago, ETA 1931Z,
Route 0800 16, Touch USN pilot)




R

6a . SCBL 26
041955 SCTI ZG
. ARRIBADO NAVY  p{,  CERRILOS

e TOPIa Tlel
del original

dadp a la radio

(FROM SANTIAGO TO EL EBELLOTO, 0419552: NAVY 17254 ARRIVED

1951/58% &t Cerrillos)

N D o f
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R-151300Z JUL 63

b - CHNAVSEC USMILGP CHILE

10 CIMAVSEC USMILGP ARGENTINA
BT

UNCLAS (ORDINARIO) SCCH-C-327 JUL 69

C-47M INSPECTICN REQUIREMENT

A. FONECON CDR TOUCH/CDR DE RODDA 11 JUL 69

1. IAW REF A REQ YOU CONTACT AEROLTWEAS ARCENTINAS
TO DETERMINE FEASTBILITY OF INDUCTING OF C—47M BUNO
17254 FOR 13 WK CALENDAR INSPECTION (EQUIVALENT TO
300 HR CIV) ON 4 AUG 69, COMPLETION OF INSPECTION
AND POST TEST FLIGHT REQUIREMENTS DESIRED CON 8 AUG.
PLEASE ADVISE WITH ESTTMATED COSTS AS APPROPRIATE,
2, IF TTME FRAME UNACCEPTABLE PLEASE ADVISE ASAP
AS ATRCRAFT CEECK LUST COMMENCE NIT 11 AUG TO MEET
ESTABLISHED REQUIREMENIS,

BT

4 CERTIFIED TRUE COPYs

B

Colonel, G3  Wsa
Investigating Officer
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ADCS J.T. Hlgpins, mech; ATC Joe Rernandez,
RALCP
Crariie:  31x
Delta; g oL Smithy Mres, K, 3. Trachy LODE % Mr — o
- . ' - * N od . ‘Z:‘ 15 1 g
He 1. Mooney; Meao RO Tilton; Mrs. J. v i;;eéziﬁ
- Tuly| 1969
Fernandez e e Tue ar
1 ;.nua
° TYPED NAME AND TITLE P HONE a ]l senarunr
; .
A t
; WQQ/U 4 [TYPRD (or samoads wan AND TiTLE
E 1 ’ CAFT TN
r i R ICOMUSMILGP, CHILY
CURITY CLASSIFICAYION
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g SECURITY cusamcwmﬂ

K
;L- UNCLAGSIPIED

&JV ar capT N, %0 HOOVER

’f}i@%¥ Vxlqgé ﬂﬁzub

Eehos None
Poxtrot: Calendar ma'nt for NAVSEC, Chile C-47 at L

Aerollineas Argentinas

Golf: All time Zulu Aug 69

Arrive Place Departure
Originate El Belloto 031200
031230 Santiago 031300
031730 B Alres(Ezelza) 091500
032000 Santiago 092030
092100 sl Bellote Term

‘Route of f1t: enter and’ or depart Argentina at Juncal;

_ VCR corr-28 to Mendoza; AWY 0-28 to Buencs Alres. Alter-
nats plan ir event J.ncul closed by wx; enter and nr
depart Argentina at Ceoro Plinehdn; AWY G-31 to Fehualo;
AWY G-% Bienos Airec. | '

Hotel: Navy 17254, P VHF/UHF,
India: Perscnal camevaa for taxing ou et pletures
Jullet: None

Kilo: Req hotel recervation Buenos .alrec 5 doublen

J

PAGE |[NO OF [MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION
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D
N

SECURITY CLARSIFICATION
UN agf‘\QuIFI‘ o
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0 0217502 AUG 69

il USDAO/BUZEIOS ATRES
TO RUESHA/CHANAVSEC USMILGP CHILE

TIR0  RUESHA/USDAO/SAWITAGO CHILE

BY

UNCLAS 0578 AUG 69.

REF YOUR #8G 3116103 JUL 69.

1. CLEARANCE TC ENTER ARGENTTINA 3 AUG NOT RPT NOT GRANTED DUE

TO FCG REQUIREMENT OF TWO WORKING DAYS FOR PROCESSING DIPLOMATIC

‘CLEARANCE REQUEST.

2. ATTEMPT WILL BE VADE ON MONDAY 5 AUGUST TO OBTAIN ENTHY
CLEARANCE FOR 6 AUGUST IF DESIRED., IF THIS NOT SATISFACTORY
REQUEST REPLY BY INMEDIATE CABLE.

BI

4 CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:

B
Colonel, GS fusa
Investigating COfficer

st




0 041600Z AUG 69

FM USDAQ/BUENOS ATRES

TO CHNAVSEC USMILGP GHILE

BT

UNCLAS 0578 AUG 69, PLEASE PASS TO CDR KUHN AT
VALPARAISO. REF YOUR SCCH-C-355 DTG 311610Z AND
TELCON Ol. C-47 17254 CLEARED TO PROCEED

TO BUENOS AIRES THIS DATE. DESIGNATOR 183,
BT

COFY OF MESSAGE FROM DEFENSE ATTACHE QFFICE BUENGS AIRES TO NAVY SECTION
USMILGP CHILE CLEARING FLIGHT OF NAVY 17254 ON 4 AUGUST.

y R .
Colonel GS l USA
Investigating Officer




DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSRE
UNITED STATES MILITARY GROUP CHILE
¢/o U. S. Embassy
Santiago, Chile

LETTER ORDERS NUMBER 195 18 July 1969

SUBJECT: Temporary Duty

1. TC 200. Indiv this sta placed on TDY as indle. RPSCTDY. TDN.

TOUCH, RALPH J ¢ [(-U _J CDR USN USMILGP CHILE
(SD-6703-0F Valparaiso, ChiTe~’

KUHN, JAMES P B “' LCDR USN USMILGP CHILE
(SD-6703-0F) Valparaiso, Chile .

FERNANDEZ, JOE ' ¥ _, ATC USN USMILGP CHILE
(SD-6703-0F) Valparaiso, Chile -

HIGGINS, JOHN T -U ADRC USN USMILGP CHILE

(SD-6703~0F) Valparaiso, Chile

TDY to: enos_ Aires, Argentina
WP date: "OA 3~ dghﬁf 1965

AWM&W
Purpose:od%g§§§§§§§§“9

Auth: CHILE
Tvl datat 1Ivl by mil acft is dir when avai. IF mil acft is
not aval tvl by coml aclt is auth. Tourist accom

are . 4 rgr of the msn
Acot class: - - » 0. 304
Sp instr: Tv% % public carrier and/or taxicab auth in trans

of offlclial business n or adjacent TDY stn I{r

ace of lod 0 pilace of duty. You must submit
a travel voucher Eo.g.s.i y HFinance Service, USARSO,

within ten daye alter completion of the TDY toO settie
e obligation. 41n the even at you do0 not intend
to clalm reimbursement for Which you are entitled,
Y U. ‘nance gservice,
o tRAE efTeot Ihn wiltln within ten days alrter Gom-
'p_e' on o e per aLW bs.

FOR THEGOMMANDER :

LT q5;47
N

~ .Gaptain, @S
Adjutant

- o oy ¢
A IQ i o F o
Eil AN

e S’




RESERVED FOR /

MUNICATION CENTER

’ 1 jOINT MESSAGEFORM
A it
i FEZCORITY CLASSIFICATION (A\
.| UNCLASSIFIED :
g e BOOK | MULTI | SINGLE
L Tvp;usc S
i ]
7. —""""ZW PRECEDENCE
: -~ rerion” ROUIENE SBR[V Mnie
| nFo QW Co URIEA 016
E FROM:  oorNCSO SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
LIMIT DIST
, ' Cofs
TO: COMUSMILGP CHILE (AIR MAIL) = DCofS
J-1
INFO:  COMUSARSO (COURIER)
COMUSAFSO (COURIER)
COMUSNAVSO (COURIER)
UNCLASSIFIED, SC__3&ID b
iﬁubjA: Environmental and Morale Program
1 :éf; e COMUSMILGP Chile letter of 14 Aug 68, same subject
b. USSOUTHCOM Reg 600 2
. Recommendation contained in reference a. is approved.
tgentina, Brazil, Ecuador, Uruguay, Peru and Canal Zone are
fdesignated as specific places to which travel may be performed
Trfor personnel stationed in Chile under provisions of subject
'program
2 Travel should be performed on space available basis on regularly
: scheduled flights No special flights solely for purpose of
BN ’ _ 2f
: env:.ronment relief authorized, fi‘; _97?“‘5? :
3 This addition .§h§_1;1._4be reflected in forthcoming revision of uolua:: /‘f“ffé
‘ 0CT 68
USSQUTHCOM Regulation 600-2. oy —
1 ) PAGES 1
I TYPED NAME AND TITLE PHONE SIGNATURE .y
2291 '

T

gy

/MAJ, USA

TYPEO (or atamped) iﬂi}’.\@ﬁus
/’Ch ‘Pers Div, J-1

Amw»imiemo

Mujor, USA

%

-

SECYRITY CLASSIFICATION
UNCLASSIFIED gne/& %€

REGRADING lNSTRHCTE(iNS Becret Julnt Statd i».i' . .
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